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Men of every Denomination. 


FARTHER APPEAL 
To MEN of 


Rrason and RELIGION. 


PART II. 


Fo . T is not my Preſent Deſign to touch on any 
1 Particular Opinions, whether they are Right 

or wrong; nor on any of thoſe ſmaller Points 
of Practice, which are variouſly held by Men of differ- 
ent Perſuaſions: But firſt, to point out ſome Things 
which on Common Principles are condemn'd by Men of 
every Denomination, and yet found in all; and ſecond- 


| ly, Some wherein thoſe of each Denomination, are 


more particularly inconſiſtent with heir ozvn Principles. 

And, Firſt, it is my Deſign, abſtracting from Op: 
nions of every kind, as well as from diſputable Points 
of Practice, to mention ſuch of thoſe Things as occur 


to my Mind, which are on Common Principles condem 


ded, and notwithſtanding found, more or leſs, among. 

2. But before I enter on this unpleaſing Taſk, I be- 
ſeech you, Brethren, by the Mercies of Gov, by what- 
ever Love you bear to Gop, to your Country, to your 


own Souls; do not conſider avbo ſpeaks, but ct is 


ſpoken. If it be poſſible, for one Hour lay Prejudice 

aſide; Give what is advanced a fair Hearing. Conſi- 

der ſimply on each Head, Is this True, or is it falſe? 

Is it reaſonable, or is it not? if you aſk, “ But in 
| AE ITE whoſe 
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whoſe Judgment? *” T anſwer, In your own; I appeal 
to the Light of your own Mind. Is there not a Faith- 
ful Witneſs in your own Breaſt? By this you muſt 
ſtand or fall. You cannot be judged by another Man's 
Conſcicnce. Judge for yourſelf by the beſt Light you 


have. And the merciful Gop teach Me and Thee 


whatſoever we know not! 

Now, as I ſpeak chicily to thoſe who believe the 
Scriptures, the Method 1 propoſe is this, Firſt, To ob- 
ſerve what Account is given therein of the Fexvs, the 
antient Church of Gop, inaſmuch as 4% theſe Things 
«vere wcritten for our Inſtrution, who ſay, we are now 


te Viſible Church of the Gop of 7frad. Secondly, 


Jo appeal to All who profeſs to be Members thereof, 
to every one who is called a Chriftian, How far, in 
(ach Inſtar.ce, the Parallel holds? And how much ave 
are better than hey? ES. 

3. Fuſt, I am to obſerve what Account the Scrip- 
tures give of the Jcæus, the antient Church of Gop: I 


mean, with regard to their Moral Character; Their 


Tempers and Outward Behaviour. 

No ſooner were they brought out of Eg yt, than we 
find them murmuring againſt G O D, (Exod. xiv. 12.) 
Again, when he had juſt brought them thro” the Red 


Sea with a mighty Hard and a firetch'd-out Arm, le. xv. 


24.) And yet again, quickly aſter. in the Wilderneſs 
of Zin, your Murmurings (faith Moſes ) are not againſt 
1, but againſt the Loxp, (c. xvi. 8.) Nay, even while 
he was giting them Bread from Heax'en, they were ſtill 
murmuring and tempting GOD, (c. xvii. 2, 3.) and their 
amazing Language at that Seaſon was, Is the Lorp 
among us or not? (c. xvii. 4.) 

The ſame Spirit they ſhew'd, during the whole for- 
ty Years, that he bore their Manners in the Wilderneſs : 
A ſolemn Teſtimony whereof, Moſes ſpake in the Ears 


of all the Congregation of Iſrael, when Gop was about 
to take him away from their Head; They have corrupted 


themſelves (faith he) their Spot avas not of his Children; 
they are a perverſe and crooked Generation. The LoRD 


led Jacob about ; he inſtructed him; he kept him as the 
Apple of his Bye, (Deut. xxxil. 5, 10.) He made bim 


tile off the high Places of the Earth, that he might - 
| | the 
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the Increaſe of the Fields : Then he forſook GOD which 
made him, and lightly eſteemed the Rock of his Salvation, 
(Cc. v1, 13, 15.) | 
In like Manner Gop complains long after this, Hear 
O Heawens, and give Ear, O Earth! I hade nouriſb d 
and brought up Children, and they have rebelled againſt 
me. The Ox knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs his Ma- 
fter's Crib: But Iſrael doth not know, my People doth not 
conſider. Ah ſinful Nation, a People laden with Imquity, 
a Seed of Evil Doers, Children that are Corrupters, they 
have forſaken the Loxp, they have proveked the Holy 


One of 1/rael, (Ia. i. 2, 3, 4.) Can a Maid forget her 


Ornaments, and a Bride her Attire? Yet my People have 
forgotten me, Days without Number, (er. ii. 32. ) 

4. And as they did not like to retain GOD in ther 
Knowledge, ſo they had ſmall Regard to the Ordinances 
of Gop. Even from the Days of your Fathers, (faith 
God by his Prophets) ye are gone away from mine Or- 
dinances, and have not kept them, (Mat. iii. 7.) Ye have 
aid, It is vain to ſerve GOD; and, what Profit is it 
that we have kept his Ordinances ? (v. 13.) Thou haſt 
not o_ upon me, O Facob, but thou haſt been weary 
of me, O Iſrael: Thou haſt not brought me. ny Burnt- 
Offerings, neither haſt thou honaur'd me with thy Sacri- 
Aces, (Ia. xliv. 22, 23.) And ſo the Prophet himſelf 
confeſſes, Thou meeteſ thoſe that remember Thee in thy 
Ways But there is none that calleth upon thy Name, 
that Pirreth up himſclf to take hold of Thee, Lala Ixiv. 


Jo 75 
5. But they called upon his Name by vain Oathe, 
by Perjury and Blaſphemy. So Jeremiah, Becauſe of 


Sqwearing the Land mourneth (e. xxiii. 10.) And though 


they ſay, The Lord liveth, ſurely they fear falſely, (c. v. 


2. $0 Hoſea, They have ſpoken Words, fevearing falſe- 
y in making a Covenant: So Exehie!, They the the Lord 


feeth us not, the Lord hath forſaken the Earth. So Iſaiah 
Their Tongue and their Doings are againſt the Lord, to 
provoke the Eyes of his Glory, (c. iii. 8.) They ſay, Let 
him make Speed and haften his Work that are may fee it, 
and let the Counſel of the Hely One draw nigh and come 
that ve may knoxv it, (c. v. 19.) And ſo Malachi, Ye 
have wwearied the Lord with þ FFards ;- ye ſay, every 
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one that dotth Evil, is good in the Sight of the Lord, and 
he delighteth in them ; And, Where is the GOD of Judg- 
ment] (e. ii. 17.) 

6. And as they deſpiſed his Holy Things, ſo they pro- 
pbaned his Sabbaths, (Ezek. xxii. 8.) Yea, when Go 
ſent unto them, ſaying, Take Heed unto yourſelves, and 
bear no Burden on the Sabbath Day, neither do ye any 


Merl, but hallow ye the Sabbath Day, as I commanded 


your Fathers ; ;- Tet they obeyed not, neither inclined their 
Ear, but made their Neck fliff, that they might not bear 
nor receive Inſtruction, (Jer. xvii. 21, 22, 23.) 

Neither did they honour their Parents or thoſe whom 
Gop from Time to Time appointed to be Rulers over 


them. Jn thee (in Jeruſalem, ſaith the Prophet) 25e 
have ſet light by Father and Mother, (Ezek. xxii. 7.) 


And from the very Day when Gop brought them up 
out of the Land of Egypt, their Murmurings, Chiding, 
Rebellion and Diſobedience, againſt thoſe whom he 
had choſen to go before them, make the moſt conſider. 
able Part of their Hiſtory. So that had not Moſes flood 
in the Gap, He had even then deftroy'd them from the 
Face of the Earth. | 
7. How much more did they afterwards provoke 
Gov, by Drunkenneſs, Sloth and Luxury? They haue 


erred thro Wine, (ſaith the Prophet 1/arah) and thro” 
firong Drink they are out of the Way; (c. xxvill. 7.) 
which occaſioned thoſe vehement and repeated Warn- 


ings, againſt that reigning Sin; Woe to the Drunkards 
of Ephraim, them that are overcome with Wine, (ver. 1.) 


the Drunkards of Ephraim ſhall be trodden under Foot; 


(v. 3.) Moe unto them that riſe up early that they may ſol- 


loau firong Drink; that continue until Night, till Wine 
in flame them -----But they regard not the Work of the. 
Lord, neither confider the Operation of his Hands, (c. v. 
11, 12.) Woe anto them that are mighty to drink Wine, 
and Men of Strength to mingle firong Drink ; (v. 22. 


Moe to them that are at Eaſe in Zion, that lie upon 


Beds of Foory, and ſtreteh themſelves upon their Couches, 


and eat the Lambs out of the Flick, and their Calves out 


of 1 Midft of the Stall, that chaunt to the Sound of the 
and invent to themſelves Inſtruments of Mufich, --- - 


that drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint themſelves wich 
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the chief Ointments ; but they are not grieved for the Af- 
Fiction of Joſeph, (Amos vi. ver. 1, 4, 5, 6.) Behold this 
(faith Ezekiel to Teruſalem) was the Iniquity of thy Si- 
fler Sodom; Fulneſs of Bread and Abundance of Jaleneſi 
was in her and in her Daughters, (c. xvi. 49. : 

8. From Shth and Fulneſs of Bread, Lewaneſs na- 
turally follow'd. It was even while Moſes was with 
them, that the People began to commit Wheoredom avith 
the Daughters of Moab: Yea, of the Daughters of 
Zion Iſaiah complains, They wall with ſtretehed: fürth 
Necks and wanton Eyes, (c. iii. 16.) And of his People 
in general GOD complains by Feremiah, When I had 


' fed them to the full, they aſſembled themſelves by Troops 


in the Harlot's Houſes. They were as fed Horſes in the 
Morning, every one neighed after his Neighbour's Wife, 
(c. v. 7, 8.) They be all Adulterers, an Aſſembly of 
treacherous Men, (c. ix. 2.) The Land is full of Adul- 
 berers, (e. iii. 10.) | Or. 
Vea, and ſome of them were given up to unnatural 
Luſts. Thus we read, Juages xix 22. The Men of 


Gibeah beſet the Houſe, wherein the Stranger was, and _ 


Beat at the Door, and ſpake to the Maſter of the Houſe, 
 faying, Bring forth the Man that came into thine Houſe, 
that we may know him. And there were alſo long after 
Sodomites in the Land, in the Days of Rehoboam and of 
the following Kings: The very Shew of whoſe Counte- 
nance witneſſed againſt them, and they declared their Sin 
as Sodom, they hid it not, (Iſa. iii. 9.) | 
9. This was accompanied with juſtice in all its 
Forms. Thus all the Prophets teſtify againſt them, The 
Lord looked for judgment, but behold Oppreſſion; for 
Righteouſneſs, but behold a Cry, (Iſa. v. 7.) Thou haſt 
taken Uſury and Increaſe ; thou haſt greedi'y gained of 
thy Neighbour by Extortion—Behold, I have ſmitten my 
Hand, at thy diſhoneſt Gain which thou haſt made, 
(Ezek. xxii. 12, 13.) The Balances of Deceit are in Ja- 
cob's Hand; he Tough to oppreſs (Hoſ. xii, 7.) Are 
there not yet the ſcant Meaſure that is abominable ; the 
| avicked Balances, and the Bag of deceitful Weights ? 
(Mic. vi. 10, 11.) He that departeth from Exnl, maketh 
Himself a Prey, (Iſa. lix. 15.) And the Lord ſaw it, and 
it diſpleaſed him, that there was no Judgment. The 
: . | Wicked 
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| Wicked deveureth the Man, that is more righteous than 
be. They take up all of them with the Angle, they catch 
them in their Net, and gather them in their Drag, (Hab. 
i, 13, 14, 15.) They covet Fields and take them by Vio- 
lence, and Houſes, and take them away, (Mic. ii. 2.) 
Dey pull off the Robe with the Garment, from them that 


faſs by ſecurely, (v. 8.) They have dealt by Oppreſſion 


with the Stranger; they have wexed the Fatherleſs and 
the Widow; (Ezek. xxii. 7..) The People of the Land 
have uſed Oppreſſion and exerciſed Robbery ; and have 
wexed the Poor and Needy, yea, they have oppreſſed the 
Stranger wrong fully, (v. 29.) Their Works are Works of 
Iniguity, and the Act of Violence is in their Hands. (Iſa. 
lix, 6.) Judgment 7s turned away backward, and Juſtice 
ftanaeth afar off ; for Truth is fallen in the Street, and 
Equity cannot enter, (v. 14.) by 
10. Truth indeed was fallen, as well as Juſtice. E- 
very Mouth, ſaith Iſaiah, ſpeaketh Folly, (c. ix. 17.) 
This is a rebellious People, lying Children, (e. xxx. g. 
their Lips have. ſpoken Lies and muttered Perwerſeneſs. 
None calleth for Juſtice, ner any pleadeth for Truth; 
they truſt in Vanity and ſpeak Lies, (c. lix. 3, 4.) This 
occaſioned that caution of Jeremiah, Take ye heed every 
one of his Neighbour, and truſt ye not in any Brother ; 
for every Brother will utterly ſupplant, and every Neigh- + 
bour will avalk with Slanders. And they will deceive 
every one his Neighbour, and will not ſpeak the Truth ; 
they hawe taught their Tongue to ſpeak Lies, and wary 
themſelves to commit Iniguity, (c. ix. 4, 5.) 2 
11. And even thoſe who abſtained from theſe groſs 
outward Sins, were ſtill inwardly corrupt and abomina- 
ble. The whele Head was ſick, and the whole Heart 
wwas faint ; yea, from the Sole of the Feet even unto the 
Head there was no Soundneſs, but Weunds and Bruiſes, 
aud putrifying Sores, (Iſa. i. 5, 6.) All theſe Nations 
(ſaith Gop) are uncircumciſed ; and all the Houſe of 1ſra- 
el are uncircumciſed in Heart, (Jer. gx. 26.) Their Heart 
is divided, (Hoſ. x. 2.) They have ſet up their Idols in 
their Heart; they are all eſtrauged from me through their 
lol, (Exel. xav. 3, 4) ; Th 
Iheir Soul ſtill clave unto the Dit. They laid up 
Treaſurff upon Earth. Frem the leoft of thim, ſaith 


Tere- 
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Jeremiah, ewen unto the greateſt, every one is given 16 
Covetouſneſs, (c. vi. 13.) They panted after the Duſt 
of the Earth, (Amos ii. 7.) They laded themſelves with 
. thick Clay, (Hab. ii. 6.) They joined Houſe to Houſe, 
and laid Field to Field, until there was no Place, (Iſa. 
v. 8.) Yea, they enlarged their Deſires as Hell: They 
were as Death, and could not be ſatisfied, (Hab. ii. 5.) 
12. And not only for their Covetouſneſs, but for 
their Pride of Heart were they an Abomination to the 
Loxp. The Pride of Iſrael, ſaith Hujea, doth teſtify to 
his Face, (c. vii. 10.) Hear ye, give ear, ſaith Feremi- 
„ ab, be not proud — Give Glory to the Lord your God, 
(o. x11. 15.) But they would not be reprov'd; they 
| were ſtill vi/e in their own Eyes, and prudent in their 
oon Sight, (Ia. v. 21.) and continually ſaying to their 
Neighbour, Stand by thy/e!f, come not near to me; for 1 
am holier than thou] (Ilai. Ixv. 5.) . 
They added Hypocriſy to their Pride. This People, 
ſaith Gop himſelf, draw near me with their Mouth, and 
cbith their Lips do honour me, but have removed their 
Hearts far from me, (Iſa. xxix. 13.) They have not 
cried unto me with their Heart, auben they hoævled upon 
their Beds, (Hof. vii. 14.) They return, but not to the 
Moft High ; they are like a deceitful Boav, (v. 16.) They. 
did but flatter him with their Mouth, and diſſemble with 
him in their Tongue, (Pial. Ixxviii. 36.) ſo that herein 
they only prophaned the Holineſs of the Lord. And this 
have ye done again, ſaith Malachi, covering the Altar of 
the Lord with Tears, with weeping and with crying out, 
. . Tnſomuch that he regardeth not the Offeriug any more, 
e. . 119 ; | 5 
13. This Gon continually declared to thoſe formal 
Worſhippers, That their Outſide Religion was but 
vain. To what Purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sacri- 
Aces, faith the Lord? I am full of the Burnt-Offerings 
of Rams, and 1 delight not in the Blood of Bullocks, or of 
Lambs, or of He Goats. Bring ns more vain Oblations : 
Incenſe is an Abomination unto me; the New Moons and 
Sabbaths, the calling of Aſſemblies, I cannot away with; 
it is Iniquity, even the ſolemn Meeting. When you 


Jpread forth your Hands, I will hide mine Eyes from you; 
yea, when ye make many Prayers, I will not hear, (IWa. 
| i. 1s 
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7. 11, 13, 15.) He that killeth an Ox is as if he flew 
a Man; he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as if he cut off a 

Dogs Neck, (c. Ixvi. 3.) When they 635 1 Ja not hear 
their Cry ; and when they offer an Oblation, I will not 
accept it, (Jer. xiv. 12.) Go ye, ſerve your Idols, if ye 


| will not hearken unto me; but pollute ye my holy Name no 


more with your Gifts, (Ezek. xx. 39.) 
14. Yet all this Time were they utterly careleſi and 


ſecure ; nay, confident of being in the Favour of Gov, 


They were at Eaſe; they put far away the Evil Day, 


(Amos vi. 1, 3.) Even when GOD had four d his An- 


ger upon Ifrael, it ſet him on Fire round about, yet he 
=o it wot: Þ burned him, yet he laid it not to Heart, | 
(Ia. xlii. 25.) A deceived Heart had turned him afl te, 


that he could not ſay, Is there nat a Lie in my Right-hand? 


(c. xliv. 20.) So far from it, that at this very Time: 
they ſaid, We are innocent, we have not ſinned, (Jer. ii. 
35» 37-) Ve are wiſe, and the Law of the Lordi: with 


#5, (e. viii. 8.) The Temple of the Lord! the Temple of 5 


the Lord are we. (c. vii. 4.) 
15. Thus it was that they harden'd themſelves in 
their Wickedneſs. They are smpudent Children, ſaith 
God, and ſti f-hearted, (Ezek. ii. 4.) Were they aſhamed 


avben they had committed Abomination? Nay they were 
not at all aſhamed, neither could they bluſh, (Jer. vi. 15. 


T Hawe ſpread out my Hand all the Day to a rebellious 


People, that proveketh me to Anger continually to my 


Face, (Iſa. Ixv. 2, 3.) They will not hearken unto me, 
faith the Lord, for all the Houſe of Iſrael are impudent 
and bard:heartid, (Ezek. iii. 7.) Since. the Day that 
their Fathers came forth out of the Land of Egypt unto. 


this Day, I have ſent unto them all my Servants the Pro- 


phets, riſing up early and ſending them; yet they heark- 
en d not unto me, nor inclin'd their Ear, but banden 4 
their goes they did worſe than their Fathers, (Jer. vi. 
4. 20.) 

be were equally harden'd againſt Mercies and 
Jud gments. When he gave them Rain, both the for mer 
and the latter in his Seaſon; when he reſerved unto 
them the appointed Weeks of the Harveſt, filling their 


| * with Food and Gladneſs, {till none of this re- 


| volting 
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wolting and rebellious People ſaid, Let us now fear the 
Lord eur GOD, Jer. v. 23, 24.) Nor yet did the 
turn unto him when he ſmote them, (c. ix. 9, 13.) In 
that Day did the Lord call to weeping and to mourning : 


and behold Joy and Gladneſs, eating Fleſh and drinking 


Wine ; let us eat and drink, for T o-morrow we all die, 
(c. xxit. 11, 12.) Altho' he conſumed them, yet they re- 
fuſed to receive Inſtruction; they made their Faces harder 
than a Rich.-----None repented him, but every one turned 

to his Courſe, as a Horſe ruſheth into the Battle, (Jer. v. 
3. c. viii. 6.) I have given you Want of Bread in all 
your Places, yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the 


; Tord. I have alſo with-holden the Rain from you when 


there were yet three Months unto the Harveſt.---- I have 
ſmitten you with Blaſting and Mildew ; your Gardens and 
your Vineyards the Palmer Worm devoured.--- I have ſent 


among you the Peſtilence after the Manner of Egypt; your 


young Men have 1 ſlain with the Sword----- I have over- 
thrown ſome of you, as GOD overthrew Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and ye were 6s a Firebrand pluck'd out of the 


Burning; yet have ye not returned unto me, faith the 


Lord, (Amos iv, 6.----11.) 
16. In conſequence of their Reſolution not to re- 


turn, they would not endure ſound Doctrine, or thoſe 


that ſpake it. They ſaid to the Seers, ſee not; and to 
the Prophets, prophecy not unto us right Things---- Speak 
unto us ſmooth Things----Cauſe the Holy One of Iſrael to 
ceaſe from before us, (Ia. xxx. 10, 11.) But they hated 
him that rebuked in the Gate, and they abhorred him 


that ſpake uprightly, (Amos v. 10.) Accordingly, thy 


People (faith Gop to Ezekiel) ſtill are talking againſt 
thee, by the Walls, and in the Doors of the 9 
(e. xxxiii. 30.) And Amaziah the Prieft ſent to Jero- 
boam, King of Iſrael, ſaying, Amos hath conſpired againſt 
thee in the Midſt of the Houſe of Iſrael; the Land is 
not able to bear all his Wordt. Alſo Amaziah ſaid unto 
Amos, Go flee thee away into the Land of Judah, and 
propheſy there. But propheſy not again any more at Be- 
thel, for it is the King's Chapel, and it is the King's 
Court, (c. vii. 10, 12, 13.) From the ſame Spirit it 
Was that they ſaid of Jeremiah, Come and let us. deviſe 
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Devictt Neg e faite him with 
the To ongue, and let us not give heed to any of his Words, 
(c. xvii. 18.) Hence it was that he was conſtrained 
to cry out, O Lord, I am in Deriſian daily; every one 
 mocketh me. Since J ⸗pate, the Word of the Zerd was 
made a Reproach unto me, and a Deriſſon daily Fur 1 
heard the defaming of many, Fear. on every Side: Report, 
Jay they, and we will report it: All my Familiars 
ewatched for my halting ; ſaying, Peradventure he will 
be enticed, and abe hall prevail ST him, and we 
Fall take our Revenge on him, (c. xx. 7, 8. 10.) And 
elſewhere, Woe is me, my Mother, that theu haſt borne 
me a Man of Strife, and a Man of Contention to the 
 ewhole Earth. TI hawe neither lent on Uſury, nor Men 
have lent to me on Uſury ; yet every one of them doth curſe 
ee. ie, 

17. But F a Man evalking in the Spirit of Falſhood, 
do lie (faith the Prophet Micah) ſaying, I will pro- 
Pheſy unto thee of Wine and flirong Drink, he ſpall even 
be the Prophet of this People, (c. ii. 11.) And God gave 
them Paſtors after their own Hearts ; ſuch were thoſe 
Sons of Eli, Sons of Belial, who knew not the Lord, 
(i Sam. ii. 12.) rapacious, covetous, violent Men, 
ver. 14, 15, 16.) by reaſon of whom Men abhorred 
the Offering of the Lord, (ver. 17.) who not only made 
themſelves wile, (e. iii. 13.) but alſo made the Lord's 
People to tranſgreſs, (c. ii. 24.) while they made them- 
ſelves fat with the chiefet of all the Offerings of Iſrael, 
(v. 29.) Such were thoſe of whom Baia ſays, 7 be 
Prieſt and the Prephet have erred thro' flrong Drink ; 
they are fevallowed up of Wine, (c. xxviii. 7.) Comte as 
ye, ſay they, I will fetch Wine, and wwe will fill our- 

ſelves with frong Drink; and To-morrow all be as 
this Day, and much more abundant, (c. lvi. 12.) 'There- 
fore {ſaith he) the Lord hath poured out upon you the 
Stirit of deep Sleep, and hath cloſet your Eyes: The 
Þr ophets and the Seers hath he covered; and the Viſion 
of all is become unto you as the Words of a Book' that is 
ſealed, (c. xxix. 10, 11.) Such alſo were thoſe of 
whom he faith, His Watchmen are blind, they are all 
ignorant; they are all dumb Dogs; they cannot bark, 
Foe, lying ea loving to _ Tra, ti are 
Frei 
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Freey Dogs, which can never have enough, and they are 


Shepherds that cannot underſland. They all look to their 
own Way every one for his Gain, from his Quarter. 
(c. Ivi. 10, 11.) | 

Little better were thoſe of wham the Prophets that 
followed have left us ſo dreadful an Account; Both Pro- 
.phet and Prieft are prophane ; yea, in my Houſe have # 
Found their Wickedneſs, ſaith the Lord. And from the 
Prophets of Jeruſalem, is Prophaneneſs gone forth into al! 
the Land, (Jer. xxiii. 11, 15.) Her Prieſts have vio- 
dated my Law, and hade prophaned my holy Things: they 
hade put no Difference between the Holy and the Prophane, 
and I am prophaned among them, (Ezek. xxii. 26.) FJ. 
be a Father, where is mine Honour ; and if I be a Ma- 


fer, wheres my Fear? ſaith the Lord of Hoſts unto you, 
O Priefts, that deſpiſe my Name, (Mal. i. 6.) 


Yea, ſome of them were fallen into the groſſeſt Sins. 
The Company of Prieſts, ſaith Hoſea, commit Lewadneſs * 
There is Whoredom in Ephraim, Iſrael is deſpiſed, (c. vi. 
9, 10.) I have ſeen alſo in the Prophets of Jeruſalem 


(faith Gop by Jeremiab an horrible Thing; they com- 


mit Adultery and walk in Lies, (c. xxiii. 14.) 
18. And thoſe who were clear of this, were deeply 


covetous. Who is there among you, that would ſhut the 


Doors for nought ? Neither do ye kindle Fire on my Altar 


for nought. I have no Pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lord of 


Hoſts, (Mal. vi. 10.) The Prieſts of Zion preach for 
Hire, and the Prophets thereof” divine for Money. Let 
will they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, Is not the Lord 
among us? (Mic. iii. 11.) Thus, ſaith the Lord, the Pro- 


Sbets bite cuith their Teeth, and cry, Peace: And he 


that putteth not into their Mouths, they even prepare War 
-againſ? him, (c. iii. 5.) Therefore the Word of the 
Lord came unto Ezekiel, ſaying, Propheſy againſt the 
Shepherds of Iſrael, and ſay, Moe be to the Shepherds 


/ lirael that do feed themſelves : Should not the Shep- 


herds feed the Flocks? Ye eat the Fat, and ye cloath you 

ewith the Wool ; but ye feed not the Flock. The Di 

tas d have ye not firengthen'd, neither have ye healed 

that which was fick, neither have ye bound up that 

"hich was broken, neither have ye brought again ee 
| | awhic 
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which was driven away, neither have ye ſought that 
evhich was loft, but with Force and with Cruelty have ye 
ruled them. And they were ſcattered becauſe there is no 
Shepherd, and they became I cat to all the Bea ſts of the 
Field. Yea, my Flock was ſcattered upon all the Face of 
the Earth, and none did ſearch or ſeek after them, (C. 
 Xxx1Vv. 1,----6,) 5 | 

19. To the ſame Effect do the other Prophets de- 
clare, Ye are departed out of the Way, ye have cauſed 
many to flumble.----- Therefore have J alſo made you con- 
temptible and baſe before all the People, (Mal. ii. 8, 9.) 
From the Prophet even unto the Prieſt, every one dealeth 
falſely. They have healed alſo the Hurt of the Daughter 
of my People ſlightly, ſaying Peace, Peace, when there ts 
10 Peace, (Jer. vi. 13, 14.) They propheſy Lies in my 
Name, (c. xiv. 14.) They ſay flill unto them that de- 
ſpiſe me, the Lord hath ſaid, ye ſhall have Peace; and 
they ſay unto every Man that walketh after the Imagina- 
tion of his own Heart, no Evil ſhall come upon you, (o. 
XXU1. 17.) The Prophets of Jeruſalem frengthen the 
Handi of the Ewil-doers, that none doth return from his 
Wickedneſs, (v. 14.) They have ſeduced my People, and 
one built up a Wall, aud lo others daubed it with untem- 
per d Mortar, (Ezek. xiii. 10.) With Lies they have 
made the Hearts of the righteous ſad, whom ] have not 


nade ſad; and ſtrengthened the Hands of the Wicked, 


that he ſhould not return from his Wicked Way, by pro- 
mifing him Life, (v. 22.) Many Paſtors have deſtroyed 
my Vineyard, they have trodden my Portion under Foot; 
they lade made my pleaſant Portion a deſolate Wilderneſs, 
(Jer. xii. 10.) There is à Conſpiracy of her Prophets in 
the Midſt of her, like à roaring Lion, ravening the 
Prey. They have devoured Souls, (Ezek. xxii. 25.) 
Thus faith the Lord, Feed the Flock of the Slaughter; 
 ewhoſe Poſſefſors ſlay them, and hold themſelves not guilty, 
and they that ſell them ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord, for 1 am 
#i.h; and their own Shepherds pity them not, (Lach. xi. 
4. 5) 
II. 7. Such is the general Account which the Ser p- 
tures give of the Jews, the antient Church of Goo. 
a And 


zo Men of Reaſon and Religion. 15 


And fince all theſe things were auritten for our Inflruc- 
tion, who are now the viſible Church of the Gop of 
Iirael, I ſhall in the next Place appeal to all who pro- 
feſs this, to every one who calls himſelf a Chri/tian, 
How far in each Inſtance the Parallel holds? and OY 
much eve are better than zhey ? 


And firſt, Were they 4 ſcontented? Did they repine at 
the Providence of God? Did they fay, I the Lord 
among us or not? when they were in imminent Dau- 
ger, or preſſing Want, and ſaw no Way to eſcape? 
And which of us can ſay, I am clear from this Sin: I 
have waſhed my Hands and my Heart in Innocency? 
Have not we who judge others, done the Same Things? 
murmured and repincd times without Number? yea, ard 
that when we were not in prefling Vant, nor diſtreſſed 
with imminent Danger? Are we not in general, (our 


_ own Writers being the Judges) have we not ever 


been ſrom the earlieſt Ages, a repining, murmuring, da/- 
contented People, never long ſatisfied either with Gop or 
Man ? Surely in this we have great need to humble 
ourſelves before Gop; for we are in no wile better 


than they. 


But Fefburen forſook GOD which made bias and 
lightly efleemed the Rack of his Salvation. And did not 
England too? Alk ye of the Generations of old, en- 
quire from the riſing of the Sun to the going down 


thereof, whether there was ever a People called by his 
Name, which had leſs of G0 D in all their Thoughts ? 


Who in the whole Tenor of their Behaviour ſhew'd ſo 

light an Eficem for the Rock of their Salvation? | 
Could there ever be ſtronger Cauſe for Gor to c 

out, Hear, O Heavens, and give Zar, O Earth! For 


hath he not nouriſhed and brought us up as his Children? 
And yet, how have we rebelled againſt him! It Iſrael 


of old did not know GOD; if his antient People did 
not conſider ; was this peculiar to Them? Are not We 


alſo under the very ſame Condemnation? Do We, as 
'a People, #now Gor? Do We conſider him as Gon? 


Do We tremble at the Preſence of his Power? Do 


We revere his excellent Majeſty? Do we remember 


2 | at 
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at all Times Gop is here! He is now reading mx 
Heart: He ſpieth out all my Ways: There is not a 
Word in my Tongue but he knoweth it altogether: 
Ts this the Character of us Engliſb Chriftians? The 
Mark whereby we are known from the Heathen ?. 
Do We thus nov Gop Thus confider his Power, his 
Love, his all-ſeeing Eye? Rather, are we not like- 

wiſe a ſinful Nation, who have forgotten him Days with- 
o Number! A People laden with Iniguity, continually 
for/aking the LORD, and provoking the Holy One of 
Jtfrael. ; 

2. There is indeed a wide Difference, in this Re- 
ſpect, between the Fewws and us; they Happen d (if I © IB 
may ſo ſpeak) to forget Gop,. becauſe other Things 

came in their Way: But we geen to forget him. 
we do it of ſet Purpoſe, becauſe we do not like to re- 
member him. From the Accounts given by Jeremiah, 
we have Reaſon to believe, that when that People | 
was moſt deeply corrupted, yet the greateſt Men in 
the Nation, the Miniſters of State, the Nobles and 
Princes of Judah, talk'd of Gop ſome times, perhaps, 
as frequently as upon any other Subject. But is it ſo 
among us? Rather, is it not a Point of Good-breed- 
ing to put Gop far away, out of our Sight? Is he 
t Ik'd of at all among the Great? The Nobles, or 
Miniſters of State in England? Among any Perſons | 
of Rank or Figure in the World? Do they allow Go. 
any Place in their Converſation? From Day to Day, | 
from Year to Year, do you diſcourſe one Hour of the | 
Wonders he doth for the Children of Men? If one at 
a Gentleman or a Nobleman's Table was to begin a. 
Diſcourſe, of the Wiſdom, Greatneſs, or Power of Gop, 
would it not occaſion (at leaſt) as much Aſtoniſhment,. 
.as if he had begun to talk Blaſphemy? And if the 
unbred Man perſiſted therein, would it not put all the 
Company in Confuſion ? and what do you ſincerely be- 
heve the more favourable Part would ſay of him when 
he was gone? But that--- © He is a little touch'd in 

his Head!“ or, © Poor Man! he has not ſeen the 

Wor * | 
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+ Yoo e chivdgicbe naked Tinh; Det how ber- 


ible is the Thought to every ſerious Mind! Into what 


a State is this Ghriftian Nation fallen! Nay, the Men 
of Eminence, of Fortune, of Education! Would not 


thinking Foreigner,. who ſhould be preſent at ſuch 


an Interview, be apt to conclude, That the Men of 
Quality in England were Atheiſts? That they did not 
believe there was any Gov at all; or, at beſt but an 
Epicurean Gor, who ſat at Eaſe upon the Circle of 
the Heavens, and did not concern himſelf about us 

Worms of the Earth? Nay, but he underſtands every 

Thought now riſing in your Heart. And how long. 
can you put him out of your Sight? Only till this Veil- 
of Fleſh is wa in ſunder. For your Pomp will not 
then f9//ow you, Will not your Body be mingled with 
common Dutt? And your Soul ſtand naked before 
God? O that you would now acquaint yourſelf with” 
Gov, that you may then be cloathed with Glory and 
Immortality! 1 1 
3. Did Gop complain of the Jews, Even from the Days 
of your Fathers ye ars gone away from mine Ordinancets, 
and have not hept them? And how juſtly may he make 
the ſame Complaint of us? For how exceeding ſmall a 
Proportion do we find of thoſe in any Place who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, that 'make a Conſcience of -at- 

tending them? Does one Third of the Inhabitants in 

any one Pariſh throughout this great City, conſtantly at- 

tend Public Prayer and the Miuiſiry of his Word,” as of 
Conſcience towards Gop? Does one Tenth of thoſe. 
who acknowledge it is an Inſtitution of Cuszsr, duly. 


attend 2he Lord's Supper? Does a fiftieth Part of the 


nominal. Members of the Church of England obſerve the 
Fats of the Church, or ſo much as the forty Days of 
Lent, and all Fridays in the Vear? Who of theſe then 
can caſt the firſt Stone at the us, for neglecting the 

Ordinances of Gop ? | £ . 
Nay, how many Thoufands are found. among us, 
who have never partook of the Supper of the Lord? 
How many Thouſands are there, that live and die 
in this unrepented Diſobedience? What Multitudes,, 
even in this Chrifian City, do not attend any Public 
| 33 Wos- 
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Worſhip at all? No, nor ſpend. a ſingle Hour from 
one Year to another in privately pouring out their 
Hearts before Gop? Whether Gop mceteth him that 
rer embreth him in his Ways or not, is no Coricern of 
theirs: So the Man eats and drinks, and dies as a 
Beaft dicth, e . | 


» Drops into the Dark and diſappears.” 


It was not therefore of the Children of 1/-ael alone, 
that the Meſſenger of Gop might ſay, There is none 
(comparatively) that calleth upon thy Name, that ſtirreth 
SFimſelf up to take bold of Thee. 5 N 


4. Ye have heard, that it was ſaid to them of old 
"Time, Becauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth. But 
if this might be ſaid of the Land of Canaan, how 
much more of bis Land? In what City or Town, 
in what Market or Exchange, in what Street or 
Place of Publick Reſort, is not the Holy Name whereby 
abe are called taken in vain, Day by Day? From 
the Noble to the Peaſant, who fails to call upon 
O D, in this, if in no other Way? Whither can 
you turn, where can you go, without hearing ſome 
praying to GOD for Damnation, either on his Neigh- 
bour or himſelf? Curſing thoſe, without either Fear or 
2 whom Cuk15sT hath bought to inherit a Bleſ- 
Te x i 

Are you one of theſe Stupid, Senſeleſs, Shameleſs 
Wretches, that call fo earneſtly for Damnation on your 
own Soul? What if G O D ſhould take you at your 
Word? Are you able to dwell with everlaſiing Burn- 
angs? If you are, a why ſhould you be in Haſte, to 
be in the Lake of Fire burning with Brimſtone? GOD 
help you, or you will be there, ſoon enough, and 
Jong enough; for that Fire is not quenched! But the 
Smoke thereof aſcendeth up, Day and Night, for ever and 
And what is that important Affair, concerning which 
you was but now appealing to Gop? Was you calling 
GOD to record upon pour Soul, touching your Everlaſt- 
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ing Salyation ? No; but touching the Beauty of your 
Horſe, the Swiftneſs of your Dog, or the Goodneſs of 
your Drink ! How is this? What Notion have you 07 
GOD ? What do you take him to be? 


Leirco folidam prebet a valle barkam 
9 ? 


What Stopidiry, what Infatuation is this! Thus with- 
out either Pleaſure or Profit or Praiſe, to ſet at nought 
him that hath / Power both in 8 and Earth ! 
Wantonly to proweke the Eyes of his Glory 4% 

Are you a Man of Letters, who are Tank ſo low? 1 
will not then ſend you to the Inſpired Writers (ſo call- 
ed: Perhaps you may diſdain to receive Inſtruction by 
them,) but to the Old, blind Heathen. Cou'd you only 
fix in your Mind the Idea he had of G0 D, (tho? it is 
not ſtrictly juſt, unleſs we refer it to GOD made Man? 
5 wou 'G never thus affront him more, K 
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Shall not the very Heathen then, riſe up in eee 
againſt this Generation, and condemn it ? Yea, and not 
only the Learned Heathens of Greece and Rome, but 
the Savages of America, For I never remember to 
have heard a Wild Indian name the Name of Sootalci- 
cater, (Him that ſitteth in Heaven) without either 
laying his Hand upon his Breaſt, or caſting his Eyes 
down to the Ground. And you are a Chriſtian! O 
how do you cauſe the very Name of Chri/tianity to be 
blaſphemed among the Heathen ! 

But is it Jig % Swearing only, (inexcuſable as that 
15) becauſe of which our Land mourneth ? May it not. 
alſo be ſaid of us, 7% they ſay the Lord liveth, ſurely 
they ſwear falſely ? Yea, to ſuch a Degree, that there 
is hardly the like, in any Nation under Heaven; that 
almolt every Corner of the Land is filled with wilful, 
deliberate Perj ur y. 


1 ſpeak 
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I ſpeak not now of the Perjuries which every Com- 
mon Swearer cannot but run into Day by Day. (And 
indeed Common Swearing notoriouſly contributes to 
the Growth of Perjury. For Oaths are little minded 
when common Uſe has ſullied them, and every Mi- 
nute's Repetition has made them cheap and vulgar.””) 
Nor of thoſe which are continually committed and of- 
ten detected in our open Courts of Juſtice. Only with 
Regard to the latter I muſt remark, That they are a 
Natural Conſequence, of that monſtrous, ſhocking Man- 
ner, wherein Oaths are uſually adminiſter'd therein : 
Without any Decency or Seriouſneſs at all; much leſs 
with that awful Solemnity, which a Rational Heathen 
wou'd expect, in an immediate Appeal to the Great 
GOD of Heaven. F- 
I had once deſigned to conſider all the Oaths which 
are cuſtomarily taken by any Sett of Men among us. 
But I ſoon found this was a. Work too weighty for me: 
So almoſt in infnitum are Oaths multiplied in Exg/and : 
I ſuppoſe to a Degree which is not known in any other 
Nation in Europe.  _ 1 75 
What I now propoſe is, To inſtance only in a few, 

(but thoſe not of ſmall Importance) and to ſhew, how 
amazingly little Regard is had, to what is ſolemnly pro- 
miſed or affirmed before GOD. 5 

6. This is done, in part, to my Hands by a late Au- 
thor. So far as he goes, I ſhall little more than tran- 
ſcribe his Words. (Mr. Diſacy's Firſt Eſſay, p. 3o.) 
„When @ Juſtice of Peace is {worn into the Com- 
miſſion, he makes Oath ----- That he ſhall do equal 
Right to the Poor and to the Rich, after his Cunnin 
Wit and Power, and after the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
the Realm and Statutes thereof made, in all Articles in 
the King's Commiſſion to him direRed. ----What:thoſe 
Articles are, you will find in the firſt Aſſignavimus of 
the Commiſſion : ©© We have aſſigned you and every. 
one of you, jointly and ſeverally-----to keep and cauſe ta 
be kept, all Ordinances and Statutes, made for------the 
Quiet, Rule and Government of our People, in all and 
every the Articles thereof, according to the Force,. 


Ferm ard Effect of the fame, and to chaſtiſe and = 
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niſb all Perſons, offending againſt any of them, accord: 
ing to the Form of thoſe Statutes and Ordinances. ' 
So that he is ſolemnly ſworn to the Execution of all. 
ſuch Statutes, as the Legiſlative Power of the Nation 
has thought fit to throw upon his Care. Such are all 
thoſe (among others) made againſt Drunkerneſs, Tipling, 
Prophane Swearing, Blaſphemy; lewd and diſorderly 
Practices, and Prophanation of the Lord's Day.“ And: 

'tis. hard to imagine how a Juſtice of Peace can think 
himſelf more concerned, to /uppre/ſs Riots or Private 
Quarrels, than he is to levy Twelve Pence on a Pro- 
pbane Sæuearer, Five Shillings on a Drunkard, Ten Shil- 
lings on the Publick Houſe that /uffers Tipling, or any 
other Penalty which the Law exacts of Vice and Immo- 
rality. The ſame Oath binds him both to one and the 
other, laying an equal Obligation upon his Conſcience. 
How a Magiſtrate, who neglects to puniſh Exceſs, Pro- 
133 and Impiety, can excuſe himſelf from the 

uilt of Perjury, I don't pretend to know. If he rea- 
ſons fairly, he will find himſelf as much for/avorn, as 
an Evidence who being upon his Oath, to declare 2% 
whole Truth, nevertheleſs conceals the moſt conſiderable 
Part of it. And his Perjury is ſo much the more 1n- 
Famous, as the ill Example and Effects of it will be miſ- 
chievous.“ : 
7. The ſame Author (in the Profuce to his Second 
Eſſay) goes on: 

* You, Gentlemen of the Grand Furics, take a 
ſolemn Oath, That you will Aligently enquire, and true 
Preſentment make, of all ſuch Articles, Matters and 
Things as Hall be given you in Charge: As alſo, that 
you will (not only preſent no Perſon for Envy, Hatred, 
or Malice, but) not leave any wpreſented, for Fear, 
Favour or Affection. Now, are not the Laws _— 
Immorality and Prophaneneſs given you in Charge, as 
well as thoſe againſt Riots, Felony and Treaſon ? Are 
not Preſentment and Indictment One Method expreſly. 
appointed by the Statutes, for the Puniſhment of Drun- 
kermneſs and Tipling? Are not Houſes of Bawdry and 
Gaming, puniſhable in the ſame Courts, and conſequent- 
ty 3 by oy Is. not che Proclamation for the 
puniſhing 
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puniſhing of Vice, Prophaneneſs and Immorality, always 
read before you as ſoon as you are ſworn? And does 
not the Judge of Afſize, or Chairman of the Bench, 
in the Charge given immediately after the reading it, 
either recite to you the particular Laws againſt ſuch 
Offences, or refer you for them to that Proclamation ? 
*Tis plain from all this, that you are bound upon your 
Oaths, to preſent all Vice and Immorality, as well as 
other Crimes, that fall within your Knowledge, be- 
cauſe they are expreſly given you in Charge. And this 
you are to do, not only when Evidence is offer'd be- 
fore you by the Iyformation of others, but with Regard 
to all ſuch Offences as you or any of you are able of 
your own Perſonal Knowledge to preſent : All which you 
have ſworn to do impartially, without Fear, Favour, 
or Affection. | a 
I leave it now with all reaſonable Men to conſider, 
How few Grand Jurors perform this? And conſequent- 
ly, What Multitudes of them, throughout the Nation, 
fall under the Guilt of Wilful Perjury ß 50 
8. The Author proceeds, (p. 8.) * I ſhall next ad- 
dreſs myſelf to you that are Conſtables. And to you I 
mult needs ſay, That if you know your Duty, tis no 
Thanks to us that are Zuflices. For the Oath we nſu- 
ally give you is ſo Sort, and in ſuch general Terms, 
that it leaves with you no Manner of Inſtruction in the 
Particulars of the Office to which you are ſworn. But 
that which ought to be given you, recites Part of your 
Puty in the following Words: ; 
ou ſhall do your beſt Endeavour, that Rogues, 
Vagabonds and Night-walkers, be apprehended ; and 
that the Statutes made for their Puniſhment, be duly 
put in Execution: You ſhall have à avatchful Eye to 
178 | fuch as ſhall keep any Houſe or Place where any un- 
tt laauful Game is uſed : As alſo to ſuch as ſhall frequent 
if ſuch Places, or ſhall z/e any unlawful Games, there or 
_ elſewhere. You ſhall preſent all and every the Offences 
1 contrary to the Statutes made to reſtrain the Tip/ing in 
+ Cit! Iuns, Ale-houſes, and other Victualling Houſes, and for 
| repreſſing of Drunkenne/s. You ſhall once in the Year, 
1 Auring your Office, preſent all Popi/þ Recuſants. Gor 


Wr 
ſhall well and duly execute all Precepts and Warrants to 
| you directed. And you ſhall well and duly, according 
| to your Knowledge, Power and Ability, do and exe- 
cute all other Things belonging to the Office of a Con- 
fable, ſo long as you ſhall continue therein,” 


Upon this, © I would obſerve firſt, That Actors of 


Plays are expreſt by Name within the Statute, to be 


taken up for Vagabonds, and puniſh'd accordingly : 
And that though a Statute of Queen Elixabeth's excepts 
ſuch Companies as have a Licence under the Hand and 
Seal of a Nobleman, yet a later Statute in the Reign 
of King James I. has taken away that Protection from 
them; by declaring, That from thenceforth no Authority 
to be given by any Peer of the Realm, ſhall be available 
to free or diſcharge them from the Pains and Puniſhments 
of that former Statute. Every Conſtable therefore in 
thoſe Pariſhes, where any of thele Strolling Players 
come, is bound by his Oath, to ſeize upon, correct, 
and fend them packing without Delay.” | | 
The next Part of your Oath obliges you to keep 
a <vatchfil Eye, on ſuch Houſes as keep and ſuch Per- 
| ſens as uſe unlawful Gaming. The Statute directs you 


Aa xeellh, or at leaſt monthly, to ſearch within your Liber- 


ties, all Houſes or Places ſuſpected of this Offence, and 
upon diſcovering, to bring them to Puniſhment. Upon 
this Article I would obſerve, 1. That the Law makes 
ſome Allowance, for Artificers, Huſbandmen, Appren- 
tices, Labourers and Servants, to play in Chriſtmas, but 
at no other Time of the Year ; and 2. That all Sports 
and Paſtimes whatſoever are made Unlawful upon the 
Lord's Day, by a Statute of King Charles TI. You 
are therefore bound upon Oath, to bring to Puniſhment 
ſach as are guilty of prophaning that Day by any Sports 
or Paſtimes whatſoever,” 92 | 
The following Parts of your Oath are, 1. That you 
ſhall pre/ent all and every the Offences of Tipling and 
Drunkenneſs that come to your Knowledge; 2. That 
you ſhall once in the Year preſent all Popiſh Recuſants. 
Nay, and by the Statute on which your Oath is ground- 
ed, you are obliged once a Year to preſent in Seſſion, 
all thoſe within your Pariſhes, who (not being Diſſen- 
| Sy | ters) 
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ters) come not once in a Month, at leaſt, to Church.“ 
And 3. That you ſhall awe// and duly execute all Pre- 
| cepts and Warrants to you directed. I believe no Con- 
fable will pretend to be ignorant of this. How is it 
| | then, that when we ſend out Warrants, to levy on 
ut | Offenders for Searing, Drunkenneſ5, and the like, thofe 
Warrants are ſo ill obey'd? Are you not fwworn to ex- 
11 ecute theſe as well as any other, and that duly too, ac- 
cCcCCording to the Tenor of your Precept? Your Precept 
tells you, you ſhall demand ſuch a Sum; and if the 
Offender will not pay, you ſhall /zvy it by Diftreſs of his 
Goods: And if no Diſtreſs can be taken, you are then 
only to ſet him in the Stocks; otherwiſe you have no 
Authority ſo to do: Nor is the ſetting him in the 
Stocks, when you-might have diſtrain'd, any Execution 
of your Precept. 

< The laſt Part of your Oath is in general Terms, 
That you ſhall ave// and duly, according to your Know- 
ledge, Power, and Ability, do and execute all other 
Things belonging to the Office of a Conſtable. I ſhall 
inſtance in ſome Things which certainly belong to your 
Office, becauſe You, and none elſe, can do them. 1. A 
Conſtable may, without a Warrant, apprehend any 
Perſons, and carry them before a Juſtice, who are driv- 
ing Carts, Horſes or Cattle on the Loxp's Day: 2. He 
may do the ſame, without -a Warrant, to ſuch as he 
ſhall find at Sports or Paſtimes on that Day. 3. To 
ſuch as he ſhall find tipling in Publick-Houſes ; 4. Shop- 
keepers ſelling or expoſing Goods to Sale on the Loxp's 
Day; and laſtly, to ſuch as he ſhall find druni or bla/- 
pbeming, or prophanely ſwearing or curſing “ 

* Thus I have ſhewn you, in part, 4vhat belongs to 
your Office : Tt is well, if according to the Tenor of 
your Oath, you duly, to the beſt of your Knowledge and 
Ability, do and execute all theſe Things. But remember, 

that, if you do not, if you negle& any of them, you 
are forſworn. | 
Now let all Men judge, How many Conſtables in 
England are clear of Wilful Perjur ß 
9. I will now (he goes on) addreſs myſelf to 
 Churchwardens, Your Oath is, That you ſhall well 
„„ and 
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und truly execute the Office of a Chur ch-avarden, for 


the enſuing Year; and to the beſt of your Skill and 
Knowledge, preſent ſuch Perſons and Things, as are 
preſentable, by the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of the Realm.“ 
I ſhall ſet down only a'few of theſe. | 
* The Statute of King James I. obliges you to pre- 


ſent once a Year, all monthly Ab ſenters from Church.“ 


* The goth Canon enjoins you, firſt to ad, and 
then, if they reform not, to preſent, all your Pariſhio- 
ners who do not duly reſort to Church on Sundays, and 
there continue the whole Time of Divine Service, On 
this Article obſerve, 1. That a Perſon's being abſent 
from Church, is Ground ſufficient for you to proceed. 
2. That you are not only to preſent, thoſe who ds not 
come to Church, but alſo thoſe that behave zrreverently 
or indecently there, either walking about, or talking ; 


-all who do not abide there orderly and ſoberiy, the 


whole Time of Service and Sermon, and all that /oiter 
away any Part of that Time, in the Church-yard or 
m the Fields.“ 
The 112th Canon enjoins you, within 40 Days 
aſter Eaſter, to exhibit to the Biſhop or his Chancellor, 
the Names of all above the Age of ſixteen, within your 
Pariſh, that did not receive the Communion.” 
Other Statutes oblige you to preſent Drunkernneſs, 
Tippling, and Publick Houſes /uffering Perſons to tipple 
in them.“ i 
* And the 109th Canon binds you to preſent a/l_ 
manner of Vice, Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, requir- 
ing you faithſully to preſent all and wvery the Offen- 


| ders in Adultery, Whoredom, Drunkenne/ſs, Prophane 


Stzvraring, or any other Uncleanneſs and Wickedne/s of 
Life.“ It is therefore a Part of that Office to which 
you are ſolemnly ſworn, to preſent not only all Drun- 
Kenne and T ifpling, but Prophane Swearing, Leawdneſe, 
and whatſoever elſe is contrary to Chriſtian Piety. So 
that if you know any of your Pariſhioners, be his Qua- 
lity or Circumſtances what they will, that is guilty of 
any of theſe, you are obliged to preſent him at the next 
Vifitaticn, or you are yourſclves guilty of Phu. And 
the 26th Canon expreſſes ſuch an Abhorrence of a 
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26 A farther Appeal 


Charch-warden's Neglect in this Matter, that it forbids 
the Miniſter, in any wiſe, to admit you to the Holy 
Communion, who (as the Words of the Canon are) 
: having taken your Oaths to preſent all ſuch Offences in 
eur ſeveral Pariſhes, Gall notwithlanding your ſaid 
. Oaths, either in neglecting or refuſing to preſent, wit- 
- tingly and willingly, deſperately and irreligiouſly incur, 
_ the Horrid Guilt of Perjury.”” 1 

And who is clear? I appeal to every Miniſter of a 
Pariſb, from one End of England to the other, How 
many Charch-wwardens have you known, in twenty, 
thirty, forty Years, who did not thus de/perately and ir- 
religiouſly incur, the horrid Guilt of Perjury ? 


10. I proceed to Perjuries of another Kind. The 
Oath taken by all Captains of Ships, every Time they 
return from a 'Trading Voyage, runs in theſe 'Terms : 
Ido ſwear, That the Entry above written, now 
tender'd and ſubſcribed by me, is a juſt Report of the 

Name of my Ship, its Burthen, Built, Property, Num- 
ber and Country of Mariners, the preſent Maſter and 
Voyage: And that it doth further contain a true Ac- 
count of my Lading, with the particular Marks, Num- 
bers, Quantity, Quality and Conſignment, of all the 

Goods and Merchandizes in my. ſaid Ship, to the beſt 
of my Knowledge; and that I have not broke Bulk, 
or delivered any Goods out of my ſaid Ship, ſince her 
"Tading in. | So help me God.” 
Theſe Words are ſo clear, expreſs and unambiguous, 
that they require no Explanation. But who takes this 

plain Oath, without being #ncwving/y and deliberately 

Jorſauern? Does one Captain in fifty? Does one in five 

Hundred? May we not go farther yet ? Are there five 
Captains of Veſſels now in London, who have not at 
one Time or another, by this very Oath, which they 
| knew to be falſe when they took it, incurred the Guilt 
of Wilful Perjury ? - ; 
11. The Oath which all Offcers of his Majeſty's 

Cuſtems, take at their Admiſſion into their Office, runs 

. | 

4 l do ſwear to be true and faithful in the Execution, 
to the beſt of my Knowledge and Power, of the Truſt 
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committed to my Charge and Inſpection, in the Service 
of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms : And that 1 will not take or 
receive, any Reward or Gratuity, directly or indirect- 
ly, other than my Salary, or what is or ſhall be al- 
lowed me from the Crown, or the regular Fees eſta- 
bliſh'd by Law, for any Service done or to be done in 
the Execution of my Employment in the Cuſtoms, on 
any Account whatſoever. So help me God.“ 
Oa this it may be obſerved, 1. That there are Rege- 
lar Fees, eſtabliſb d by Law, for ſome of theſe Officers; 


2. That the reſt do hereby engage. not to take or re- 


ceive any Rexward or Gratuity, directly or indirectli, 
other than their Salary or Allowance from the Crow u, 
en any Account whatſoever. 

How do the Former keep this ſolemn Engagement? 
They whoſe Fees are eftabliſh'd by Law? Do they 
take thoſe. eftabhſh” d Fees, and no more? Do they not 
receive any farther Gratuity ? Not, on any 1 court" 


whatſoever ? * they do, they are undeniably guilty of 
Wilful Perjury.- 


And 15 the latter take 70 Free at all ? Do they re- 
cewve no Reward or Gratuity, for any Service done, or 
to be done, in the Execution of their Employment? Do 
they not take any Money, directiy or indirectly, on any 
Account auhatſoeuer? Every time they do receive either 


more or leſs, they alſo are flatly for/avorn. I 


Vet, who ſcruples either the one or the other? Either 
the taking a larger Fee than the Law appoints ? Or the 
taking any Fee, large or ſmall, which is offer'd, even 


Where the Law appoints none at all? 


What innumerable Perjuries then are here committed, 
over and over, day by day! And without any Re- 
morſe ; without any Shame! Without any Fear either 
of God or Man! 

12. I will produce but one Inſtance more. The 
mw of one who votes for a Member of Parliament is 
this: | 
1 do ſwear, I have not received or had, by my- 
felf, or of any Perſon whatſoever in truſt for me, or 
for my Uſe and Benefit, directly or indireMly, any 
Sum or Sums of „ Place or * 
ut 


28 A farther Appeal 
111 Gift or Reward, or any Promiſe or Security for any 
Ji} Money, Office, Employment or Gift, in order to give. 
1 my Vote at this Election, and that I have not before 
1 been polled at this Election. So help me God.“ 
10 We may obſerve here, 1. That this Oath is taken, 
11 il once in ſeven Years (if not oftner) by all the Free- 
$3141 holders, in every, County throughout Exgland and 
22 | 11% Il ales, as well as by. all the Freemen in every City. 
+ aud Porough. Town; and 2. That hereby every Voter 
1111 ſwears, in Words liable to no Evaſion, That he has 
| not received, directly or indirectly, any Gift or. Reward, 
1 or Promiſe of any. 
221118 But (to paſs over thoſe godleſs and ſhameleſs Wretch⸗ 
1 Wd es, who frequently vote twice at one Election) How few 

| are there, who can take this Oath with a Conſcience 

void of Offence? Who have nat receiv'd, directly or 

of! indirect ly, any Gift or Promiſe of any? No! have not. 
| | | you If you have received nothing elſe, have not you. 
'Y} | received Meat or. Drink?. And did you pay for the. 

| | 

| 


Meat or Drink you receiv'd? If not, that was a. 

Gift; and conſequently, you are as really perjured, as 

the Man that has received an hundred Pounds. 
11 What a melancholy Proſpect is then before us! 
19 Here are almoſt a// the common Peofle of any Subſtance. 
1 throughout the Land, both in the City and Country, 

2N 2] calling Go ta. record. to a known, wilful Fal/hood! 


:z 7: = 13. I ſhall conclude this Head in the weighty Words 
39S 38 of the Author before cited. | | 
 *# Moſt of theſe, I am afraid, look upon their. 
« Oaths as Things of cour/e, and little to be regarded. 
„But can there be any thing in the World more ſa- 
*- cred than an Oath? Is it not a ſolemn Appeal to 
Goyp for your Sincerity? And is not that very 
[i «© Appeal an Acknowledgment, that he will ſurely 
| A — 4 Falſhood ? Nay further, Is it not à calling 
1 — the Vengeance of Gop upon yourſelves if 
1 you are falſe? Do you not, by lay ing your Hand 
upon the Goſpel, declare, That you. hope for no 
*. Salvation by Chriſt, if you perform not what you 
1 7 promiſe, or, if what you then a 5 
* true 
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+ true? And do not the Words, So help me COD, 
« ſufficiently prove, that the Intention of your Oath 
4% is ſo? And that if you ſwear falſe, you are to ex- 
-« pet no Mercy from Gon, either in this World or 
% the next? And do you not perſonally and expreſty 
% give your Conſent to this heavy Curſe, by Ang 
< gh Book.? How then dare any of you venture to 
4 play with fo awful an Engagement? Is it that you 
” - think the Oath of a Grand Fury-man, or Pariſh- 
Officer, (of a Captain, an Officer of the Cuſtoms, or 
% a Voter in Elections) “' is not as ſacred and binding 
« as that of an Evidence at the Bar? What is it can 
e make the Difference? Both of them are equally 
Appeals to Gon, and Imprecations of his Venge- 
e ance upon aut Perjury. #3 
14. If there be then a Gop that is not mocked, what 
a Weight of Sin lies on this Nation? And Sin of no 
common Dye; for Perjury has always been accounted 
one of the deepeſt Stain. And how will any one at- 
tempt to excuſe this? By adding Blaſphemy thereto? Sb 
indeed ſome have done; ſaying, like thoſe of old, 
Tub, thou GOD careſt not for it. The Lord ſeeth 
i e. regardeth) us not. The Lord hath forſaken the 
Earth. He has left ſecond Cauſes to take their Courſe, 
and Man in the Hand of his own Counſel. 1 
ö How many are they who now ſpeak thus? According 
to whoſe Minute Philoſophy, the Particular Providence 
of .Gop is utterly exploded, the Hairs of our Head are 
no longer muimbred: And not only a Sparrow, but a 
City, an Empire may fall to the Ground, without the 
Mill or Care of our beavenly Father. Vou allow then 
only a General Providence. I do not underſtand the 
Term. Be ſo kind as to let me know, what you mean 
by aa General Providence, contradiſtinguiſh'd from 
'* a Particular one? I doubt you are at a Loſs for 
an Anſwer; unleſs you mean ſome huge, unweildy 
thing, (I ſuppoſe, reſembling the, Primum Mobile in the 
/Ptolemaick Syſtem) which continually whirls the whole 
Univerſe round, without affecting one thing more than 
another. I doubt this Hypotheſis will demand more 
Proof, than you are at preſent .able to produce ; be- 
2 C3 | ſide 


FP kind, depend wholly upon his Will ; and he increaſes, 
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fide that it is attended with a thouſand Difficulties, 
ſuch as you cannot readily ſolve. It may be therefore 
your wiſeſt Way for once to think with the Vulgar, to 
acquieſce in the plain, ſcriptural Account. This in- 
forms us, that altho! Gop dwelleth in Heaven, yet | 
he flill r#/e:h over all: That his Providence extends I 
to every Individual in the whole Syſtem of Beings Rt 
which he hath made: That all zatural Cauſes of every 13 


leſſens, ſuſpends or deſtroys their Efficacy, according 
to his own good Pleaſure: That he uſes preternatu- 
ral Cauſes at his Will, the Miniſtry of good or of 
evil Angels: And that he hath never yet precluded 
himſelf from exerting his own immediate Power, 
from ſpeaking, Life or Death into any of his Crea- 
| 2 ; from /ooking a World into Being, or into No- 
—_— 5 15 3 
Thinkeſt thou then, O Man, that thou Galt eſcape the 
Judgment of this great GO D? O no longer treaſure 
up unto thyſelf Wrath, againſt the Day of Wrath! Thou 
canſt not recall what is paſt; but now keep thyjelf 
pure, even were it at the Price of all that thou haſt; 
and acknowledge the Goodneſs of Gop, in that he 
1 not long ſince cut thee off, and ſend thee to thy own 
Place. | | 
75 ls. The Jews of old were charged by Gop, with 
' prophaning his Sabbaths alſo. And do we Chriſtians 
come behind them herein? (I ſpeak of thoſe who ac- 
knowledge the Qbligation.) Do we call the Sabbath a 
Delight, holy of the Lord, honourable? Not doing our 
ewn Mays, ner finding our own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking 
aur own Words? Do aur Man. ſerwant and Maid-ſer- 
vant reſt thereon?: And the Stranger that is within our 
Gates? Is no Bufineſs, but what is really neceſſary, 
done within our Houſe ? You know in your-own Con- 
{fience, and Gon knoweth, that the very. reverſe of 
aſs is true. 8 4 TRE 
But ſetting aſide theſe things which are done as it 
Were by Stealth, whether by mean or honourable 
Men.; how many are they, in every City, as well as 
» this, who prophane the Sabbath with a high 8 * 2 
* þ 5 
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How many in this, that openly defy both Gop and the 
King, that break the Laws both divine and human, by 
Working at their Trade, delivering their Goods, re- 
ceiving their Pay, or ſollowing their ordinary Buſineſs, 
in one Branch or another, and eviping their Mouth and 
Jojing, « 1 do no Ei? How many buy and ſell on 
the Day of the Lokp, even in the open Streets of this 
City? How. many open or {with ſome Modeſty) haiF 
open their Shops? And when they have not the Pretence 
of periſhable Goods; without any Pretence at all, Mo- 
ney is their God, and Gain their Godlineſs. — But 
what are all theſe Droves in the Skirts of the Town, 
that well nigh cover the Face of the Earth? Till they 
drop one after another into the numerous Receptacles 
prepared for them in every Corner. What are theſe 
to gain by prophaning the Day of the Loxp? No- 
thing at all. They drink in Iniguity like Mater. Nay, 
many of them pay for their Sin ; perhaps great Part of 
what ſhould ſuſtain their Family the enſuing Week. 
I know not what is finding our uwn Pleaſure, or doing 
our own Ways, if this is not. What then ſhall we 
plead in your Excuſe? That © Many others do it as 
„well as you?” Nay, Number is ſo far from exte- 
nuating your Fault, that it aggravates it above Mea- 
ſure. Fer this is open War againſt Gop. A whole 
Army of you joins together, and with one Conſent, in 
the Face of the Sun, runs upon the thick Boſjes of his 
Buckler.. | | + rag | 
16. It is once mentioned in the Prophets, In thee 
(Jeruſalem): they have ſet ligbt by Father and Mother. 
But frequent mention is made of their ſetting light by 
their Civil Parents, of their Marmurings and Rebellions 
againſt their Governors. Yet {urely our boaſting a- 
gainſt them is excluded, even in this Reſpect. For do 
not all our Hiſtories witneſs ſuch a Series of Muti- 
nies, Seditions, Factions and Rebellions, as are ſcarce to 
be parallel'd in any other Kingdom, ſince the World 
began? And has not the wild, turbulent, ungovern- 
able Spirit of our Countrymen, been cantinually ac- 
knowledg'd and lamented, (as Abundance of their 
Writings teſtify to. this Day) by the cool, mes 
. zart 
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Part of the Nation? Terrible Effects whereof have 


been ſeen and felt, be e cor 


tion. 
But did this Spirit exiſt only in Times paſt ? Bleſſed 


be God, it is now reſtrained; it does not break out; 


but the Traces thereof are Kill eaſy to be found. 
For whence ſprings this continual eating evil of Dig- 
ities ? Of all who are at the Helm * publick Af- 
Fairs? Whence this {raking evil of the Ruler of our 


People, fo common among all Orders of Men? I do 


not include thoſe whoſe Province it is to inſpect. all the 
ꝓublick Adminiſtrations. But is nat almoſt every pri- 


vate Gentleman in the Land, every Clergyman, every 


Tradeſman; yea, every Man or Woman that has a 
Tongue, a Politician, a Settler of the State? Is not 
every Car-man and Porter abundantly more know- 


| ng than the King, Lords and Commons together? 
Able to tell you all their Foibles, to point out their 


Faults and Miſtakes, and how they ought to proceed, 
if they will fave the Nation? Now all this has a 


natural, undeniable Tendency to Mutiny. and Rebel- 
| tion, O what need have we, above any Nation on 

-Earth, of his continual Care and Protection, who alone 
to rule the Raging of the Sea, and fill the 


is a 
Madnejs of the People ! 
17. But to proceed. Were there Drunkards in 


Ephraim, .mighty to drink Wine, Men of Strength to 


2 le 2 Drin? And are there not in England? 
not the Growth of every County, City and 
Ton x heh '? Theſe do not indeed, or not often 77/7 


p early, that they may follow ſtrong Drink ; and ſo con- 
Anne till Night, till Wine inflane them. They have 
found a readier Way; namely, to begin at Night, and 


continue following their Wine or ſtrong Drink till the 
— And ron Numbers are there of theſe 


ch the Land '? Loſt to Reaſon and Humanity, 


-as well as to Religion: So that no Wonder they regard 


not the ond 9 t LW neither ng the Operation 


F 
> N. B. This was cure a Tear ago. 
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Nor indeed have our Drunkards Need to continue from 
Morning to Night, until Wine inflame them : Seeing they. 
have found a far more compendious Method of caſting 
aſide all Senſe and. Reaſon, and diſincumbring them 


ſelves from all Remains, either of Conſcience or Un- 
derſtanding. So that whatever Work of Darkneſs is 
' ſpeedily to be done, and that without any Danger of 


being interrupted, either by Fear, Compaſſion or Re- 

morſe, they may be in a few Moments, by one Draught 
as effectually qualified for it, as if they could ſwallow 
a Legion of Devils. Or, (if that be all their Concern) 
they may, at a moderate Expence, deſtroy their own 


Body as well as Soul, and plunge thro' this /qaid Fire, 
into that prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 


Friend! Stop ! You have the Form of a Man ſtill. 


And perhaps ſome Remains of Underſtanding. O may 


5 the merciful Gon: lay hold of that! Unto Him all 


Things are poſſible. Think a little, for once. What 
is it you are doing? Why ſhould you deſtroy yourſelf? 
I could not uſe the wort Enemy l have in the World, 
as you uſe your/elf. Why ſhould you murder yourſelf/ 


Inch by Inch? Why ſhould you burn yourſelf alive? 
O ſpare your own Body at leatt, if you have no Pity for 
your Soul! But have you a Soul then? Do you really 
believe it? What, a Soul that muſt live for ever? Or 
ſpare thy Soul! Do not deſtroy thy oxuz Soul with an- 
everlaſting Deſtruttion! It was made for Gop. Do 
not give it into the Hands of, that Old Murderer of 
Men! Thou canſt not ſtupify it long. When it leaves: 
the Body, it will awake and ſleep no more. Yet a. 
little while, and it launches out into the great Deep. 
to live and think and feel for ever. And what will 
chear thy Spirit there, if thou haſt not à Drop of Ma- 
ter. te: cool thy Tongue? But the Die is not yet caſt. 
Now cry to.Gop, and Iniguity ſhall not be thy Ruin. 

18. Of old Time there were alſo thoſe that avere ar 
enſe in Zion, that lay upon Beds of Ivory, and ftretched\ 
themſelves upon their Couches, that eat the Lambs out f 
the. Flock, and Calves out of the Stall. But how inele- 


gant. were theſe antient Epicures Lambs out of the, 


Ehack, and Calves out of the. Stall! Were. thele ut 
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bM” Dainties they cou'd procure ? "How have we im-, 
ones, ſince Jrroboam's Time? Who can number the 
Varieties of our Tables; or the Arts we have © To 
_ the Pleaſure of Tafting?*” And what are their 
Couches, or Beds of Ivory, to the Furniture of our A- 
partments? Or their Chains and Bracelets, and Mantles 


and changeable Suits of Apparel, to the Ornaments of 
our Perſons? What Compariſon is there between their 


Diverſions and Ours? Look at Solomon in all his Glo- 
Ty; and yet may we not queſtion, whether he was not 


an utter Stranger to the Pleaſures of the Chaſe? And 
notwithſtanding his 40000 Horſes, did he ever ſee a 


Race in his Lite? He made Gardens and Orchards, and 
Pools of Mater; he planted Vineyards and. built Houſes. © 
But had he one Theatre among them all? No. This 


is the Glory of later Times. Or had he any Concep- 


tion of a Ball, an Aſſembly, a Maſquerade, or a Ri- 


_ ditto? And who imagines that all his Inſtruments of 
_ Muſick put together, were any more to be compared 


te Ours, than his or his Father's rumbling Hebrew | 


© To the ſoft Sing Song of /alian Lays.” 


Th all theſe Points, our Preheminence over the Jews, is 


much every Way. 


Vea, and over our own Anceſtors as well as theirs. 

But is this our Glory or our Shame? Were Fdwart 
the Third, or Henry the Fifth to come among us now, 
what wou'd they think of the Change in their People; 
Would they applaud the elegant Variety at the OI 
Barons Table? Or the coſtly Delicacy of his Furniture 
and Apparel? Wou'd they liſten to theſe Inſtruments of 
Muſick ? Or find Pleaſure in thoſe Diverſions ? Wou'd 


they rejoice to ſee the Nobles and Gentry of the Land, 


Tying at Eaſe, firetching themſelves an Beds of Down? 

00 delicate to uſe their own Limbs, even in the 
Streets of the City ; to bear the Touch of the People, 
the Blowing of the Wind, or the Shining of the Sun! 
O how wou'd their Hearts burn within them! What 
Andignation, © Sorrow, Shame muſt they feel, to ſee the 
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tience and Scorn of Superfluities, the rough, indefati- 

ble Induſtry, exchanged for Softneſs, Auleneſt and 
Falneſ of Bread! Well for them, that they were ga- 
thered unto their Fathers, before this Exchange was 


made 


is To prove at large, That the Luxury and Sen- 
ſuality, the Sloth and Indolence, the Softneſs and Idle- 


7+) "neſs, the Effeminacy and falſe Delicacy of our Nation 
aʒare without a Parallel, wou'd be but loſt Labour. I 


fear, we may ſay, the Lewane/5 too; For if the Jes, 


as the Prophet ſpeaks, a embled themſelves by Troops 


in the Harlot's Houſes, ſo do the Engl, and much 
more abundantly, Indeed, where is Male Chaſtity to 


be found? Among the Nobility ? Among the Geatry ? 


Among the Tradeſmen? Or among the Common Peo- 
le of England? How few lay any Claim to it at all? 
How few defire ſo much as the Reputation of it ? 


Wou'd you yourſelf account it an Honour or a 1 
5 » 


proach, to be rank'd among thoſe of whom it is ſai 


I” - Theſe are they which avere not defiled avith Women ; for 
they are Virgins? And how numerous are they now, 


even among {ſuch as are accounted Men of Honour and 


Probity, who are as fed Horſes, every one neighing after * 


his Neighbour's Wife ? „ 
But as if this were not enough, is not the Sin of 


Sodom too, more common among us than ever it was 
in Teruſalem? Are not our Streets beſet with thoſe 


Monſters of Uncleanneſs, who burn in their Luſt one to- 
ward another, whom Gop hath given up to a 2 


4] Mind, to do thoſe Things which are not convenient? 
Log, thy Compaſſions fail not: Therefore we are not 


conſumed. 3 

20. Neither do we yield to Them in Vjuſtice any 
more than Unc/eanne/s. How frequent are open Rob. 
berics among us? Is not the A of Violence even in our 
Streets? And what Laws are ſufficient to prevent it? 
Does not Theft of various Kinds abound in all Parts of 
the Land. even though Death be the Puniſhment of it ? 
And are there not among us, who take Uſury and In- 
creaſe, who greedily gain of their Neighbour by Extor- 
5 „„ 


by 


0 Men of Reaſon and Religion. 3 5 , 
 antient Hardineſs loſt, the Britih. Temperance, Pa- 
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tion? Yea, Whole Trades which ſubſiſt by ſuch Extor- 
tion, as was not named either among the Jeu, or 
Heathens? I there not yet the ſcant Meaſure, the wicked 


* Balances, and the Bag of deceitful Weights? Beſide 


the thouſand nameleſs Ways of over-reaching and de- 
frauding, the Craft and Myſtery of every Trade and 
Profeſſion. It were an endleſs 'Tafk to deſcend to Par- 
ticulars, to point out in every Circumſtance, how not 


only Sharpers and Gameſters, (thoſe Public Nuſances, 


thoſe Scandals to the EAgliſb Nation) but high and low, 


Ld ” 


7 E 


rich and poor, Men of Character and Men of none, in 
every Station of publick or private Life, have corrupted 
themſelves, and generally applaud themſelves, and count 


it Policy and Wiidom ſo to do: So that if Gain be at 
Hand, they care not, though Juice ſtand afar off: So 
"tit he which departeth from Evil, which cometh not 
Info their Secret, ſtill maketh him/elF a Prey; and the 
Wicked ſtill devoureth the Man that is more rightecus 


than he. | 


And what Redreſs? Suppoſe a Great Man to op- 
preſs the Needy? Suppoſe the Rich grinds the Face of 
the Poor: What Remedy againſt ſuch Oppreſſion can 
he find in this Chriſtian Country? If the one is Rich and 


the other Poor, doth not Juſtice fand afar eg? And is 
not the Poor under the utmoſt Improbability, (if not 


% 


Impoſſibility) of obtaining it? Perhaps the Hazard is 
greater among us, than either among Fews, Turks or 
„ . 3 

For Example. Suppoſe a Great Man, with or with- 


* 


dut Form of Law, does wrong to his Poor Neighbour. 


What will you do? Sue his Lordſhip at Common Law ? 


FHave the Cauſe tried at the next Seſſions or Aſſizes? 
Alas l. Your own Neighbours, thoſe who know the 
Whole Caſe, will tell you, & You are out of your 
Senſes. © But twelve Good Men and True will do 


me Juſtice.” Very well: But where will you find 
them: Men unbiaſs'd, incapable of Corruption, Supe- 
rior both to Fear and Favour, to every View whether 


of Gain or Loſs? But this is not all; they muſt not on- 


I be good and true, but wiſe and underſtanding Men. 


Elſe how eaſy is it for a failful Pleader to throw a 


o 4 
E _ 
- 


to Men of Reaſon and Religion. 3 


Miſt before their Eyes? Even ſuppoſing too the Judge 
to be quite impartial, and Proof againſt all Corruption, 
And ſhou'd all theſe Circumſtances concur, (of which L 
fear, there are not many Precedents) Suppoſing a Ver- 
di& is given in your Favour, ſtill you, have gained no- 
thing. The Suit is removed into a higher Court, and 
you have all your Work to begin again. Here you 
have to ſtruggle with all the ſame Difficulties as before, 
and perhaps, many new ones too. However, if you 
have Money enough, you may ſucceed : But if that 
fails, your Cauſe 1s gone. Without Money, you can 
have no more Law; Poverty alone utterly ſhuts out 
Juſtice. | ea 5 | 
But, cannot an honeſt Attorney procure me Juſtice ??? 
An honeſt Attorney! Where will you find one? Of 
thoſe who are called exceeding Honeſt Attorneys, who is 
there that makes any Scruple, . 7s 
1. To promote and encourage Need!e/5 Suits, if not 
Unjuſt ones too? 5 1 5 
2. To defend a bad Cauſe, knowing it ſo to be: 
By making a Demur, and then withdrawing it: 
By pleading ſome fal/e Plea, to the Plaintiff's Des 
claration : | | 
By putting in an evaſive Anſwer to his Bill: 
By protracting the Suit, if poſſible, till the Plaintiff 
is ruin'd: _ . | 
3. To carry a Cauſe not amounting to Ten Shillings 
into We/tminſter-Hall, by laying it in his Declaration as 
above Forty : | WE 
4. To delay his own Client's Suit knowingly and | 
wilfully, in order to gain more thereby: Wo 
5. To draw himſelf the Pleadings or Conveyances of 
his Client, inſtead of giving them to be drawn by able 
Council: A | . 
6. To charge his Client with the Fees which ſhou'd 
have been given to ſuch Council, although they were 
not given: , | „„ 
7. To charge for drawing Fair Copies, where none 
were drawn : „ 6 PRE 2h 
8. To charge Fees for Expedition given to Clerks, 
when not one Farthing has been given them 


| 
J 
[ 


| charge the Horſe-hire and Expence of that Journey, to 


*Term-Fees, th 


But ſuppoſe he that is oppreſt, has ſome Subſtance left, 
for either the Delays or the Expence attending it? With 


regard to the former, How monſtrous is it, That in a 


And what are you to eat, or to wear in the mean 
time! Of that the Court takes no Cognizance! Is not 
3 : | Ls | 


5 
* 9 


| 9. To ſend his Clerk 2 Journey. (longer or ſhorter) 
to do Buſineſs with or for different Perſons; and to 


every Perſon ſeverally: ?: | 

10. To fend his Clerk to Weſtminſter, on the Buſineſs 
of ten (it may be) or twenty Perſons, and to charge each 
F thoſe Twenty for his Attendance, as if he had been 
ſent on Account of one only: 4 ; 
f 1. Jo charge his own Attendance in like Manner: 

> OE ws ON | 
12. To fill up his Bill with Artendances, Fees, and 
ough his Client is no whit forwarder in his 


Cauſe, 


This is He that is called an Honeft Attorney! How 
much Honeſter is a Pick-pocket ? $248 

But there is a Magiſtrate whoſe peculiar Office it is, 
to redreſs the Injured and Oppreſſed. Go then and 
Take Trial of this Remedy; Go, and tell your Caſe 
to the Lord Chancellor. Hold; you muſt go on regu- 
larly : You muſt tell him your Caſe, in Form of Low, 
or not at all. You muſt therefore ſile a Bill in Chan- 
very, and retain a Lawyer belonging to that Court. 
But you have already ſpent all you have ; you have 
mo Money. Then I fear you will have no TFuftice. 
Vou ſtumble at the Threſhold. If you have either loſt 
or ſpent all, your Cauſe is naught: It will not even come 
to a. Hearing. So, if the Oppreſſor has ſecured all that 
you had, he is as ſafe as if you was under the Earth. 
221. Now what an amazing Thing is this! The very 
Greatneſs of the Villany makes it beyond Redyeſs !---- 
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and can go through all the Courts of Juſtice, what Pa- 
Tallel can we find among Jesco, Turks, or Heathens, 


Suit relating to that Inheritance, which is to furniſh 
you and your Family with Food and Rayment, you 
muſt wait Month after Month, perhaps Year after Year, 
before it is determin'd, whether it be yours or not ? 


r a <c. i. }__ ao. 


this 


to Memo, Reaſom and Religion. 39. 


$ . 
© this very Delay, (ſuppoſe: there were no other Griev- , 
= ance attending the Engl; Courſe of Law) wrong be- 
= yond all Expreflion ? Contrary to all Senſe, Reaſon, . 
= Juſtice and Equity? A Capital Cauſe is tried in one 
Day, and finally decided at once. And, id the Life 
leſs than Meat? Or the Body of leſs Concern than Ray- 
ment? What a ſhameleſs Mockery of Juſtice then, is 
this putting off Pecuniary Cauſes from Term to Term, 
yea, from Year to Year? | 
With regard to the latter. A.Man has wrong'd me 
of ca hundred Pounds. I appeal to a Judge for the 
Recovery of it. How aſtoniſhing is it, that this Judge 
| himſelf cannot give me what is my Right, and what 
= evidently appears ſo to be, unleſs I firſt give, perhaps one” 
half of the Sum, to Men I never ſaw before in my Life! 
22, I have hitherto ſuppoſed, That all Cauſes when 
they are decided, are decided according to Juſtice and 
Equity. But is it ſo? Ye Learned in the Law, is no 
unuſ Sentence given in your Courts? Have not the 
©} ſame Cauſes been decided quite oppoſite Ways? Oue - 
May, this Term, juſt the contrary, the next? Per- 
> haps one Way in the Morning (this I remember an In- 
ſtance of) and another Way in the Afternoon. How 
is this? Is there no Juſtice left on Earth? No Regard. 
for Right or Wrong? Or have Cauſes been puzzled fo, 
long, that you know not now what is either wrong or 
= right? What is agreeable to Law, or contrary to it? 
I have heard ſome of you frankly declare, That it is 
in many Caſes next to impoſſible to know, what is Law, 
and what is not. So are your Folzo's of Law multipli- 
eld upon you, that no Human Brain is able to contain 
them: No; nor any confiſtent Scheme, or Abſtract of 
But is it really owing to Ignorance of the Law, (this 
is, the moſt favozrab/e Suppoſition) that ſo few of you 
& ſcruple taling Fees on either Side, of almoſt any Cauſe. 
& that can be conceived? And that you generally plead. 
in the Manner you do on any Side of any Cauſe 
| Rambling to and fro, in a Way ſo abhorrent from Com- 
mon Senſe, and ſo utterly foreign to the Queſtion ? 1 
batte been amaged at hearing the Pleadings of ſome. 
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eminent Council: And when it has fallen out that the 
Pleader on the other Side, underſtood only the Com- 


appear, either ſuch egregious Knaves, if they cou'd 
help it, or ſuch egregious Blockheads, if they cou'd 
not, that one wou'd have believed they would ſhew 
their Face there no more. Mean time, if there be 
a Gop that judgeth righteouſly, what horrid Inſults 
upon Him are theſe! Shall not wifit for theſe Things, 
ſaith the Lord? Shall not my Soul be avenged of ſuch a 
Nation as this! | CE Goh EO 
23. There is one Inſtance more of (I know not what 
to term it) Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Sacrilege, which hath 
long cried aloud in the Ears of Gop. For among Men, 
Who doth hear? I mean the Management of many of 
thoſe who are intruſted with our Pablick Charities. By 
the pious Munificence of our Forefathers, we have A- 


_ Ing]y true, (to touch only on a few Generals) that the 
Managers of many of them, either 1. Do not apply the 
BenefaQion to that U/e for which it was deſigned by the 

Henefactor, or 2. Do not apply it with ſuch Care aud 
Frugality, as in ſuch a Caſe are indiſpenſably required: 
Or 3. Do not apply the Whole of the Benefaction, to any 


Time to Time, for the Uſe of themſelves: and their 
Families. Or, laſtly, by plain, bare-faced Oppreſſion, 
exclude thoſe from having any Part in ſuch Benefaction 
who dare (tho* with all poſſible Tenderneſs and Reſpect) 
ſet before them the Things that they have done: | 


« Yet Brutus is an Honourable Man : 
So are they All: All Honourable Men!“ 


And ſome of them, had in Eſteem for Religion; ac- 
counted Patterns both of Honeſty and Piety! But Gop 
eth not as Man ſeeth. He ſhall repay them to their 
Face. Perhaps, even in the preſent World. For that 
Scripture is often ſtill fulfilled, This is the Curſe that 


mon Rules of Logick, he has made thoſe eminent Men 


bundance of theſe, of various Kinds. But is it not glar- 


charitable Uſe at all; but ſecrete Part thereof, from 


goeth forth over the Face of the whole Earth. I will 
bring it forth, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, and it h 
enter into .the Houſe of the Thief, (ſuch he 1s _ no 
vl 5 e etter, | 
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to Men of Reaſon and Religion. 4.x 
better, in the Eyes of Gov, no whit Honeſter than a 
Highwayman) and it ſpall remain in the Midſt of the 
Houſe, and ſhall conſume it, with the Timber thereof, and 
the Stones thereof. | 


- 24. And is not Trath, as well as Juſtice, fallen in our 


Streets? For who ſpeaketh the Truth from his Heart ? 


Who is there, that makes a Conſcience of ſpeaking the 
Thing as it is, whenever he ſpeaks at all? Who ſcru- 
ples the telling of Officious Lies? The varying from 
Truth, in order to do Good? How ſtrange does that 
Saying of the antient Father, ſound in modern Ears, 
% J would not tell a Lie, no, not to fave the Souls of 
the whole World.” Vet is this ſtrictly agreeable to the 
Word of God; to that of St. Paul in particular, If any 


 fay, let us do Evil that Good may come, their Damnation 


aft. | 

But how many of us do this Evil, without ever con- 
fidering, whether Good will come or no? Speakin 

what we do not mean, merely out of Cuſtom, Bean 
it is fa/hionable ſo to do? What an immenſe Quantity 
of Falſhood does this ungodly Faſbion occafion Day 
by Day? For hath it not over-run every Part of the 
Nation? How is all our Language ſwoln with Con- 
pliment? So that a well-bred Perſon is not ehe to 


ſpeak as he thinks: We do not look for it at his Hands. 


Nay, who would thank him for it? How few wou'd 


ſuffer it? It was ſaid of old, even by a Warrior and a 


King, He that telleth Lies ſhall not tarry in my Sight-: 
But are not we of another Mind? Do not we rather 
ſay, He that telleth not Lies, ſhall not tarry in my Sight ? 
Indeed the Trial ſeldom comes; for both Speakers and 
Hearers are agreed, That Form and Ceremony, Flat- 
tery and Compliment ſhou'd take Place, and TxurtH 


And if the Rich and Great have ſo ſmall Regard to 
TrUTH, as to lie even for Lying- ſake, what Wonder 
ean it be, that Men of lower Rank will do the ſame 


thing for Gain? What Wonder that it ſhould obtain, 


as by common Conſent, .in.all Kinds of Buying and Sell- 
ing] Is. it not an adjudg'd Caſe, That it. is no Harm 


42 A farther Appeal 


fo tell Lies in the Way of Trade? To fay, that is the 
loweſt Price which is not the loweſt ; or that you. will 
not take what you do take immediately? Inſomuch that it 
is a Proverb even among the Turks, when aſk'd to abate 
of their Price, What! do you take me to be a Chri- 
ſtian ? ** So that never was that Caution more ſeaſon- 
able than it is at this Day, Take ye heed every one of his 
Neighbour, and truſt ye not in any Brother: For every © 
Brother avill utterly ſupplant, and they will deceive every | © 
ene bis Neighbour. © ; — | 


25. And as for thoſe few who abſtain from Out- 
ward Sins, is their Heart right with Gov? May he 
not ſay of us alſo (as of the Jews) This People is un- 
circumciſed in Heart? Are not you * Do you then /ave 
the LORD your GOD, with all your Heart, and with. 
all your Strength? Is He your Gov and your All? 
The Deſire of your Eyes? The Joy of your very 
Heart? Rather, do you not /et up your Idols in your 
Heart? Is not your Belly your God? Or your Diver- 
fon? Or your fair Reputation? Or your Friend? Or 
Wife? Or Child? That is plainly, do not you delight. 
in ſome of theſe earthly Goods, more than in the Gop. 
of Heaven? Nay, perhaps you are one of thoſe gro- 
velling Souls that pant after the Duſt of the Earth. 
Indeed who does not? Who does not get as much as. 
he can? Who of thoſe that are not accounted covet- 
ous, yet does not gather all the Money he can farrly, 
and perhaps much more? For are they thoſe only 
whom the World ranks among Miſers, that uſe every 
Art to increaſe their Fortune? Toiling early and late, 
ſpending all their Strength in loading themſelves with 
thick Clay? How long? Until the very Hour when 
Gop calleth them; when he ſaith unto each of them, 
Thou Fool! this Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee | 
And whoſe ſhall theſe Things be which thou haſt pre- 
gared? | ad 8 


26. And yet doth not our Pride, even the Pride 

of thoſe whoſe Soul cleaves to the Duſt, teſiſy againſt. 

* Are they not wiſe in their own Eyes, and prudent. 
In their own Conceit ? Have not Writers of our own. 
. a remarked, 


n 
r 


to Men of Reaſon and Religion. 43 
remarked, that there is not upon Earth a more /e/- 
conceited Nation than the Exgliſb; more opiniated both 
of their own rational and perſonal Wiſdom, and Cou- 
rage and Strength? And indeed, if we may judge by 
the Inhabitants of London, this is evident to a Demon- 
firation : For, Are not the very meanelt of them able 
to inſtruct both the King and all his Counſellors ? 
What Cobler in London is not wiſer than the Principal 
Secretary of State? What Coffee-houſe Diſputant is 
not an abler Divine than his Grace of Canterbury? 
And how deep a Contempt of others is join'd with 
this high Opinion of our ſelves? I know not whether 
the People of all other Nations are greater Maſters 
of Diſſimulation; but there does not appear in any Na- 
tion whatever, ſuch a Proneneſs to deſpiſe their Neigh- 
bour: To deſpiſe not Foreigners only (near Two thou- 


ſand Years ago they remarked Britannos Hoſpitibus ferot)] 


but their own Countrymen.; and that very often for 


ſuch ſurprizing Reaſons, as nothing but undeniable _ 


Fact could make credible. How often does the Gen- 
tleman in his Coach deſpiſe thoſe dirty Fellows that ga 
a. foot And theſe, on the other Hand, deſpiſe full 
as much thoſe lazy Fellows that loll in their Caaches ? 
No Wonder then that thoſe who have the Form of God- 


| Lineſs ſhould deſpiſe them that have not: That the Saint 
of the World ſo frequently ſays to the groſs Sinner, in 


Effect, if not in Terms, Stand by thy ſelf; come not near 
unto me; for 1 am bolier than thou! _ 


227. Yet what Kind of Holineſs is this? May not 


Gov juſt'y. declare of us alſo, This People draw near 
me ewith their Mauth, but they have removed their 


Hearts far from me. They do but flatter me with their 


Mouth, and diſſemble with me in their Tongue. Is it. 
not ſo with you?P When you ſpeak to Gop, do your 


Lips and your Heart go together? Do you not often 


utter Words by which you mean juſt nothing? Do. 


not you ſay and unſay? Or, ſay one thing to Gop, 


and another to Man? For Inſtance, you ſay to Gov, 


Fouchſafe, O LORD, to keep me this Day without Sin. 
Rut you fay to Man, This cannot be done; it is all 


Folly 


Py * N. B. This wwas wrote a Tear gn, ut T1 am 
ending 


44 A farther Appeal 
Folly and Madneſs to t it. You afc of Gov, 
That you may perfectly love him, and worthily magnify 
bis holy Name: But you tell Man, There is no per- 


feet Lowe upon Earth; it is only a Madman's Dream. 
You pray Gop, to cleanſe the Thoughts of your Heart, 


by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit. But you aſſure 
your Neighbour, there is no ſuch Thing as Iſpira- 
tion now, and that none pretend to it but Erthu/raſfts. 
What groſs Hypocriſy is this! Surely you think, there 
is no Knowl/eape in the Moſt High. O be not dtceived, 
GOD 7s not mocked. But whatſeever you ſow, that 
alſo ſhall ye reap ! | 18 
28. Such at preſent is the Religion of this Chriſtian 
Nation! So do we honour him by whoſe Name we 


fre called. And yet was there ever a Nation more 


careleſs and ſecure? More unapprehenfive of the Wrath 
of Gop! How can a Man more effectually expoſe 
himſelf to the Ridicule of thoſe who are eſteemed 
Men of Underſtanding, than by ſhewing any Con- 
\Cern, as if the Judgments of God were hanging over 
our Heads? * Surely then a deceived Heart hath turned 
us afide, that we cannot ſay, Is there not a Lie in my 
Right hand? Surely this our Confidence is not of 
Gop : It is rather a judicial Infatuation ; a ſtupid In- 
ſenſibility ; a deep Sleep, the Fore-runner of heavy 
Vengeance. eh 


« Ruin behind it ſtalks, and empty Defolation.” 


Pi 


wy Surely never was any People more fitted for De- 


ſtruction! Inpudent .Children are they, and fil . hearted. 
Are they aſhamed when they hawe conimitted Abomina- 
tion? When they have openly prophaned the Day of 
the Loxp ? When they have committed Lewdneſs? Or 
when they have utter'd ſuch-Curſes and Blaſphemies, as 
are not heard of among the Heathens? Nay, They are 
not at all aſhamed, neither can they bluſh. And tho' Gop 
ſend unto them all his Servants, riſing up early and 
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afraid it is too true, even at this Day. 
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Die hath not done? He hath long tried us with Mercies, 
FT giving Rain and fruitful Seaſons, filling us with the 
= Flower of Wheat. We have had Plenty of all things ; 
and while War roar'd around, Peace has been in all our 
"> Borders. But ſtill this revolting and rebellious People 
aid not, Let us now fear the Lord our GO D. Nay, 
they gave him no Thanks for all his Mercies; they 
did not even acknowledge them to be his Gift. They 
did not ſee the Hand of Gov in any of theſe things; 
they could account for them another Way. O ye 
> Unwiſe, when will ye underſtand? Know ye not 
yet, there is a Gop that ruleth the World? What 
did ye ſee with your Eyes? Was the Race to the Swift, 
or the Battle to the Strong? Have ye forgotten Det- 
17 Zingen already? Does not England know that Gop 
was there? —— Or ſuppoſe your Contmuance in Peace, 
or Succeſs in War, be the mere Reſult of your own 
Wiſdom and Strength; do ye command the Sun and 
the Clouds alſo? Can ye pour out or fay the Bottles 
Heaven? But let it all be Nature, Chance, any- 
_— Gop may have no Hand in governing the 

th f | | 4 . 
29. Will his Judgments bring us to a better Mind? 
Do we hear the Rod, and him that has appointed it? 
Let us obſerve: What Fruit do we find in thoſe 
who are even conſumed by Means of his heavy Hand? 
= Let any that deſires to be clearly ſatisfied herein viſit 
the Heſpitals of this City. Let him judge for himſelf, 
bow the Patients there receive Gop's fatherly Viſita- 
tion; eſpecially there, becauſe Mercy alſo is mix'd 
with Judgment; ſo that it is evident the Lord lowetb 
whom he chaſteneth. Go then into any Ward, either 
of Men or Women; look narrowly from one End 
to the other: Are they humbling themſelves under 
the Hand of Gop? Are they trembling under a Senſe 
of his Anger? Are they praiſing him for his Love? 
Are they exhorting one another, not to faint when 
they are rebuked of him? How do nine in ye of '- 
Ak em 


now cut off, perhaps by an unexpected Stroke, from all 


it on this Side Hell. 


perhaps, an Exception here and there; but in general, 
they are abandon'd to all Wickedneſs, utterly diveſted 


Fr 
fectiy brutal and deviliſh, thoroughly furniſh'd for | 


Brink of Eternity ? Redeeming every Opportunity of 5 


quires their Souls of them? 80 far from it, that a 


A farther Appeal 


them ſpend the Time, that important Time from 
Morning to Evening? Why in ſuch a Manner, that you 
would not eaſily learn, from thence, whether they were 
Chriſtians, Pagans or Mahometans. 15 
Is there any deeper Diſtreſs than this to be found? 
Is there a greater Affliction than the Loſs of Health? 
Perhaps there is, the Loſs of Liberty, eſpecially as 3 
it is ſometimes circumſtanced. You may caſily be 
convinced of this, by going into either Ludgate or | 
Newgate. What a Scene appears, as ſoon as you en- 
ter! The very Place ſtrikes Horror into your Soul. 
How dark and dreary ! How unhealthy and unclean ! 
ow void of all that might miniſter Comfort! But 
this is little, compared to the Circumſtances that at- 
tend the being confined in this Shadow of Death. . See 
that poor Wretch, who was formerly in want of no- 
thing, and encompaſſed with Friends and Acquaintance, 


the chearful Ways of Men; ruin'd, forſaken of all, 
and deliver'd into. the Hands of ſuch Maſters and ſuch 
Companions! I know not, if to one of a thinking, 
ſenſible Turn of Mind, there could be any thing like 


What Effect then has this heavy Viitation of Gop, 
on thoſe who lie under it for any Time? There is, 


of all Fear of Gop, and all Reverence to Man; inſo- 3 
much, that they commonly go out of that School com- 
pleatly fitted for any Kind or Degree of Villany, per- 


every evil Word and Work. 7 

30. Are our Countrymen more effectually reclaim'd, . 
when Danger and Diſtreſs are join'd? If ſo, the Ar- . 
m, eſpecially in Time of War, muſt be the moſt Re- 
ligious Part of the Nation. But is it ſo indeed? Do 
the So/diery walk as thoſe who ſee themſelves on the 


glorifying G0 D. and doing good to Men, becauſe 
they know not the Hour. in Ghich their LoxD will 


Soldier 


* 


fo Men of Reaſon and Religion. 47 
Soldier's Religion is a By-Word, even with thoſe who | 


have no Religion at all; that Vice and Prophaneneſs in 
every Shape reign among them without controul ; and 
that the whole 'Tenour of their Behaviour ſpeaks, Let 


uf eat and drink, for To-morrocu we die. 


1 


Have thoſe who ate expoſed to ſtill more Danger, 
the Engliſh Sea- Forces, more Religion than thoſe at 


'Land? It is ſaid, they were once remarkable for this: 


And it is certain Sir Francis Drake feared Gov, as did 
-moſt of his Commanders; and we have Reaſon to be- 
lieve, his Mariners and Sailors too. But what ſhall we 
ſay of the Navy that now is, more particularly of the 
Ships of War? ls Religion there? Either the Power 
or the Form? Is not almoſt every ſingle Man of War 
a mere floating Hell? Where 1s there to be found 
more conſummate Wickedneſs, a more full, daring 
Contempt of God, and all his Laws, except in the 
bottomleſs Pit? But here Deſcription fails: And the 


Goodneſs of Gop endureth yet daily! But all 7 not 


wifit for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord? Shall not my Soul 
be avenged on ſuch a Naticn as this? O that the Proſpe# 


of National Judgments may fuffice ! That we may re- 
member ourſelves, and turn unto the Loxy our Gon, 


before his long-ſuffering Mercy is at an End, and he 
pours out the Vials of his Wrath upon us! 

But how ſmall Ground have we as yet tö hope for 
this? For who will now fuffer the Word of Exhor- 
tatien? How few will endure ſound Doctrine, and the 
honeſt, cloſe Application of it? Do they not /ay unto 
the Seers, 2 not ; and unto the Prophets, propheſy ſmooth 
Things? And if a Man will do thus, if he will fezxp 
Pillows to all Arm-holes, and cauſe the Holy One of Iſ- 
rael to ceaſe from before them; if he will prophe of 
Wine and ſtrang Drink, he foall even be the Prophet of 
A De e 
31. I am ſenſible, how nice a Subject this is, and 
how extremely difficult it is ſo to ſpeak, as neither to 
ſay too little nor too much, neither more nor lefs than 
the Cauſe of Gop requires. I know alſo, That it is 
abſolutely impoflible, ſo to ſpeak as not to * 
. | | ence. 
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fence. But whoſoever is offended I dare not be filent ; 
neither may I refrain from Plainneſs of Speech: Only 
I will endeavour to uſe all the Tenderneſs I can, con- 
ſiſtently with that Plainneſs. 3 
In tender Love then I aſk, are there none among us 
(I ſpeak to you, my Brethren, who are Prieſts and Pro- 
Phets of the Lorp, ſet apart to minifter in holy Things, 
and to declare the Word of the Lord) Are there none 
among us who commit Lewane/s, as did thoſe by whom 
Jſrael was defiled? Hath not the Lok ſeen an horrible 
Thing, in ſome of the Prophets of this Land allo, 

even, that hey commit Adultery, and {to conceal it) 
«valk in Lies? Go forbid that I ſhould affirm this. I 
. only propoſe (not maintain) the Queſtion. If there be 
ſuch a Wretch, I pray God to ſtrike him to the Heart, 
and to ſay, Thou art the Man? 


Are there none of you, like them, mighty to drink Wl 


Wine, Men of Strength to mingle ſtrong Drink? Vea, 
are there none, that err thro*' flrong Drink, that are 
avallowed up of Wine ? Are there not found thoſegwho 
lay, I awill fetch Wine, and we will fill ourſelggFqwith 
firong Drink : And to-morrow ſhall be as this Has and 


much more abundant ? 


Alas, my Brother! Is this the Voice of a Minifter of | 


CnrrsT'? A Steward of the Myſteriesghf GOD? Sup- 
Poſe you find at any Time Trouble and Heavineſs, 7s 
there no Help for you in your GOD? Is not the Gon 
whom you ſerve able to deliver you from any Plague or 
Trouble? Is the being drunk with Wine a better Relief, 
than the being fi/ed with his Spirit? Do you not under- 
ſtand this? Do you zot know the Lox D? Take heed 
| you do not deſtroy both your own Soul and them that 
hear you! O bewarei! If you know not his Love, fear 
his Power! Make haſte tq:flee from the Wrath to come, 
left he ſmite you with a Curſe great as your Sin, and 
{weep you away from the Face of the Earth, 
32. Can ſuch as you be ſaid, to honour or fear Goo, 
any more than thoſe ſpoken of by Malachi ? May not 
Gon complain, The/e Priefts have violated my Law and 
prophaned my. Holy Things? Yea, whenſoever you pre- 
ſume with thoſe unhallowed Hands, to touch the My- 
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ſteries of Go: Whenſoever you utter his Name or his 
Word with thoſe unhallow'd Lips! But is it on this 
Account only that Gop may ſay, Both Prophet and 
== Prieſt are prophane? May He not add, they have put no 
= Diference between the Holy and the Prophane ; therefore 
I am prophaned among them. For is it not ſo? Do you 
put a Difference between the Holy and the Prophane, 
2 him that feareth Gop, and him that feareth him not? 
Do you put an effectual Difference between them, even 
in the moſt ſolemn Office of our Religion? At the Table 
of the Loxp, do you take care to ſeparate the Precious 
om the Vile? To receive all thoſe who (as you may 
4 reaſonably believe) draw near with penitent Hearts and 
lively Faith; and utterly to reject thoſe who teſtify a- 
gainſt themſelves, That they are without Hope and 
without Gop in the World? 
= Nay, who dares repel one of the Greateſt Men in 
his Pariſh from the Lord's Table? Even tho' he be a 
Drunkard or a common Swearer ? Yea, tho' he openly 
deny the Loxp that bought him? Mr. Stonehouſe did 
this once, But what was the Event? The Gentleman 
brought an Action againſt him, for the Terror of ail 
ſuch inſolent Fellows, in ſucceeding Times. And who 


who took it into his own Hand: And before the Day 


| when it ſhould have been tried here, called the Plaintiff 


to anſwer at a higher Bar. 


32. O my Brethren, is it not for want of your ma- 


ing this Difference, as well as for many other Abomi- 
nations, that with Regard to ſome among us, (how ma- 
ny Gobp knoweth) that Scripture is now alſo fulfilled, 
His Watchmen are blind, they are ignorant, they are Shep- 
herds that cannot under/tand.----The Lord hath poured cut 


upon them the Spirit of deep Sleep, and hath cloſed their 


Eyes; the Prophets and the Seers hath he covered. And 
the Viſion of all is become unto you as the Words of a Book 
that is ſealed; which Men deliver to one that is learned, 
ſaying, Read this, I pray thee ; and he ſaith, I cannot; for 
it is ſealed. 3 

I you aſk what thoſe other Abominations are? I 
will ſpeak, in Love and in the Spirit of Meekneſs. 
e | E ö There 


was able and willing to eſpouſe the Cauſe? He alone 
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There are found among us covetous Men, Men who 
mind earthly Things, who. ſeek Themſelves and not CurisrT 
crucified, who love the Warld, and the Things of the 
World: Men in whom theſe Words are ſtill fulfilled, 
Who is there among you that would ſhut the Doors for 
nought ? Neither do ye kindle Fire on my Altar for nought. 
1 hawe no Pleaſure in ycu, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Yea, 
are there not thoſe at this Day, (O that I might be 
found to fear where no Fear is!) who make themſelves 
fat with the chiefeft of ull the Offerings of Iſrael? Are 
there not thoſe, who now enlarge their Deſire as Hell, 
ah are as Death and cannot be ſatisfied? Who, tho” 
they want neither Food to eat nor Rayment to put on, 
yet ſeek more and more Preferment? Who are conti- 
nually ſtudying to join Houſe to Houſe, and to lay Field 
to Field? To grow rich in the Service of that Maſter, 
who Himſelf had not where to lay his Head? Is it not 
to theſe that thoſe dreadful Words belong, enough to 
cauſe the Ears of him that heareth to tingle, They are 
greedy Dogs which can never have enough ; they all look 
to their own Way, (not the Way of their Lo RD) every 
one for his Gain, from his Quarter. | 

Is it ſtrange, if among theſe there ſhould be ſome, 
who are cruel, opprefive Men? Inaſmuch as Covetouſ- 
neſs knows no Mercy, nor can a Lover of Money be a 
Lover of his Neighbour. Have not ſome been known 
even to grind the Face of the Poor? To ſtrip, rather 
than cloath the Naked ? Some, who while they. cried 
out, as the Horſe-lecch, Give, Give, would take, if it 
was not given; like thoſe of old who ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
give it me now, and if not, I will take it by Force: Or 
thoſe ſpoken of by Micah, The Prophets bite with their 
Tecth, and cry Peace; and he that putteth not into their 
Mouths, they even prepare War againſt him. Very great 
is the Sin of theſe Men before the Loxp. If there be 


ten ſuch now in the Land, may God ſmite them this 


Day with Terror and Aſtoniſhment, that they may have 
no Reſt in their Bones till their Sin is done away! 


: 33. Are you as watchful and zealous to g un Souls, 
as thoſe are to gain the Gold that periſheth ? my yo 
e | now 


1 r py as WERE” 
peg 83 J n WE 
SR. os Ak W 


ME EB Bn OW) ode Se — 
TE I btn, . . 


. 
4 AE _ * Tx; Mos, 


* 
al RIS 


2 GETS 


2 _—_ 
r 


vj — 
a oi 2 
i k e N 0 
eh £ 3 3 1 2 8 
A es The" 4 5 1 oats » 
BEET LIT OE N 8 2 e . 
: 82 N 


n 
. 5 — 


0 we 
ow bo. 
N. 


fo Men of Reaſon and Religion. 5 1 
know by Experience what that meaneth, the Zeo/ of 
= :bine Houſe hath eaten me up? Or, are you One of thoſe 
Watchmen who do not watch at all? Who neither 
= know nor care when the Sword cometh? Of whom 
the Prophet faith, They are dumb On that cannot bark. 
EZ feeping, lying down, loving to flumber. 8 
5 * oed, That ſuch Shepherds will feed” 
tze Flock? Will give to every one his Portion of Meat in 
due Seaſon? Will theſe wwarn every Man, and exhort 
"= every Man, that they may preſent every Man penfect in 
> CurisT Jesus? Will they take care to“ know all 
their Flock by Name, not forgetting the Men-ſervants 
and the Women. ſervants? Will they enquire into the 
State of every Soul, committed to their Charge? And 
watch over each with all Tenderneſs and Long-ſuffer- | 
ing, as they that muſt give Account? Marking how they 
either fall or riſe? How theſe wax weary and faint in 
7 their Mind; and thoſe grow in Grace and in the Kniy- 
= lJeadge of our Lord and Saviour JEesus CHRIST H? Who 
can do this, unleſs his whole Heart be in the Work? 
Z Unleſs he deſire nothing but to ſend and be ſpent for 
"> them; and count not his Life dear unto himſelf, ſo he may 
= preſent them blameleſs in the Day of the Loxp Jesvs.. 

* Can any Shepherd do this (and if he do it not, he 
will never give an Account with Foy) who imagines, he 
has little more to do, than 720 preach once or twice a 
Week ? That this is the main Point, the chief Part of 
that Office, which he hath taken upon himſelf before 
Got? What groſs Ignorance is this? What a total 
Miſtake of the Truth? What a miſerable Blunder 
touching the ohe Nature of his Office? It is indeed 
a very Great Thing, To ſpeak in the Name of GOD; 

it might make him that is the ſtouteſt of Heart tremble, 
if he conſidered, That every Time he ſpeaks to others, 
his own Soul is at Stake, But great, inexpreſſibly great 
as this is, it is perhaps the leaſt Part of our Work. To 
feek and ſave that which is loſt, to bring Souls from Sa- 
tan to GOD, to inftru& the Ignorant, to reclaim the 
Wicked, to convince the Gainſayer ; to direct their 
Feet into the Way of Peace, and then keep them 
therein ; to follow 12 Step by Step, leaſt they turn 
R out 
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out of the Way, and adviſe them in their Doubts and 
Temptations; to lift up them that fall, to refreſh them 
that are faint, and to comfort the weak - hearted ; to 
zdminiſter various Helps, as the Variety of Occaſions 
require, according to their ſeveral Neceſſities: Theſe 
are Parts of our Office; all this we have undertaken at 
the Peril of our own Soul. A Senſe of this made that 
holy Man of old cry out, © I marvel if any Ruler in 
the Church ſhall be ſaved: And a greater than him 
fay, in the Fulneſs of his Heart, Who is ſufficient for 
theſe Things ? | 233 
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34. Eut who is not ſuficient for theſe Things, for 
the taking Care of a Parith, though it contain twenty 
thouſand Souls, if this implies no more than the taking 
Care to preach there, once or twice a-week ; and to 
procure one to read Prayers on the other Days, and do 
what is call'd the Pariſe- Duty? Is any Trade in the 
Nation ſo eaſy as this? Is not any Man ſufficient for it, 

without any more Talents, either of Nature or Grace, 
than a ſmall Degree of common Underſtanding? But 
O] what Manner of Shepherds are thoſe, who look no |: 
farther into the Nature of their Office, who fink no 
deeper into the Importance of it than this! Were they 
not ſuch as theſe concerning whom the Word of the 
Lord ccme unto Ezekiel, ſaying, Noe be to the Shepherds 
| that do feed Themſelves : Shou'd not the Shepherds feed the 
F Fecht Te eat the Fat, and ye cloathe you 'with the 
1 Mocoll; but Ye feed not the Flack. The Diſeaſed have ye 
not ftrengthen d, neither have ye healed that which was. 
fick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken ; 
neither have ye brought again that which was driven a- 
way, neither have ye ſought that which was loſt ——— 
And they were ſcatter'd, becauſe there wwas no Shepherd, 
and they became Meat to all the Beaſts of the Field. Yea, 
my Flock aba, ſcatter'd u'on all the Face of the Earth, and 
none did ſearch or ſeek after them. | | 

. TI conjure you, Brethren, in the Name of the Lord 
2. the great Shepherd of the Sheep, who hath 

ought them and us with his own Blood, Apply this 
each to his own Soul. Let every Man look unto God, 

Vand ſay, Loxp, 1: it 1? Am I one of theſe idle, 8 
. ſs, 
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les, indolent Shepherds, that feed myſelf, not the 
Flock? Am I one that cannot bark, ſlothful, ſleeping, 
lying down, loving to ſlamber? One of thoſe Who 
have not ſtrengthen'd that which was diſeaſed, neither 
healed that which was fick! Search me, O Lord, and 
prove me; try out my Reins and my Heart. Look well © 
I there be any Way of Wickedneſs in me, and lead me in 
*: the Way everlaſting. | | 


35. Have I not, at leaſt, hoaled the Hurt of thy 
People ſlightly? Have I not ſaid, Peace, Peace, oben 
there was no Peace ?— How many are they alfo that do 
this? Who do not ſtudy to ſpeak what is true, eſpecially 
to the Rich and Great, ſo much as what is pleaſing ®'* 
Who flatter honourable Sinners, inſtead of telling them 
plain, How can ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell? O 
what an Account have you to make, if there be a 
GOD that judgeth the Earth? Will he not require at 
your Hands the Blood of all theſe Souls, of whom 9e 
are the Betrayers and Murderers ? Well ſpake the Pro- 
phets of your Fathers, in whoſe Steps ye now tread, . 
They have ſeduced my People, and one built up a Wall, © 
and another dawb'd it with untemper d Mortar. They 
itrengtbhen the Hands of the Ewil-Doers, that none doth + 
return from his Wickedneſs. They prepheſy' Lies in my 

Name ſeith the Lord. They ſay unto them that deſpiſe me, 
Ye all have Peace, and unto them that walk after the 
Imagination of their own Heart, no Evil ſhall come upon + 
Pon. | | 
: How great will your Damnation be, who nu 
= Souls, inftead of wing them? Where will you appear, 
or how will you ſtand, zu that great and terrible Day of © 
= the Lord! How will ye lift up your Head, when rhe 
Lord deſeentds from Heaven, in flaming Fire, to take Ven- 
eance on his Adverſaries! More eſpecially on thoſe:-who 
ave ſo betrayed. his Cauſe, and done Satan's Work 
under the Banner of CurisT ! With what Voice wilt 
theu ſay, “ Behold me, Lord, and the Sheep whom 
thou hadſt given me, whom I gave to the Devil, and 
told them they were in the: Way to Heaven, till they 
dropp'd.into Hell ?'? EEE © 
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Were they not juſt ſuch Shepherds of Souls as your 
are, concerning whom G0 ſpake by Feremiah ; Many: 


Paſtors have defiroyed my Vineyard, they have trodden ny 


Portion under Foot ; they have made my pleaſant Portion, 
4 acſolate Wilderneſs :. By Exekiel, There is a Conſpiracy: 
ef her Prophets, like a roaring Lion, rawvening the. Prey, 
they have devoured Souls : And by Zechariah, Thus ſaith. 


the Lord, Feed the Flock of the Slaughter, whoſe Poſſeſſors. 


ay them, and hold themſelves not guilty ; and they that 
Jell them ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord, fer. 1 am rich; and 
their own Shepherds pity them not. EN tray 

36. Is not this the ea Ground, the principal Reaſon, 
of the preſent Contempt of the. Clergy? And long ſince. 
was it aſſigned as ſuch, by him who. cannot lie. The. 
ſame Men of old, who. made the Lord's. People to tranſ-. 
greſs, thereby made themſelves wile. They were de- 
Jpiſed both as the Natural Effect, and the Judicial Pu- 
niſhment of their #/:c&edneſs.. And the ſame Cauſe the 


Prophet obſerves to have produced the ſame Effect, 
many hundred Years after this. Ye. are departed but of 


the Way, ſaith the LokD ; ye have cauſed many to ſtum- 


ble—Therefore have 1 alſo made you. contemptible, and” 


laſe before all the People. 


I have now, Brethren, delivered mine own. Soul, and 


in ſo doing, I have (as I propoſed at firſt) zſ.ed great 


Plainneſs of Speech, as not ſtudying to pleaſe Men, but: 
the Lord. The Event I leave to him in whoſe Name I 
have ſpoken, and who. hath the Hearts of all Men in: 


His Hand. | 
_ Þ have brought you heavy Tidings this Day, and yet 


cannot but be perſuaded, that ſome of you will not: 
count. me your Enemy, becauſe I tell you the Truth. O that 
all of us may taſte the Good Word which we declare !: 
May receive. that Knowledge of Salvation, which we 
are commanded to preach unto every Creature, thro' the 


Remiſſion of. Sins! My Heart's Deſire is, That all of. 


us, to whom is committed the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, , 


may ourſelves be reconciled to:Gop, thro? the Blood of 


the everlaſting Covenant: That He may be henceforth. 


unto us a Gob, and, we may be unto Him a People: 


„That we may all 4zoay, as well as preach, the Lokp, 


Hum 
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* from the laaſi unto the greateft : Even by that Token, 7 
= am. merciful. to thy Unrighteouſneſs :. Thy Sins I remember. 


III. 1. I have hitherto ſpoken more immediately to 
thoſe, who profeſs themſelves Members of the Church 
e England. But inaſmuch as I am a Debtor alſo to 
> thoſe who do not, my Deſign is now to apply to them. 
= alſo; and briefly to ſhew, wherein (I fear) they are ſe- 
verally inconſiſtent with their own Principles. | 
> LI begin with thoſe who are at the ſmalleſt Diſtance. 
from us, whether they are term'd Pre/oyterians or In- 
= dependents. Of whom in general. I cannot but have a 
= widely different Opin ion, from that I entertain'd ſome: 
Vears ago: As having ſince then converſed with many 
among them, in whom the Root of the Matter is unde- 
niably found; and who labour to keep a Conſcience void 
= of Offence both toward GOD and toward Man, I can- 
not therefore doubt, but every Serious Man, of either 
one or the other Denomination, does utterly condemn. 
all that Inward as well as Outward Unholineſs, which. 
= has been above deſcribed. Og 
But do you, as a People, avoid what you condemn ?- 
= Are no Whoremongers or Adulterers found among you? 
No Children diſobedient to their Parents? No Servants. 
that are ſlothful or careleſs ? That an/wer again? That. 
do not honour their Maſters. as is meet in the Lord? Are 
there none among you that cenſure or /peak Evil of 
the Ruler. of” their People? Are there no. Drunkards, no 
Gluttons,, no Luxurious Men, no. regular Epicures, 
none whoſe Belly is their God, who, as their Fortune 
permits, fare ſu” ptuouſly every. Day? Have you no- 
Diſhoneſt Dealers, no Unfair Traders, no Uſurers or 
Extortioners Have you no Liars, either for Gain, or 
for Good Manners, ſo called? Are you clear of Cere- 
mony and Compliment ?' Alas, you are ſenſible, in moſt,, 
if not all theſe Reſpects, you have now. ſmall. Prehemi- 
nence over us. | 5 
How much more ſenſible muſt you be of this, if you 
do not reſt on the Surface, but enquire into the Bot- 
tom of. Religion, the Religion. of the Heart ? Far, 
what: 
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what inward Unholineſs,, what evil Tempers are among 
us, which have not a Place among you alſo? You 
likewiſe bewail that Ignorance of Gov, that Want of 
Faith and of the Love of Gop and Man,. that inward 
Idolatry of various Kinds, that Pride, Ambition and 
Vanity, which rule in the Hearts even of thoſe who ſtill 
have the Form of Godline/s. You lament before Gov, 
the deep Covetouſneſs that eats /o many Souls as doth a 
Gangrene ; and perhaps are ſometimes ready to cry out, 
Help, Lord, for there is ſcarce one godly Man left. Lay 
to thine Hand; Vor the Faithful are miniſh'd from the 
Children of Men f. 

2. And yet you retain he 7 ruth that” is after God. 
lineſs, at Jeaſt, as to the Subſtance of it. You own 
what 1s laid down i in Scripture, both touching the Na- 


ture and Condition of Fuſtification and Salvation, And 
with Regard to the Author of Faith and Salvation, 
you have always avowed, even in the Face of your 
Enemies, That it 7s GOD which worketh in us, both 


1 Wil, and to do, of his good: Pleaſure: That it is 
his Spirit alone who teatheth us all things, all we know 


of the deep things of GOD. That every true Believer 


has an Un#ion from the Holy One, to lead him into all 


neceſſary Truth: That becauſe we are Sons, G OD' 


| ſendeth forth the Spirit of his Son into our Hearts, 
crying Abba, Father ; and that this Spirit beareth; Mit- 


neſs with our Spirit, that. we are the Children of 


GOD.. 


How is it then, my Brethren (fo I can call you 


now, although I. could not have done it heretofore ;) 
how 1s it, that the Generality of you alſo are fallen 
from your Stedfaſtneſs? In the Times of Perſecution 


ye ſtood as a Rock, tho* a// the Waves and Storms aue 
e you. But who can bear Eaſe and Fulneſs of 


Bread! How are you changed, ſince theſe came upon 
you ! Do not many of you now practically I mean) 
put ſomething elſe, in the Room of Faith that work- 


eth by Love? Do not ſome of you ſuppoſe, that Gra- 


vity and Compoſednels of Behaviour, are the main 
Parts of Chriſtianity ?* Eſpecially, provided they nei- 
* ſwear, nor:take the Name of Gop in vain, Do 

LO 
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not others imagine, that to abſtain from idle Songs, 
and thoſe Faſhionable Diverſions commonly uſed by 
Ferſons of their Fortune, is almoſt the Whole of Reli- 
gion? To which if they add Family Prayer, and a 
ſtrict Obſervation of the Sabbath, then doubtleſs all is 
well! Nay, my Brethren, this is well, ſo far as it goes: 
But how little a Way does it go toward Chriſtianity ? 
All theſe Things, you cannot but ſee, are merely Ex- 
ternal ; whereas Chriſtianity is an In. Thing; with- 
out which the moſt beautiful Outward Form is lighter 
than Vanity. i 

Do not others of you reſt in Conwidtion? Or Good 
Defires? Alas, what do thele avail? A Man may be 
convinced he is ſick, yea deeply convinced, and yet 
never recover. He may dere Food, yea with ear- 
neſt Deſire, and nevertheleſs periſh with Hunger. And 
thus I may be conwinced I am a Sinner ; but this will 
not juſtify me before Gop. And I may ire Salva- 
tion (perhaps by Fits and Starts for many Years) and 
yet be loſt for ever. Come cloſe then to the Point, 
and keep to your Principles. Have you received the: 
Holy GuosT ? The Spirit which is of God, and is 
beſtowed by Him on all Believers, that ve may know 
the Things which are freely given tous of GOD? The 
Time is ſhort. Do you experience now that Unc- 
tion from the Holy One? Without which you confeſs: 
Outward Religion, whether negative or poſitive is no- 
thing. Nay, and Inward Conwidtion of our Wants is 
nothing, unleſs thoſe Wants are in Fact ſupplied.. 
Good Deſires alſo are nothing, unleſs we actually attain. 
what we are ſtirr'd up to deſire. For ſtill, if any Man 
have net the Spirit of CuR1sT, whatever he defires, he 
is none of his. O my Brother, beware you ſtop not: 
ſhort! Beware you never account yourſelf a Chriſtian,, 
no, not in the loweſt Degree, till Gop hath: ſent forth, 
the Spirit of CHRIST into your Heart, and that Spirit. 


bear witneſi with your Spirit, that you. are a Child of 


GOD. 122 
3. One Step farther from us, are you who are called; 


(though not by your own Choice) Anabapriſts, The 


Smallneſs of your Number, compared to that 2 
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of the Preſly terians, or thoſe of the Church, makes it 
eaſier for you to have an exadt Knowledge of the Be- 
haviour of all your Members, and to put away from 


among you every one that ava/keth not according to the 


Doctrine He, have received. 
But is this done? Do all your Mathbers adorn the 


Goſpel ? Are they all Holy as he which hath called us is 


Holy? I fear not. I have known ſome Inſtances to the 
contrary ; and doubtleſs you know many more. There 
are Unholy, Outwardly Unholy Men, in your Congre- 
gations allo; Men that prophane either the Name or 
the Day of the Lord ; that do not honour their Natu- 
ral or Civil Parents; that know not how to poſſeſs their 
Bodies in Sanctiſication and Honour; that are intempe- 


rate either in Meat or Drink, gluttonous, ſenſual, luxu- 


rious; that variouſly offend againſt Juſtice, Mercy or 
Truth, in their Intercourſe with their Neighbour, and 


do not walk by that Roya! Law, Thox ſhalt love thy 
Nei hbour as thyſelf. 


ut how is this conſiſtent with your lexding Prin- 
ciples, That no Man ought to be admitted to Bap- 
tiſm, till he has that Repentance whereby we for- 
* ſake Sin, and Lg Faith in G O D, through 
* CurisT ?“ 

For if no Man ought to be adinittett into a Church or 
Congregation, who has not actual Faith and Repent- 
ance, then neither ought any who has them not, to con- 
tinue in any Congregation. And conſequently an open 
Sinner cannot remain among yon, unleſs you practically 
renounce your main 3 


ga 4 refer it to your own ſerious Conſideration, whe- 
ther one Reaſon, why unholy Men are ſtill ſuffered to 
remain among you, may not be this; That many of 
you have unawares put Opinion in the room of Faith 


and Repentance? But how fatal a Miſtake is this? Sup- 


poſing your Opinion to be true, yet a True Opinion con- 
_ cerning Repentance is wholly different from the Thing 


itſelf. And you may have a True Opinion concerning 
A1 all nd Life, and ond die an rf 
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= Suppoling t; erefore the Opinion of Particular Redemp- 
tion true, yet how little does it avail toward Salvation? 
EY Nay, were we to ſuppoſe, That none can be ſaved who 
do not hold it, it does not follow, that all avi// be 
Ez /aved who do. So that if the one prov'd a Man to 
de in ever ſo bad à State, the other would not prove 
bhaim to be iz a Cod one. And conſequently, whoſoever 
3 ® leans on this Opinion, leans on the Staff of a broken 
Keel. | 

Would to Gop that ye would mind this one 'Thing, 
To make your own Calling and Election ſure! That ev- 
22 ery one of you (leaving the reſt of the World to Him 
that made it) would Himſelf repent, and believe the Goſ- 
| je] Not repent alone (for then you know only the 
& Baptiſm of John) but believe and be baptized with the 
| Holy Gboſi and with Fire. Are you ſtill a Stranger to 
that Inward Baptiſm, wherewith all true Believers are 
{ baptized? May the Lord conſtrain you to cry out, 
* How am I ftraiten'd till it be accompliſhed! Even till 
the Love of Gop inflame your Heart, and conſume all 
# your vile Affections. Be not content with any thing 
= leſs than this! It is this Loving Faith alone which 
opens our Way into the. General Church of the Firſt-born, 
LE whoſe Names are written in Heaven ! Which giveth us 
to enter in within the Veil, where ] Es us our Fore-runner 


i gone before us! | 


8 4 2 3 8 3 : 
oy HP n e W „r TM, S T * 5 * 
Es Log e 55 4s 22 e BY "$2 8 r 
. 8 * £3 - n 9 F 80 25 88 29 I*. 2 
2 RO - nr e 2 22 _— 4 
2 


3! 
oh. wy 
2 2.7 
5 © ot 
7 2 
% 
*. 
5 
2 
| hs 
L 3 * 
„ I 
* 85 1 85 
WT 
+. 
e 
548 
Tos. 
{1 
Wa 
4 
. ts 
— * 4 
N 
warts 
Ie 
. 
1 
7 = . 
1 
=; 
3 
A 


N = 2 Ig * ol ih k 

2 N AT 

FAY 885 SE 5 
5 8 3 


F. There is a ſtill wider Difference in /ome Points, be- 
tween us, and the People uſually term'd Quaters. But 
not in %% Points. You, as well as we, condemn 40 
= Ungoalineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men; all thoſe Works 
4 of the Devil which were recited above, and all. thoſe 
Lempers from which they ſpring. ITE 
Lou agree, That we are all to be fangt of GOD; 
and to be /ed by his Spirit: That the Spirit alone re- 
eas all Truth, and inſpires all Holineſs: That by his 
Inſpiration Men attain perfe# Lowe, the Love which 
Luriſfes them as He is pure: And that through this 
Knowledge and Love of Gop, they have Power to 
% always ſuch things as pleaſe him; to worſhip God, 
a Spirit, according to his own Will, that is, i» Spirit 

aud in Truth, 


Hence 
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Hence you infer, That Formal Wor/bip is not acceptable 
to Gop, but that alone that ſprings from Gop in the 
Heart: You infer alſo, that they who are led by Him, 
will uſe great P/ainneſs of Speech, and great Plainne/s 
of Dreſs, ſeeking no Outward Adorning, but only the 


Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit. 
I will look no further now, than ſimply to enquire, 


Whether you are conſiſtent with theſe Principles ? 


To begin with the latter: He that is led by the 
Spirit will uſe great Plainneſs of Speech. 

You would have ſaid, will uſe the plain Language.” 
But that Term leads you into a grand Miſtake. That 


Term,“ the plaiu Language, naturally leads you to Mi 


think of ane particular Way of Speaking; as if Plain- 
neſs of Speech implied no more, than the Uſe of that 1 


parti cular Form. 


Alas! my Brethren! Know ye not, that your Anceſ- | 1 
tors deſigned this, only as a Specimen of Plain Language? 
And is it poſſible, that you ſhould miſtake the _ : 


for the whole Bale of Cloth? 


_ Conſult the Light Gop has given you, and you muſt 7 
ſee, that Plainneſs of Speech does not lie in a fingle Point, 
but implies an open, undiſguiſed Sincerity, a Child-like | 
Simplicity ix all awe ſpeak. _ 

I do not defire you to refrain from ſaying Thou or 
Thee. I would not ſpend ten Words about it. But I 
deſire you, whenever you ſpeak at all, to ſpeak the 
'Truth, and nothing but the Truth. I defire your 
Words may be always the Picture of your Heart. This 
is truly plain Language. 

Either do not pretend to Plain Speech at all, or be 
wniformly plain. Are you ſo? I pray, conſider. Do 


you never compliment? ] do not ſuppoſe you ſay, Sit, 


your very humble Servant.“ But do you fay no Civil 
Things? Do you never fatter? Do you: not commend 
any Man or Woman to their Face? Perhaps farther 
than you do behind their Back. Is this Plaznneſs of 
Speech? Do you never 4i//emble? Do you ſpeak to all 
Perſons, high or low, rich or poor, juſt what you think, 


neither more nor leſs, and in the ſhorteſt and cleareſt 
Manner you n If not, * a mere Jeſt is you 


Plain 


_— 
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Pin Language? You carry your Condemnation in 
= your own Breaſt, 
6. You hold alſo, That © he which is led by the 
W Spirit, will uſe great Plainneſs of Dreſs, ſeeking no 
= outward adorning, but only the Ornament of a meek 
aud quict Spirit.“ 5 3 5 : ; | 
And that, in particular, he will leave Gold and 
coſely Atparel, to thoſe who know not GOD. ' 
Now I appeal to every ſerious, reaſonable Man a- | 
mong you, Do your People act conſiſtently with this 
9 Principle? Do not many of your Women wear Gold 
upon their very Feet? And many of your Men uſe 8 
FX Ornaments of Gold? Are you a Stranger to theſe, 
Things? Have you not ſeen with your Eyes (ſuch 
= Trifles as will ſcarce bare the Naming) their Canes 
and Sruff-boxes glitter, even in your ſolemn Aſſembly, 
while ye were waiting together upon GOD? Sure- 

= ly, they are not yet ſo loſt to Modeſty, as to pretend, 

That they do not uſe them by Way of Ornament. If 
they do not, if it be only out of Neceſſity, a plain 
= Oaken Stick will ſupply the Place of the one, and a 
Piece of Horn or Tin will unexceptionably anſwer all 
the reaſonable Ends of the other, 1 + 
| To ſpeak freely (and do not count me your Enemy : 
for this) you cannot but obſerve upon cool Reflection, 
That you retain juſt fo much of your anltlient Practice, 
as leaves your Preſent without Excuſe as makes the 
Inconſiſtency between the one and the other, glaring 
and undeniable. For Inſtance: This Woman is too 
ſtrict a Qualer, to lay out a Shilling in a Nectlace. 
bu Very well; but ſhe is not too ſtrict to lay out Dur- 
0 ſcore Guineas in a Repeating Watch, Another would 
not for the World wear any Lace, no, not an Edging 
round her Cap. But ſhe will wear Point; and ſees no 
Harm in it at all, tho' it ſhould be of twelve Times the 
Price. In one Kind of Aron or Handkerchief ſhe dares 
not lay out twenty Shillings ; but in another Sort, lays 
out twenty Pounds. And what Multitudes of you 

are very jealous, as to the Colour and Form of your Ap- 
parel, (the leaſt important of all the Circumſtances that 
relate to it) while in the moſt important, the Expence, 

6 | they 


F 
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wet, ſo it be black or graye, They will not touch a | 


| Fatherleſs and Widow; it is waſting the Food of the | © 
_ Hungry, and withholding his Rayment from the Na-. 
ked to conſume it on our own Luſts. | 


Sin, you make it your own; you, eſpecially who are 


Wickedneſs. For you not only * do not teſtify againſt f 4 


they are without any Concern at all? ＋ hey will not 
put on a Scarlet or Crimſon Stuff, but the richeſt Vel. 


colour d Ribband; but will cover themſelves with a 
fi Silk from Head to Foot. They cannot bear 
Purple : But make nõ Scruple at all of being cloth'd in 
fine Linnen : Vea, to ſuch a Degree, That the Linnen of | 
the Quakers is grown almoſt into a Proverb. 4 
. Surely you cannot be ignorant, that the Sinfulneſs ol 
fine Apparel, lies chiefly in the Expenfcvereſs. In that 
it is robbing Gop and the Poor: It is defrauding the 


7. Let it not be ſaid, That this affects only a few " 
among you, and thoſe, of the younger and /ighter 
Sort. Yes it does; your Whole Body; For why do 
you, who are Elder and Grawver, ſuffer ſuch Things?“ 
Why do ye not vehemently reprove them? And if? 
they repent not, in ſpite of all worldly Confiderations, 
expel them out of your Society? In conniving at their 


Preachers. Do you ſay, * They cannot bear it; they 4 
will not hear: Alas, into what State then are ye fal- 


len! But whether they will bear it or not, what is that 
to Thee? Thou art to ſpeak, whether they will hear, 


or whether they ail forbear. 'To fay the very Truth, BY 
J am afraid, you rather ſtrengthen their Hands in their 


it 2 
' UE 


20 * — ts e * + Ps 0 D a * 11 n — 


* You ſay, © You do teftify againſt it in the Congre- 
gation.” Againſt what? * Againſt Gay and Gawdy 
Apparel.“ I grant it, But this is not the Thing I ſpeak 
of. You quite miſtake my Mark. Do you teſtify a- 
gainſt the Coſelineſi of their Apparel, however plain and 
grave it may be? Againſt the Price of the Velvet, the 
Linnen, the Silk, or Raiment of whatever Kind? I. 
you do this frequently and explicitly, you are clear, |! 
not, own and amend the Fault, . 

It is eaſy to diſcern how your People fell 8 Ta 
| are 
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is in the Congregation, but even ſit at their Table and 
tte Dumb Dogs that cannot bark, ſleeping, hing down, 
2 lowing to ſlumber. . 3 
I hx this Charge upon every Preacher, in particular, 
who ſaw a young Woman, Daughter to one of the 
1 . 1 Qualers in London, going to be married in Apparel 
"FT ſunable to her Diamond Buckle, which coſt k hundred 
Guineas. Could you ſee this, and not call Heaven 


© ER and Earth to witneſs againſt it? Then I witneſs againſt 

© EX Thee, in the Name of the Loxb, Thou art a 8/ind 

Lader of the Blind: Thou ffraineſt a Gnat, and feral 
= /oweft a Camel / | 

wi x AVerily the Sin both of Teachers and Hearers, is here- 


9 in exceeding great. And the little Attempts toward 
Plainneſs of Apparel, which are till obſervable among 
vou (I mean, in the Colour and Form of your Cloaths, 


Hearts you are not now. | | 
8. I come now to your mam Principle, © We are 
all to be taught of GOD, to be inſpired and led by his 


—_— 


was little enough to relieve the needy Members of your 


and were able to relieve more than your ox Poor. But 
you did not beſtow all that you had to ſpare from 


i remained either to lay it up, or to expend it in Super- 

Y = HQluities. Some choſe one Way, and ſome the other, 

4 Lay this deeply to heart, ye who are now a poor, 
i | deſpiſed, afflicted People. Hitherto ye are not able to 

% | relieve your own Poor. But if ever your Subſtance in- 
( i creaſe, ſee that ye be not ſtraiten'd in your own Bowels, 


115 that ye fall not into the ſame Snare of the Devil. Be- 


fore any of you either lay up Treaſures on Earth, or 


indulge needleſs Expence of any kind, I pray the Lozp 
God to ſcatter you to the Corners of the. Earth, and 
blot out your Name from under Heaven! 

LAS ub 3 Spirit. 


reprove them not. Why then, Thou alſo art one of 


and the Manner of putting them on) only teltify againſt 
you, That you were once what you know in your 


Snare of the Devil. You were at firſt a poor, deſpiſed, - 
afflicted People. Then, what ſome of you had to ſpare, - 


own Society. In a few Years. you increaſed in Goods, 


f 
ö 
bt 
\y 
| | 


them, on the Poor belonging to other Societies. It 
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$/irit, And then we ſhall vor ſhip him, not with dead 
Form, but in Spirit and in Truth.“ 

Theſe are deep and weighty Words. But many 
bold faſt the Words, and are utterly ignorant of their 
Meaning. Is not this an exceeding common Cafe ? 
fre you not conſcious, abundance of your Friends have 
done ſo? With whom the being taught of G O D and 
led by his Spirit, are mere Words of Courſe, that mean. 
jait nothing. And their crude and indigeſted Accounts, 
of the Things they did not underſtand, have raiſed that 
ucep Prejudice againſt theſe great Truths, which we 
nd in the generality of Men. 

Do ſome. of you aſk, * But doſt thou acknowledge 
ive Inward Principle? I do, my Friends: And I 
wou'd to Gop every one of you acknowledged it 
as much, I fay, All Religion is either empty Sherr, 
or Perfection by Inſpiration ; in other Words, The obe- 
dient Love of Gob, by the ſupernatural Knowledge of 
Gop: Yea, and that all which is not of Faith is Siu; 
all which does not ſpring from this Loving Knowledge 
of Gop ; which Knowledge cannot begin, or fſubjiit 
one Moment, without immediate Inſpiration ; Not only 
all Publick Worſhip, and all Private Prayer, but eve- 
ry Thought, in Common Liſe, and Word and Work. 
What think you of this? Do you not ſtagger? Dare 
you carry the inward Principle ſo far? Do you ac- 
knowledge it to be the very Truth? But alas! what 
is the acknowledging it; Doſt thou experience this 
Principle in thyſelf; What faith thy Heart? Does Gop 
dwell therein? And doth it now eccho to the Voice 
of Gop? Hall thou the continual Iuſpiration of his Spirit, 
filling thy Heart with his Love, as with a Well of Wa- 
ter, ſpringing up into everlaſting Life ? | 

9. Art thou acquainted with the Leading of his Spirit, 
not by Notion only, but by living Experience? I fear 
very many of you talk of this, who do not ſo much as 
| know what it means. How does the Spirit of Gop 

lead his Children, to this or that particular Action? Do 

. you imagine, it is by Blind" Inpulſe only? By moving 
you to do it, you know not why? Not ſo. He leads 
us by our Eye, at leaſt as much as by the Hand; and by 
Light as well as by Heat. He pews. us the Way where 
0 3 „ + 0 
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m we ſhould go, as well as incite: us to walk thereim 
For Example. Here is a Man ready to periſh with. 
© Hunger. How am I bed by. the Spirit: to relieve him Þ 
Firſt, By his convincing me, it is the Will cf Goo J 
ſhould, and ſecondly, by his filling my Heart. with Love, 
toward him, Both this Light and this. Heat are the Giſt 
of God; are wrought. in me by the ſame Spirit: Who 
leadi me, by this Conviction as well as Lowe, to go and 
feed that Man. This is the plain, rational Account of 
the ordinary Leading. of # the Spirit. But how. far from. 
that. which. ſome have given! 

4 Art thou thus led by the Spirit to every good Word 
” and Work? Till Gop hath thereby made thy Faith 
perfect? Doſt thou know. what Faith is? It is a Lov- 
ing, Obedient Sight of a preſent and reconciled Gov. 
Now where this is, there is no Dead Form; neither can 
be, ſo long as it continues. But all that is ſaid or done 
is full of Gop, full of Spirit and Life and Power, 
10. But perhaps, as much as you talk of them, you 
do not know the Difference between Form and Spirit x. 
or between worſhiping Gop in a formal Way, and wore- 
Miping him in Spirit and in Truth. 

1 The Lokd is that Spirit: The Seeing and. Feeling 
and Loving him is Spiritual Life. And whatever is ſaid 
or done in the Sight and Love of Gov, that is full of 
= Spirit and Life. All beſide this is Form, mere dead 
£ 


ws n 


Form; whether it be in our Publick Addreſſes to Gop, 
or in our Private; or in our Worldly Buſineſs, or in. 
© our daily Converſation. „ | 5 
2 But if ſo, how poor and mean and narrow have your 
= Views and Conceptions been! You was afraid of For- 
=  mality in publick Worſhip. And Reaſon good. But was 
" © you afraid of it no where elſe? Did not you conſider, 
That Formality in Common Life, is alſo an Abomination 
| do the Lorp? And that it can have no Place in any 


Thing we ſay or do, .but.ſo far as we forget GOD? 0 
watch againſt it in every Place, every Moment, that 
ö you may every Moment ſee and Jove GOD; and con- 
ö ſequently, at all Times and. in all Places, worſhip him 
in Spirit and in Truth. © 
My Brethren, permit me.to add a few Words, in ten- 


der Love to your Souls. Do not you lean too much. 
1 a 
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on the Spirit and Power, which you believe reſted upon 
your Forefathers ? Suppoſe it did; will that avail yeu, 
if you do not drink into the ſame Spirit? And how evi- 
dent 1s this ! That whatever ye once were, ye are now 
Horn of your Strength, Ve are weak and become like 
other Men. The Lord is well nigh departed from 
vou. Where is now the Spirit, the Life, the Power? A 
Be not offended with my plain Dealing, when I beſeech 4 
30 who are able to weigh Things calmly, to open your 
Eyes and ſee Multitudes even in the Church, purſu - 4 

f 


ing, yea and attaining the Subfance of Spiritual Life, 
and leaving unto you the Shadow. Nay a ſtill greater 
Evil is before you: For if ye find not ſome effectual 
Means to prevent it, your riſing Generation will utterly 
na off, the Shadow as well as the Subſlance. 


11. There is an abundantly greater Differenced ſtill, 
according to your own Account, between us who profeſs 
ourſclves Members of the Church of England, and you 
who are Members of the Church of Rome. But not- 
withſtanding this, do you not agree with us in con- 
demning the Vices above recited? Prophaneneſs, Drun- 
kenneſs, Whoredom, Adultery, Theft, Diſobedience 
to Parents, and ſuch like? And how unhappily do you 
agree with us in pradifing the very Vices which you 
condemn ? 1 LP 
And yet you acknowledge (nay and frequently con- 
tend for this with a peculiar Ear neſtneſs) That every 
Chriſtian is called to' be zealous of good Works, as well 
as to. deny himſelf and take up his Croſs daily. How 
then do you depart from your own Principles, when 
you are Gluttons, Drunkards or Epicures ? When you 
live at your Eaſe, in all the Elegance and Voluptuouſ- 
neſs of a plentiful Fortune! How will you reconcile 
the being adorned with Gold, array'd in Purple and fine 
Linnen, and faring ſumptuouſly every Day, with the- 
denying yourſelf and taking up your Cro/s daily? Surely 
while you indulge the Defire of the Fleſh, the Defire of 
the Eye, and the Pride of, Life, the excellent Rules of 
ſelf-denial that abound in your own Writers, leave you 
af all Men moſt inexcuſable.. ! 


12. Neither 


„ 


ve. Neither can this Self- indulgence be reconciled, 
with the being zealous. of good Works, For by this 
needleſs. and continual Expence, you diſable yourſelf 
from doing Good. You. bind your own Hands, You 
make it impoſſible for you to do that Good which o- 
therwiſe. you might. So that you injure the Poor in 
the ſame Proportion as you poiſon your own Soul. 
You might have cloath'd the Naked ; but what was 
due to them, was thrown away on your own coſtly Ap- 
parel. You might have fed the Hungry, entertained. 
the Stranger, relieved them that were fick or in Priſon, 
But the Superfluities of your own Table ſwallowed. up 
that whereby they ſhould have been profited. And ſo 
this: waſting of thy Lokp's Goods, is an Inſtance of 
complicated Wickedneſs ;. fince hereby thy poor Bro- 
ther periſheth, for whom CurIsT died. 1 

I will not recommend to you either the Writings or 
Examples of thoſe whom you account Hereticks, (al- 
though ſome of theſe, if you could view them with 
impartial Eyes, might proweke you to F ealauſp.) But O! 
that Gop would write in your Hearts, the Rules of 
Self-denial and Love, laid down by Thomas a Kempis “ 
Or that you woald follow both in this and in Good 
Works, that burning and ſhining Light of your own. 
Church, the Marquis de Renty! Then would all who. 
knew and loved the Lonp rejoice to acknowledge you 


1 as the Church of the Living G OD: When ye were 


zealous of. every good Word and Work; and abſtain- 
ed from all Appearance of Evil: When it was hereby 
ſhewn that you were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
delivered from all unholy Tempers : When ye were all 
uublameable and unrebuteable, without Spot or Wrinkle,. 
or any ſuch Thing; a choſen Generation, a Rayal Pi ic. 
hood, an holy Nation, a peculiar People, ſhewing forth to 
all Jews, Infidels and Hereticks, by your active, pa- 
tient, ſpotleſs Love of Gop and Man, the Praiſes of 
Him, who had called you-out of Darkneſs into his marvel» 
tous Light. Tg) „ 


13. Men and Brethren, Children of 'the Stock of A. 
braham,. ſuifer me to ſpeak a few Words to You alſo: 
Yau. who. do not. allow, That MEsSsIA the Prince ig. 
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already come and cut of. However, you ſo far hear 
Moſes and the Prophets, as to allow, 1. That ff is the 
Inſpiration of the Holy One, which giveth Man Under- 
ſtanding, and that all the true Children of Gov are 
taught of GO D. 2. That the Subſtance both of the 
Law and the Prophets, is contained in that one Word, 
Thou ſhalt love the Lok D thy Gop with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Strength, and 
thy Neighbour as Thyſelf, And 3. That the ſure Fruit px 
8 Love is OsEDIENcE, ceafing from Evil, and ding 
od. We | - 
And do you walk by this Rule? Have you yourſelf 
that Inſpiration of the Holy One? Are you taught of 
Gop? Hath he opened your Underſtanding? Have 
you the Inward Knowledge of the Moſt High ? I fear 
not. Perhaps you know little more, even of the Mean- 
Ing of the Words than a Mahometan. x 
Let us go a little further. Do you love the Lord your WE 
Goo with all your Heart, with all your Soul, with all 
your Strength? Can you ſay, Whom have I in Heaven 
but Thee; and there is none upon Earth that I defire befides 
| Thee? Do you defire Gop at all? Do you defire to 
have any thing to do with him, till you can keep the 
World no longer? Are you. not content, ſo you enjoy Ft 
the Good Things of Earth, to let Goo ſtand afar off? 
Only calling upon Him now. and then, when you can't 
well do without him. Why then you do not love Gop 
at all, tho' you will ſometimes condeſcend to »/e-Him, 
You love the World; This poſſeſſes your Heart. This 
therefore is your Gon. You renounce the Gop of your 
Fathers, the Gop of Mael; you are ſtill uncircumciſed 
in Heart. Your own Conſcience bears Witneſs, yon 
in this no more hear Moſes and the Prophets, than 
vou do Jesvs of Nazareth. | 4 


14. From Moſes and the Prophets it has been ſhewn, 
that your Forefathers were a fhitbliſi and ſtubborn Gee 
neration; a Generation which ſet not their Hearts aright, 
and whoſe Spirit cleaved not ſtedfaſtly unto, GOD. And 

this you acknowledge yourſelves. If you are aſk'd, 
How is it, that the Promiſe is not fulfill'd? Seeing 2% 
OF Scepter is long ſince departed from Fudab, why -f * 


i 4 j Have You then reformed from the Sins of your Fathers ? 
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= 4/5 come? Your uſual Anſwer is, © Becauſe of the 


Sins of our Fathers, Gop hath delay'd his Coming. 


Are You turned unto the Lonp your Gop? Nay, 


i ye not tread in the ſame Steps? Bating that ſingle 


Point of Outward Idolatry, what Abomination di 
ever commit, which %% have not committed 
Which the Generality of you do not commit ſtill, ac 
cording to your Power? If therefore the Coming 
the Messian was hinder'd by the Sins of your Fore- 
fathers, then by the ſame Rule, your Continuance there- 
in will hinder his Coming to the End of the World. 
Brethren, my Heart"; Def ire and Prayer to GO D is, 
That He would gather the Outcafts of Iſrael. And 1 
doubt not, but when the Fulneſs of the Gentiles is come 
in, then all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved. But mean Time, is 
there not great Cauſe that ye ſhould ſay with Daniel. 
O LORD, Righteouſneſs belongeth unto Thee, but unto 
us Conflton of Face, as at this Day, to the Men of Fudah,. 
and unto all Iſrael. O LORD, we have finned, we 


hade rebilled againſt Thee, neither have we abeyed the: 


Voice of the LORD our GOD, Yet, O our GOD, in- 
cline thine Bar, and hear; open thine Eyes and behald our 
Deſolations; for we do not preſent our Supplications before 
Thee fer our Righteouſneſſes, but for thy great Mercies. 


O Lorb, hear! O Lok, forgive! O Lord, hearken 


and do] Defer not, for thine own Sade; for thy, City and 
thy People are called by thy Name. 


15. I cannot . without "addreffiig myſelf 
to you alſo, who do not admit either the Few: or 
Chriſtian Revelation. But ſtill you deſire to be happy: 
You own the eſſential Difference between Vice and 
Virtue; and acknowledge, (as did all the wiſer Greeks 
and 3 )- that Vice cannot conſiſt with Happineſs. 
You allow likewiſe that Gratitude and Benevolence, 
Selt-Knowledge and Modeſty, Mildneſs, Temperance, 
Patience and Generoſity, are juſtly. numbered among 
Virtues; and that Ingratitude and Malice, Envy and: 
1 Pride, ae and Vanity, Gluttony and 


| ney e ovetouſnels and en ee are Vices of the 
e 


| Now 
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No let us calmly enquire, how far your Life is con- 
ſiſtent with your Principles. | 
You ſeek Happineſs. But you find it not. You 
come no nearer it with all your Labours. You are 
not happier than you was a Year ago. Nay, I doubt 
you are more unhappy. Why is this, but becauſe 
you look for Happineſs there, where you own it can- 
not be found > Indeed, what is there on Earth which 
can long ſatisfy a Man of Underſtanding? His Soul 
is too large for the World he lives in. He wants. 
more Room. | | 


 LEftuat infelix anguſto limite Mundi, 
Ut brevibus clauſus  Gyaris, parvaque Seripbo. 


He has already travelled thro* all which is called Plea- 
ſure; Diverſions and Entertainments of every Kind. 
| But among theſe he can find !no Enjoyment of any 
Depth ; they are empty, ſhallow, ſuperficial Things : 
They pleaſed for a while, but the Gloſs is gone; and 
now they are dull and taſteleſs. And what has he 
next? Only the ſame Things again. For this World 
affords nothing more. It can ſupply him with no 


Change. Go, feed again: But it is upon one Diſh | 


till. Thus 

Occiais miſeros crambe repetitas! 
Yet what Remedy under the Sun! 5 
16. The ſounder Judgment, the fronger Under- 
ſtanding you have, the ſooner are you ſated with the 


World : And the more deeply convinced, all that com- 
eth is Vanity; Fooliſh, Inſipid, Nauſeous. You ſee 


the Foibles of Men in ſo much clearer a Light, and 


have the keener Senſe of the Emptineſs of Life. Here 
75 are, a poor, unſatisfy d Inhabitant, of an unquiet 
World; turning your weary Eyes on this Side and on 


that Side; ſecking Reſt, but finding none. Vou ſeem 


to be ont of your Place: Neither the Perſons nor Things 

chat ſurround you are ſuch as you want. You have a 
confuſed Idea of ſemething better than all this; * 
Wo | . know 
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Vnevenneſs or Sourneſs of Temper ? Proneneſs to An- 


e 


- 


WT now not where to find it. You are always gaſping for 
n ſomething which you cannot attam, no, not i 
do the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, | 


you range 


But this is not all, You are not only zegatively un- 


© | happy, 28 finding nothing whereon to ſtay the Weight 
of your Soul; but pofizively ſo, becauſe you are Unho- 
lp: You are miſerable, becauſe you are vicious. Are 


you not vicious? Are you then full of Gratitude to 
Him, who giveth you Life and Breath, and all Things? 
Not ſo; you rather ſpurn his Gifts, and murmur at 
him that gave them. How often has your Heart ſaid, 
Gov did not uſe you well? How often have you que- 
ſtion'd either his Wiſdom or Goodneſs ? Was this well 
done? What Kind of Gratitude is this? It is the beſt 
you are Maſter of. Then take Knowledge of yourſelf. 
Black Ingratitude is rooted in your inmoſt Frame. You 
can no more love Gop than you can ſee him; or than 
you can be happy without that Love. 
Neither (how much ſoever you may pique your- 
ſelf upon it) are you a Lover of Mankind. Can Love 
and Malice conſiſt? Benevolence and Envy? O 
do not put out your own Eyes. And are not theſe 
horrid Tempers in you? Do not you envy one Man, 
and bear Malice or Ill-will to another? 1 know you 


call theſe Diſpoſitions by ſofter Names; but Names 


change not the Nature of Things. You are pained 
that one ſhould enjoy what you cannot enjoy your- 
ſelf. Call this what you pleafe, it is rank Envy. 
You are grieved, that a ſecond enjoys even what you 
have yourſelf; you rejoice in ſeeing a third unhappy. 
Do not flatter yourſelf : this is Malice, venomous Ma 


Alice, and nothing elſe. And how could you ever think 


of being happy, with Malice and Envy in your Heart? 
Juſt as well might you expect to be at Eaſe, while you 
held burning Coals in your Boſom. 


17. J intreat you to reflect, whether there are no 
other Inhabitants in your Breaſt, which leave no Room 
for Happineſs there. May you not diſcover, tliro' a 
thouſand Diſguiſes, Pride? Too high an Opinion of 
yourſelf? Vanity, Thirſt of Praiſe, even (who would 

lieve it?) of the Applauſe of Knaves and Fools? 


ger 


mnt» Men of Reaſon and Religion. 7 


or un Peeviſnneſa, Fretfulneſs, or or pining 
iſcontent? Nay, perhaps even Covetouſneſs.-----And 
did you ever think, Happineſs could dwell with theſe ? 
Awake out of ſenſeleſs Dream. Think not of re- 
conciling things incompatible. All theſe Tempers are 
effential. Miſery. .So long as any of theſe are harbour. 
ed in your Breaſt, you. muſt be a Stranger to Inward 
Peace. What avails it you, if there be no other Hell? 
Whenever theſe Fiends are let *_ upon you, yon wil 
be conſtrain'd to own, 


10 Hells where er IJ am:  Miydelf am Hell ! N 


And can the Supreme Being love choſe Tohpers, 


which you yourſelf abhor in all but yourſelf? If not, 


they imply Guilt as well as Miſery. Doubtleſs the 


do. Only inquire of your own Heart. How. often in 
the mid Career of your Vice have you felt a ſecret Re- 
proof, which-you knew not how to bear, fore 
ſtifled as ſoon as Poflble? . mn 


Shs And aid not even 2hzs point at an Hereafter ? 
a future State of Exiſtence ? The more reaſonable a- 
: Mong you have no Doubt of this; you do not imagine 
the whole Man dies together: Altho' you hardly ſup- 
poſe the Soul, once diſengaged, will dwell again in an 
Houſe of Clay. But how will your Soul ſubſiſt with- 
out it? How are you qualified for a ſeparate State? 
Suppoſe this Earthly Covering, this Vehicle of Or- 
ganiz'd Matter, whereby you hold Commerce with 
the Material World, were now to drop off! Now, 
What will you do in the Regions of Immortality? You 
cannot eat or drink there. - You cannot indulge either 
the Deſire of the Fleſh,. the Deſire of the Eye, or the 
Pride of Life. You love only worldly things; and 
they. are gone, fled as Smoke driven away for ever. 
Here is no Poſſibility of ſenſual Enjoyments ; and you 
have a Reliſh for nothing elſe. O what a Separation is 
this, from all that you hold dear] What a Breach is 
umade, never to be healed !. . 
But beſide this, you. are unholy ; full of evil Thm- 


Pens for oak. did not put off theſe with the Body. 
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Von did not leave Pride, Revenge, Malice, Envy, 
HDiſcontent behind you, when you left the World. And 
no, you are no longer chear d by the Light of the 
San, nor diverted by the Flux of various Objects: But 
moe Dogs of Hell are let looſe to prey upon your Soul, 
with their whole, unrebated Strength. Nor is there 


1 2 Lay Hope, that your Spirit will now ever be reſtor'd to 


its original Purity: Not even that poor Hope of a 
| purging Fire, ſo elegantly deſcribed by the Heather 


Poet, ſome Ages before the Notion was revived among 
4 L | the DoArines of the Romiſ Church. 


— the tenduntur inanes 

Suſpenſe ad ventos; aliis ſub gurgite vaſt 
Infectum eluitur ſcelus, aut exuritur ignt — 
Donec longa dies, exacto temporis orbe, 
Concretam exemit labem, purumgue r eliguit 
SEthereum aan atque aurai fi ke ignete. 


109. What a great Gulph then is fixed between you 
and Happineſs, both in this World and that which 1s to 


2 come? Well may you ſhudder at the Thought! More 


eſpecially when you are about to enter on that untried 


State of Exiſtence. For what a Proſpect is this, when 


you ſtand on the Verge of Life, ready to launch out in- 


to Eternity? What can you then think? You ſee no- 


thing before you. All is dark and dreary. On the very 
belt Suppoſition, how well may you addreſs 48 part - 
ing Soul in the Words of dying Adrian; 


&« Poor, little, pretty, fluttering 'Thing, 
Muſt we no longer live together ? 


And doſt thou prune thy trembling Wing, 
To take thy Flight thou know'ſt not wl.ither ? 


Thy pleaſing Vein, thy hum'rous Folly 
Is all neglected, all forgot; 
And penſive, wavering, melancholy, 


Thou hop'ſt, and fear'ſt thou know'ſt not what. 5 


% Thou know'ſt not what!” Here is the Sting, 
ſuppoſe there were no other. To be thou know'ft net 


G «what } 
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«chat! Not for a Month, or a Year, but thro' the 


countleſs Ages of Eternity! What a tormenting Uncer- 
tainty muſt this be ? What racking Unwillingneſs muſt 
it occaſion, to exchange even this known Vale of Tears, 


for the unknown Valley of the Shadow of Death? 


« And is there no Cure for this ? ** Indeed there is 
an effectual Cure; even the Knowledge and Love of 
Gop. There is a Knowledge of Gop which unveil; 
Eternity, and a Love of Gop which erdears it. That 
Knowledge makes the great Abyſs wi/ible;, and Un- 
certainty vaniſhes away. That Love makes it amiable 
to the Soul, ſo that Fear has no more Place ! But the 
Moment Gov ſays, by the welcome Angel of Death, 
Come thou up hither,” She | | 


«+ Claps the glad Wing, and towers away, . 
And mingles with the Blaze of Day.” | 


20. See ye not, what Advantage every Way, a 
Ohriſtian has over you? Probably the Reaſon you faw 
it not before was, becauſe you knew none but nominal 
Chriſtians; Men who profeſs to belreve more (in their 
Way of believig) but had no more of the Knowledge 
or Love of Gop than yourſelves. So that with Regard 


to Real, Inward Religion, you ſtood upon even Ground. 


And perhaps in many Branches of Outward Religion, the 
Advantage was on your Side. 


May the Lozv, the Gov of the Chriſtians, either 


reform theſe Wretches, or take them away from the 
Farth! 'That lay this grand Stumbling-block in the 


Way of thoſe who deſire to know the Will of Gop! 


8 


ter, and appeal to you yourſelves for the Reaſonablenets 


O ye who defire to know his Will regard them not! 
If it be poſſible, blot them out of your Remembrance. 

They neither can nor «vz// do you any Good. O 
ſuffer them not to do you Harm. Be not prejudiccd 
againſt Chriſtianity by thoſe, who know nothing at all 
of it. Nay, they condemn jr, all real, ſubſtantial Chri- 
ſtianity; they ſpeak Evil of the Thing they know not. 
They have a kind of cant Word for the whole Religion 
of the Heart. They call it Enthuſiaſm. 

I will briefly lay before you the Ground of the Mat- 


of it. | 21, What 
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Matter ſhould influence Matter at all. How that which 


21. What a miſerable Drudgery is the Service of 
Gov, . unleſs I love the Gop whom I ſerve? But I can- 
not love one whom I know not. How then can I love 


a 5  Gop till I know him? And how is it poſſible J ſhould 


know Gop, unleſs he make himſelf known unto me? 
By Analogy or Proportion? Very good. But where is 
that Proportion to be found? What Proportion does a 
Creature bear to its Creator? What is the Proportion 
between Finite and Infinite ? 

I grant, the Exi/tence of the Creatures demonſtratively 
ſhews the Exi/tence of their Creator. The whole Crea- 
tion ſpeaks, that there is a Gob. But thar 15 not the 
Point in Queſtion. I know there is a God. Thus far 
is clear. But who will ſhew me, what that God is. 
The more I reflect the more convinced I am, that it 13 
not poflible for any or all the Creatures, to take off the 
Veil which is on my Heart, that I may diſcern this 


Unknown Good; to draw the Curtain back which now . 


hangs between, that I may ſee Him which is inviſible. 
This Veil of Fleſh now hides Him from my Sight. 
And who is able to make it tranſparent! So that I may 


perceive thro” this Glaſs, Gov always before me, till 1 


ſee Him Face to Face. 


I want to know this great Gop who flleth Heaven 


and Earth: Who is above, beneath, and on every Side, 
in all Places of his Dominion; who juſt now beſets me 
behind and before, and lays his Hand upon. me. And 


yet I am no more acquainted with Him, than with one 


of the Inhabitants of Jupiter or Saturn, 


O my Friend, how will you get one Step farther, 


unleſs Gov reveal himſelf to your Soul? 


22. And why ſhould this ſeem a Thing incredible to 
you? That God, a Spirit, and the Father of the Spi- 


rits of all Fleſh, ſhould diſcover himſelf to your Spirit, 
which is itſelf the Breath of GOD, Diwine Particula 


ure? Any more than that material Things ſhould 
diſcover themſelves to your material Eye. Is it any 


more repugnant to Reaſon, that Spirit ſhould influence 
Spirit, than that Matter ſhould influence Matter? Nay, 


is not the former the more eaſily intelligible of the two? 


Por there is the utmoſt Difficulty in conceiving, how 


© + FS 
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A farther Appeal 


is totally pave ſhould af. Neither can we rationally 
account either for Gravitation, Attraction, or any na- 
tural Motion whatſoever, but by ſuppoſing in all the 
Finger of Gop, who alone conquers that Vit inertiæ 
which 1s eſſential to every Particle of Matter, and work- 
eth all in all. 1 
Now if Gop ſhould ever open the Eyes of your Un. 
derſtanding, muſt not the Love of Gop be the imme. 
diate Conſequence? Do you imagine you can ſee God, 
without loving Him? Is it poſſible in the Nature of 
Things? S wirtus conſpiceretur aculis, ſaid the old 
Heathen, mirabiles amores excitaret ſui. How much more 
if you ſee Him who is the original Fountain, the great 
Archetype of all Virtue, will that Sight raiſe in you. s 
Love that is wonderful, ſuch as the gay and buſy World 
know not of ! | 


23. What Benevolence alſo, what tender Love to 
the whole of Human Kind, will you drink in, together 
with the Love of Gob, from the unexhauſted Source 
of Love? And how ealy. is it to conceive, that more 

and more of his Image will be then transfuſed into 
your Soul? That from difintereſted Love, all other 
Divine Tempers will, as it were naturally, ſpring ? 
Mildneſs, Gentleneſs, Patience, Temperance, Juſtice, 
Sincerity, Contempt of. the World ; yea, whatſoever 
Things are venerable and lovely, whatſoever are juſtly 
of good Report. 5 5 
And when you thus love Gop and all Mankind, and 
are transform'd into his Likeneſs, then the Command- 
ments of Gop will not be grievous; you will no more 
complain, that they deſtroy the Comfort of Life. So 
far from it, that they will. be. the very Joy of your 
Heart; Ways of Pleaſantneſs, Paths of Peace! You 
will experience here that folid Happineſs, which you 
had elſewhere ſought in vain, Without ſervile Fear or 
- anxious Care, ſo long as you continue on Earth you 
will gladly .do the Will, of God here, as the Angels do 
it in Heaven. And when the Time is come that you 
ſhould depart hence, when God ſays, © Ariſe and come 
away, you will paſs with Joy unſpeakable out of the 
Body, into all the'Fulnefs-of Goo, th 


_ 7 Meng Reaſon and Religion. 77 
7 Now does not your own Heart condemn you, if you - 
== call 757 Religion Enthuffaſm? O leave that to thoſe 


7 ; blind Zealots, who tack together a Sett of Opinions 


a | + | leſs Thing, by the Sacred Name of Chriſtianity. Well 
might you account ſuch Cbriſtianity as this, a mere 


* * TOY 


Piece of empty Pageantry, fit indeed to keep the Vul- 
gar in awe, but beneath the Regard- of a Man of Un- 
= derſtanding. | 
> ZBut in how different a Light does it now appear? 
If there be ſuch a Religion as 1 have ſketch'd out, muſt 
not every reaſonable Man fee, there is nothing on Eartn 
to be deſired in Compariſon of it ?—But if any Man 
deſire this, let him aſk of Gon: He giveth to all Men 


liberally and upbraideth not. 


24. May you not aſk; quite conſiſtently with your < 


Principles, in ſome Manner reſembling this: 


O Thou Being of Beings, Thou Cauſe of All; Thou 
ſeeſt my Heart; Thou underſtandeſt all my. Thoughts. 
But how ſmall a Part of thy Ways do I underſtand! 1 
know not what is above, beneath, on every Side, I - 
know not my own. Soul. Only this I know, I am not 
waat I ought to be. I ſee and approve the Virtue - 
which I have not. I do not love Thee, neither am I 
thankful. :. I commend the Love of Mankind; but 1 
feel it not. Tnou haſt ſeen Hatred, Malice, Envy in 


my Heart. Thou haſt ſeen Anger, Murmuring, Diſ- 


content. Theſe uneaſy Paſſions harrow up my Soul. 
I cannot reſt, while 1 am under this'Yoke. Nor am 
I able to ſhake it off. I am unhappy, and that Thou 


knoweſt. 


Have Compaſſion upon me, Thou whoſe Vears do 
not fail! On me, who have but a ſhort Time to live. 
I riſe up, and am cut down as a Flower I flee as it 
were a Shadow. Yet a little while, and I return to 


Duſt, and have no more Place under the Sun. 


Let I know Thou haſt made my Soul to live for ever. 
But I know not where; and J am unwilling to try. 1 
tremble, I am afraid to go thither, whence I ſhall not 

return. I ſtand quivering on the Edge of the Gulph ; - 

for Clouds and. Darkneſs reſt upon it. O Goo!- 79 5 | 
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Eternity with a Peradventure! 


Thee! Make thyſelf known unto Me alſo, in the Man- 


A 4 farther Appeal * 


I go always creeping with Terrors, and plunge into 


O Thou Lover of Men, is there no Help in Thee? 
I have heard (what indeed y Heart connot conceive) 
that Thou revealeſt Thyſelf x to thoſe that ſeek Thee, 
and poureſt thy Love into their Hearts : And that they 
who know and love Thee, walk through the 08 
of Death and fear no Evil. O that this were ſo! That 
there were ſuch an unſpeakable Gift, given to the Chil- 
dren of Men] For then might J hope for it. O God, 
if there be, give it unto Me! Speak, that 7 may lee 


. » " 2 n 2 x Bm 4 \ * 2 \ - 
* r 2 nn 8 = 3 S155 v3.7 Per : N 
* r 47 $4 F S . — 
r OTE A Ne Es DE ONES Bec” ' 
F N S Bro . x 2 . © ©, EST 
5 4 r N S * 


e NY 
F..... ͤ cs, 92” HR NO 


3 8 Gy 8 
nA 25 r Ln 
3 >; 3 — 4 ah 


ner that Thou knoweſt! In any wiſe let me know Thee 
and love Thee, that I may be form'd after thy Like- 
neſs! That I may be Love, as Thou art Love; that 
I may now be happy in Thee; and when Thou wilt, 


fall into the Abyſs of thy Love, and enjoy hee thro” 
the Ages of Eternity | 
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And when he came near, he beheld the City, and wept 
over it, ſaying, If thou hadft known, even Thou, at 
leaſt in this thy Day, the Things which belong unto thy 
Peace! Luke xix. 41, 42. 
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PART II. 
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„ 
concerning the preſent State of Religion in 
England? Is there a Nation under the 
Sun which is ſo deeply fallen from the very Firſt Prin- 
ciples of all Religion? Where is the Country, in which 
is found ſo utter a Diſregard to even Heathen Morality ? 
| Such a thorough Contempt of  Fuſtice, and Truth, and 
all that ſhould be dear and honourable: to rational Crea- 
tures ? 75 
What Species of Vice can poſſibly be named, even of 
| thoſe that Natare itſelf abhors, of which we have not 
had, for many Years, a plentiful and ſtill increaſing 
Harveſt? What Sin remains either in Rome or Contan- 
tinople, which we have not imported long ago (if it was 
not of our native Growth) and improved upon ever 
ſince? Such a Complication of Villanies of every Kind, 
conſidered with all their Aggravations, ſuch a Scorn of 
1 | Whatever 


Ny nc what can an impartial Perſon thin 


— _ 


'B> MF farther Appeal 


whatever bears the Face of Virtue, ſuch Tnju/lice, Fraud 
and Falhbood : Above all, ſuch Perjury, and ſuch a Ii. 

hed of Law, we may defy the whole World to pro. 
duce. | "ER 
What Multitudes are found throughout our Land, Wn 
who do not even profe/s any Religion at all? And what 
Numbers of thoſe who profes much, confute their Pro. WR 
feſſion by their Pradice? Yea, and perhaps by their 
exorbitant Pride, Vanity, Covetouſneſs, Rapaciouſneſs, Wi 
or Oppreſſion, cauſe the very Name of Religion, to ſtinx 
in the Noſtrils, of many (otherwiſe) Reaſonable Men? 


2. © However,. we have many thouſands ſtill, of Wi 
truly Virtueus and Religious Men.“ Wherein does their 
Religion confiſt? In Righteouſneſs and True Holineſ: ? 
In Love ſtronger than Death? Fervent Gratitude to 
Gop? And tender 4f:7m to all his Creatures? I; 
their Religion, the Religion of the Heart? A Re- 
newal of Soul in the Image of Gov? Do they 7e- 


 femble Him they worſhip? Are they free from Pride, 


from Vanity, from Malice and Envy ; from, Ambition 
and Avarice, from Paſſion and Luft; from every un- 
- eaſy and unlovely Temper * Alas, I fear neither they 
(the greater Part at leaſt) nor you, know what this Re- 
ligion means; or have any more Notion of it, than 
the Peaſant that holds the Plough, of the Religion of à 
Gymnoſophiſt. ey 1 
Tis well if the Genuine Religion of ChyrIgT has any 
more Alliance with what you call Religion, than.with 
the Turk; Pilgrimages to Mecca, or the Popiſh Wor- 
ſhip of our Lady of Loretto. Have not you ſubſtituted 
in the Place of the Religion of the Heart; ſomething (1 
do not fay equally finful; but) equally vain, and foreign 
to the 2yor/bipping of God in Spirit and in Truth 
What elſe can be ſaid even of Prayer, (Publick or Pri- 
vate) in the Manner wherein you generally perform it? 
As a Thing of Courſe, running round and round, in 
the ſame dull Track, without either the Knowledge or 
Love of Gop? Without one Heavenly Temper, either 
| —— Ds or improved? O what Mockery of GOD ig 
"7: N g 
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And yet even this Religion, which can do you no, 


Good, may do you much Harm, Nay, 'tis plain, it 
does: It daily increaſes your Pride, as you meaſure 
pour Goodneſs by the Number and Length of your Per- 
formances. Tt gives you a deep Contempt of thoſe, who, 
do not come up to the full Tale of your Virtues. It 
inſpires Men with a Zeal, which is the very Fire of 
Nell, furious, bitter, implacable, unmerciful; often to 


a Degree that extinguiſhes.all Compaſſion, all good Na- 
ture and Humanity. Inſomuch that the execrable Fierce- 
xeſs of Spirit, which is the natural Fruit of ſuch a Reli- 
gion, hath many times, in ſpite of all Lies, divine and 


7 human, broke out into open Violence, into Rapine, 
Murder, Sedition, Rebellion, Civil War, to the Deſo- 
Action of whole Cities and Countries. | 


Tantum hac Religio potuit ſuadere malorum ! 


3. Now if there be a Goo, and one that is not a 
mere idle Spectator of the Things that are done upon 
Earth, but a Rewarder of Men and Nations according 
to their Works, what can the Event of theſe Things 
be? It was reaſonable to believe, that He would have 
riſen long ago, and maintained his own Cauſe, either 
by ſending the Famine or Peſtilence among us, or by _ 
pouring out his Fury in Blood. And many wiſe and 
holy Men- have fre.;uently declared, That they daily. 
expected this ; that they daily looked for the Patience 
of GOD to give place, and Judgment to rejoice over 
Mercy... - * 1 HEE $2 

4. Juſt at this Time, when we wanted little of . 
ing up the Meaſure of our Iniguities, two or three Cler- 
gymen of the CHURCH of EnGLAND began vehe-, 
mently to call Sinners to Repentance. In two or three, 
Years they had ſounded the Alarm, to the utmoſt Bor- 
ders of the Land. Many "Thouſands gathered toge- 
ther to hear them; and in every Place where they 
came, many began to ſhew ſuch a Concern for Religion, 
as they never had done before. A ſtronger Impre//ion 
was made on their Minds, of the Importance of Things 
eternal, and they had more earneſt Dres of ſerving 


3 


ET. 


GO D, than they bad ever had from their earlieſt 
Childhood. Thus did Go Þ begin to draw them to- 
ward himſelf, with the Cords of Love, with che Band; 
of a Man. # 

Many of theſe were in a ſhort Time deeply convinced 
of the Number and Heinouſneſe of their Sins. They were 
alſo made throughly ſenſible of thoſe Tempers, which are 
juſtly hateful to Gop and Man, and of their utter 2270. 

rance of Gon, and entire ſnability, either to know, 
love, or ſerve Him. At the ſame Ti ime, they ſaw in 
the ſtrongeſt Light, the In/ignificancy of their out/ide Re- b 
ligion: Nay, and often confeſs'd it before Gop, as the 
moſt abominable Hypocrz/y. Thus did they ſink deeper We 
and deeper anto that Repentance, which muſt ever pre- 
cede Faith in the Son of Gov. 

And from hence ſprung Fruits meet for Repentance. 
The Drunkard commenced ſober and temperate. The 
Whoremonger abſtained from Adultery and Fornication; 

the Unjuſt from Oppreſſion and Wrong. He that had 
been accuſtomed to curſe and ſwear, for many Vears, 
now ſwore no more. The Sluggard began to work with 
his Hands, that he might eat his own Bread. The 
Miſer learned to deal his Bread to the Hungry, and te 
cover the Naked with a Garment. Indeed the whole 
Form of their Life was changed. They had 4% off do- 
ing Evil and learned to ds well. 

. But this was not all, Over and above this out- 
avard Charge, they began to experience 7nward Re!i- 
gion. The Love of GOD was ſbed abroad in their 
Hearts, which they continue to enjoy to this Day. 
They love Him, becauſe He firft loved us, and with-held 
not from us his Son, his only Son. And this Love 
conſtrains them to love all Mankind, all the Children 
of the Father of Heaven and Earth, and inſpires them 
with every holy and heavenly Temper, the whole Mind 
that was in CarIsT, Hence it is that they are now uni- 
form in their Behaviour, unblameable in all Manner of 
Converſation. And in whatſoever State they are, they 
have learned therewith to be content: Inſomuch that 
now they can in every Thing give Thanks: They more 
than patiently acquieſce, they rejoice and are b 

glad, 


- p Ss kg 
— = 
— — ſD2—v 
9 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


rr 


|. to Men e Reaſon and Religion, 85 


glad, in all Gop's Diſpenſations toward them. For as 
long as they love Gop (and that Love no Man taketh 
== from them) they are always happy in Gop. Thus 
WE they calmly travel on thro' Life, being never weary nor 
WT faint in their Minds, never repining, murmuring or diſ- 
W fatisfied, caſting all their Care upon Gov, till the Hour 

comes that they ſhould drop this Covering of Earth, I 
and return unto the great Father of Spirits. Then W 
eſpecially it is, that they rejoice with Joy un/peakable 
and full of Glory. You who credit it not, come and | 
ſee, See theſe living and dying Chriſtians, wet 1 


BE ©« Happy while on Earth they breathe; 

=_ Mightier Joys ordain'd to know, 

Trampling on Sin; Hell and Death, 
To the third Heaven they go!'“ 


” 
8 Wn "ac. at ds 2 
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Now if theſe Things are ſo, what reaſonable Man 1 

can deny (ſuppoſing the Scriptures to be true) that Go | 
is now viſiting this Nation, in a far other Manner than 1 
we had Cauſe to expect? Inſtead of pouring out his F 
fierce Diſpleaſure upon us, he hath made us yet another 
Tender of Mercy: So that even when Six did moit | 
abound, Grace hath much more abounded. ea 47 


6. Yea, the Grace of GOD which bringeth Salva- 7 | 
mon, preſent Salvation from inward and outward Sin, 1 
hath abounded of late Years in ſuch a Degree, as nei: 
ther we nor our Fathers had known. How extenſive. is 11 
the Change which has been wrought on the Minds and... 11 
Lives of the People! Know ye not that the. Sound is. | 
gone ſorth into all the Land? That there is ſcarce a a 
City or conſiderable Town to be found, where ſome | 
have not been rouzed out of the Sleep of Death, and | 
conſtrained to cry out, in the Bitterneſs of their Soul,. 
What muſt I do to be ſaved? That this religious Concern 
has ſpread to every Age and Sex; to moſt Orders and.. 
Degrees of Men? 'To abundance of thoſe in particular, 
who in Time paſt, were accounted Monſters of Wick- 
edneſs, drinking in Iniquity like Water, and committing 
all Uncleanneſs with 8 IV | 
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7. In what Age has ſuch a Work been wrought, con- 
ſidering the Stvi/7e/5 as well as the Exrent of it? When 
have ſuch Numbers of Sinners in ſo Hort a Time been 
recover'd from the Error of their Ways? When hath 
Religion, I will not ſay, ſince the Reformation, but fince 
the Time of Onſfantine the Great, made ſo large a Pro- 
rel in any Nation, within ſo ſmall a Space? I be- 
teve, hardly can either antient or modern Hiſtory, fup- 
ply us with a parallel Inſtance, . v3 


8. Let underſtanding Men obſerve alſo the Dyp/h of 


” 


the Work, fo extenſively and ſwiftly wrought. It is 
not a flight or ſuperficial Thing: But Multitudes of 


Men have been fo thoroughly convinced of Sin, that their 
Bones were ſmitten aſunder, as it were with a Sword, 
dividing the very Joints and Marrow. Many of theſe - 
have been ſhortly after ſo filled with Peace and Foy in 
believing, that whether they were in the Body, or out 
of the Body, they could ſcarcely tell. And in the 


Power of this Faith they have- trampled under Foot, 


whatever the World accounts either terrible or deſirable; 


Having evidenced in the ſevereſt Trials, ſo fervent a 


Love to Gov, ſo invariable and tender a Good-will to 
Mankind, particularly to their Enemies, and ſuch a 
Meaſure of all the Fruits of Holineſs, as were not un- 
worthy the Apoſtolick Age. Now ſo deep a Repen- 
tance, ſo firm a Faith, ſo fervent Love and unblemiſh'd 
Holineſs, wrought in ſo many Perſons, within fo ſhort 
a Time, the World has not ſeen for many Ages. 


9. No leſs remarkable is the Purity of the Religion 
which has extended itſelf ſo deep/y and faviftly. I ſpeak 
particularly, with regard to the Doctrines held by thoſe, 
among whom it is ſo extended. Thoſe of the Church 
of Ex land, at leaſt, muſt acknowledge this. For where 
is there a Body of People in the Realm, who, Number 
for Number, ſo cloſely adhere to what our Church de- 
livers as pare Doctrine? Where are thoſe who have 
approved and do approve themſelves more orthodox, 
more ſound in their Opinions? Is there a Socinian or 


Arian among them all? Nay, were you to recite the 
whole Catalogue of Hereffes, enumerated by Bp. Pear- 


Jon, 


fan; it might be ask'd, Who can lay any one of theſe 
to their Charge? „„ 
Nor is their eigen more. pure from Hereſy, than it 
is from Superſtition. In former Times, wherever an un- 
uſual Concern for the Things of GOD hath appear'd, 
on the one hand range and erroxeous Opinions continual- 
ly ſprung up with it ; on the other, a Zeal for Things 
which were no Part of Religion, as tho' they had been 
eſſential Branches of it. And many have laid as great 
if not greater) Streſs on Trifles, as on the weightier 
| ck of the Law. But it has not been ſo in the pre- 
ſent Caſe. No Streſs has been laid on any thing, as 
tho' it were neceſſary to Salvation, but what is * 
ably contain'd in the Word of GOD. And of the 


mn 


Things contain'd therein, the Streſs laid on each, has 


been in proportion to the Nearneſs of its Relation, to 
what is there laid down as the Sum of all, the Love ot 
GOD and our Neighbour. So pure from Super/itign, 
ſo throughly ſcriptural is that Religion, which has lately 
ſpread in this Nation. | | _e 
| 10. It is likewiſe rational as well as ſcriptural; it is 
as pure from Enthuſiaſm, as from Supenſtition. It is 
true, the contrary has been continually afirmed. But 
to affirm is one thing, to prove is another. Who will 
trove, That it is Bale to lh GOD? Even tho? 
we love him with all our Heart? To rejoice in the Senſe 
of his Love to us? To praiſe him, even with all our 
Strength? Who is able, to male good this Charge, 
againſt the Lowe of all Mankind? Or, laying Rheto- 
rical Flouriſhes aſide, to come cloſe to the Queſtion, and 
2 That it is Enthuſiaſm, in every State we are 
in, therewith to be content? I do but juſt touch on 
the general Heads, Ye Men of Reaſon, give me a 
Man, who ſetting Raillery and ill Names apart, wilt 
maintain this by Dint of Argument, If not, own this 
Religion is the Thing you ſeek ; ſober, manly, rational, 
divine: However expoſed to the Cenſure of thoſe, Who 
are accuſtom'd to revile what they underſtand not. 
11. It may be farther obſery'd, the Religion of thoſe 
we now ſpeak of, is entirely clear from Bigotry. (Per- 


haps this might Rave been rank ' d with Super ſition, of 
bx. H 2 which 5 
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which it ſeems to be only a particular Species.) They 
are in no wile bigotted to Opinions, They do indeed 
hold right Opinions. But they are peculiarly cautious, 
not to reſt the Weight of Chriſtianity there. They 
have no ſuch overgrown Fondneſs for any Opinions, 
as to think thoſe alone will make them Chriſtians, or to 
confine their Affection or Eſteem to thoſe who agree 
with them therein, There is nothing they are more 
fearful of than this, left it ſhould Real upon them una- 
wares. Nor are they bigozrcd to any particular Branch, 
even of Practical Religion. They deſire indeed to be 
exact in every Jot and Tittle, in the very ſmalleſt 
Points of Chri//ian Practice. But they are not attached 
to one Point more than another; they aim at uniform, 
uͤnirerſal Obedience. They contend for nothing i- 
Ving, as if it was important; for nothing iadifireut, 
as if it were neceſſary; for nothing circumſtantial, as if 
it were eſſential to Chriſtianity ; but for every thing in 
its own Order. | e 8 
12. Above all, let it be obſerved, that this Religion 
has no Mixture of Vice or Unholine/s. It gives no Man 
of any Rank or Profeſſion, the leaſt Licence to fin, It 
makes no Allowance to any Perſon, for Ungodlineſs of 
any Kind, Not that all who follow after have attained 
this, either are already perfect: But however that be 
they plead for no Sin, either Inward or Outward. They 
condemn every Kind and Degree thereof, in themſelves 
as well as in other Men. Indeed, moſt in them 
ſelves ;- it being their conſtant Care, to bring thoſe 
| Words home to their own Caſe, Whoſoeever ſhall keep 
the whole Law, and yet offend in one Point, he is guilty 
at, W Ib ou 4 
.- 13. Yet there is not found among them that bitter 
Zeal, in Points either o ſmall] or of great Impor- 
- tance, that Spirit of Perſecution, which has ſo often 
accompanied the Spirit of Reformation. Tis an idle 
Conceit, that the Spirit of Perſecution is among the 
Papiſts only; it is whereſoever the Devil, that old 
Murderer, works; and he ſtill 2v9rketh in all the Chil- 
dren of Diſebedience, Of conſequence, all the Children 
of Diſobedience, will on a thouſand different rg: 


” £5 
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and in a thouſand different Ways, ſo far as God per- 
mits, perſecute the Children of Gop. But what is ſtill 
more to be lamented is, that the Children of Gop 
themſelves, have ſo often uſed the ſame Weapons and 
rſecuted others, when the Power was in their own 
Can we wholly excuſe thoſe venerable Men, our 
great Reformers themſelves, from this Charge? 1 fear 
not, if we impartially read over any Hiſtory of the 
Reformation. What Wonder is it then, that when the 
Tables were turned, Bp. Bonner or Gardiner ſhould 
make Repriſals? That they ſhould meaſure to others 
(indeed good Meaſure ſhaken together what had before 
been meaſured to them? Nor is it ſtrange, when we 
conſider the ſingle Caſe of Joan Bocher, that Gop. 
ſhould ſuffer thoſe (otherwife) holy Men, Archbiſhop: 
| Cranmer, Bp. Ridley, and Bp. Latimer, to drink of the 
ſame. Cup with her. | . 
14. But can you find any Tincture of this in the 
Caſe before us? Do not all who have lately known the 
Love#of Gop, know what Spirit they are of? And 
that 7he Son of Man is not come to deſtroy Men's Lives, 
but to ſave them? Do they approve of the uſing any 
Kind or Degree of Violence, on any Account or Pre- 
tence whatſoever, in Matters of Religion? Do they 
not hold the Right every Man has to judge for him/t/f, ' 
to be ſacred and inviolable ? Do they allow any Me- 
thod of bringing even thoſe who are fartheſt out of 
the Way, who are in the groſſeſt Errors, to the Know- - 
ledge of the Truth, except the Methods of Reaſon 
and Perſuaſion? Of Love, Patience, Gentleneſs, Long- 
ſuffering? Is there any thing in their Practice which is 
Inconſiſtent wich this their conſtant Profe/ron ?® Do 
they in Fact hinder their own Relations or Dependents 
from worſhipping Goo according to their own Con- 
ſcience? When they believe them to be in Error, 
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do they ufe Force of any Kind, in order to bring them 


out of it? Let the Inſtances, if there are ſuch, be 

produced. But if no ſuch are to be found, then let all 

reaſonable Men who believe the Bible, own, That a 

Work of God is wrought in our Land: And ſuch a 
5 H 3 Work 


# 
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Work (if we ſurvey in r View the; N of ie, 
the Sqviftne/s with. which it has ſpread, the . Depth: of 
that Religion which was ſo ſwiftly diffuſed, and its Pu- 
rity from all corrupt Mixtures,) as it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, cannot eaſily be parallel d, in all theſe con - 
current Circumſtances, by any thing that is found in 
| — firſt planted in 
d. 


II. 1. And yet chocs de can diſcern the Face: of 
the Shy, cannot diſcern the Signs of the Times, Vet 
thoſe who are eſteemed: wiſe Men do not know, that 
Gon is now reviving his Work upon Earth. Indeed 
concerning ſome of theſe the Reaſon is plain; they 
inow not, becauſe they 7hink not of it. Their T 
are otherwiſe employ d; their Minds are taken up with 
things of quite à different Nature. Or perhaps, _ 
may think of it a little now and then, when they have 
nothing elſe to do; but not ſeriouſly, or deeply; not 
with any Cloſeneſs or Attention of Thought. They 
ate too much in Haſte to aweigh the Facts whereof. we 
ſpeak, and to draw the juſt Inferences therefrom: Nor 
is the Conviction which they may ſometimes feel ſuffer- 
eld to fink into their Hearts; but things that have a 
larger Share in their Affections ſoon deſtroy the Toy 
Traces of it. 

2. True it is, that there are ſome: who think: more 
deeply, who are accuſtomed to conſider things from 
the Foundation, and to lay Circumſtances together, 
that they may judge of nothing before they have full 
Evidence: And yet even ſome of theſe appear to be 
in doubt, concerning the af ng Work. Now, ſup- 

ing it to bea Work God, how can this be ac- 
counted for > That they who ſo diligently inquire con- 
cerning it, do not know the Time of their V ifitation 2 
Perhaps, becauſe of the deeply rooted Prejudice which 
they brought with them to. the Enquiry ; and, which 
fill hanging on their Minds, makes it ſcarce poſlible 
for them to. form an impartial Judgment. Perhaps, 
wen a flight Prepoſ/e/ron might occaſion their ſtumbling 

vn ſame of thoſe Rocks of Oyence, which by the wiſe: 
EY Permiſſion 


— 
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| Permiſſion! of Gon, always did and always will attend 
any Revival of his Work. Nay, it may be, their very 
2 was carried to Exceſs. They would not judge 
before they had ſuch Evidence as the Nature of the 
thing would not admit, or, at leaſt, Gop did not ſee fit 
to give. ; 

- All this is very eaſy to conceive. But it may at 
firſt appear ſurprizing, to find Men of Renown, Men. 
ſuppoſed to be endow'd with Knowledge, and with. 
Abilities of every Kind, flatly, openly, peremptorily 
denying, that there has been any unuſual Work of God 
at all! Vea, a late eminent Writer. goes yet,. 


accounts it an Inſtance of downright Enthuſiaſm, to- 


imagine, that there is any goon: Work now 


- wrought upon the Earth * . 
It avails not to ſay, © No, he daes not deny this, 


er but he denies it to be the Work of Gov”. This 
is palpably trifling: For the Work under Conſideration, 
is of ſuch a Nature (namely, the Converſion of Men. 
from all Manner of Sin, to Holineſs of Heart and 
Life) that if it be at any Time wrought at all, it muſt 
be the Work of Gop: Seeing it is Gon alone, and 
not any Child of Man, who is able to Are the Warks: 
of the Devil. | 
Yet neither is this difficult to be accounted for, if we 
conſider things more cloſely : For the fame Prejudice 
which keeps ſome in doubt, may eaſily be canceived ſo - 
to influence others, as to make them wholly deny the 
Work of Gop. And this it may do in ſeveral Ways: 
It may either bring them to. queſtion the Facts related, 
and hinder their endea vouring to be more fully inform 
ed; or prevent their drawing ſuch Inferences from thoſe 
Facts, as they would otherwiſe ſee to be plain and un- 
deniable. Vea, and it will give ten- fold Weight to the 
Ofences which muſt come, ſo as to over-ballance all“ 
Evidence whatſoever. | 
4. This alſo may account for the Behaviour of 
thoſe, who not content to ſuſpend their Judgment, or 
t0 yt the © of Go, go farther ſtill, even to tho 
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Length of contradiding and Baſpbeming. Nay, ſome 
of theſe have expreſſed a deeper Abhorrence, and ſnewn 
a ſtronger Enmity againſt this, than they were ever 
known to do againſt Popery, Infidelity, or any Hereſy 
whatſoever. Some have perſecuted the Inſtruments 
whom it pleaſed Gop to uſe herein, only not to the 
Death: And others have treated in the ſame Manner, 
all thoſe whom they termed their F/lowers. A few In- 
ſtances of this it may be proper to mention, out of very 
many which might be recited. 


* Of the 20th of June 1743, a great Multitude of | 
People gathered together, chiefly from Malſal, Dar- 
leſton and Bilften, in Wenfbury Church-yard, Stafford-. 

ſhire. They went from thence (after by ſounding a 
Horn they had gathered their whole Company together) 
to Mr. £aton's Houſe, in the Middle of the Town, 
who was at that Time Conſtable. He went to the Door 
with his Conſtable's Staff, and began reading the Act of 
Parliament againſt Riots ; but the Stones flew ſo thick 
about his Head, that he was forced to leave off reading 
and retire, They broke all his Windows, the Door of 
his Houſe, and a large Clock in Pieces. They went 
then to above fourſcore other Houſes, in many of which. 
there were not three Panes of Glaſs left. 

6. About Whit/untide, 1743, a Mob aroſe at Dar- 
lieſton (near Wenſbury and broke all the Windows (be- 
ſide ſpailing many of their Goods) of Joſhua Conſtable, 
John Colterell, Thomas Butler, — Wilkinſon, Aaron 
Longmore, William Powell, Ann Evans, Walter Carter, | 
Samuel Carter, and Thomas Wilks. 

Edward Martin, Aun Low, Jean Fletcher, Edward 
Horton, Mumford ' itks, Fof. Yardly and Robert Deacon, 
had all their Wine broke twice. 

James Foſter, /idow Hires, and Jonathan Nene) had 
their Windows b ke, and Money extorted to fave. their 


8 Houſes. 


John Foſter and Vice Wood had their W indows broken, 
and their Goode b ken and ſpoil'd. 
"a Spittle had is Windows broke, his Houſe broken 


opti, fome Good: poll'd, and ſome taken away. r. 
Willian 
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- William Woods had his Windows broke twice, and 
was himſelf compelled to go along with the Rabble. 
Elizabeth Lingham, a Widow with five Children, had 
her Goods ſpoiled, her Spinning Wheel (the Support of 
her Family) broke: And her Parih Allowance reduced 
from 25. and 64. to 13. 6d. a Week. 
Valentine Amberſiey had his Windows broken twice; 
his Wife, big with Chita, beaten with Clubs. 
George Wyn had his Windows and Goods broken, 04 
to ſave his Houſe, was forced to give them Drink. 
Thomas Day had his Windows and Goods broken, and” 
was forced to remove from the Lown. * 
Joſeph Stubs had his Windows broken twice, and his 
= ſo frightned, that ſhe miſcarried. 
On June 2, 1743, Fohn Baker, at the Head of 
a e Mob, came to the Houſe of Jonas Turner, at” 
N e-Br ail, near Venſbury, and afk'd him, Whe- 
ther he wou'd keep from theſe Mer that went preaching 
about, and go to the Church?” He anſwer'd, 1 do 
go to the Church. But 1 never ſee any of you there.“ 
Preſently one Dan. Oniens with a great Club, broke great 
Part of the Window at one Blow. Others laid hold of 
him, and dragg'd him about Sixty Yards, before he 
cou'd get looſe from them. Afterwards they broke all 
his Windows, and threw into the Houſe Abundance of 
Stones, to break his Goods. | 
About Four in the Afternoon they came to the Houſe: 
of Widow Turner, of Weft-Bramwick, They threw in 
Bricks and Stones ſo faſt, that ſhe was forced to open 
the Door and run out among them, One of her Daugh-- 
ters cried out, © My Mother will be killed!“ On 
which they fell to throwing Stones at her. She ran into a 
Neighbour's Houſe, but before ſhe could ſhut the Door, 
they broke the Bottom off with a Brick End. They 
followed her other Daughter with Stones, and one with. 
- a great Stake. She raw into another Houſe, much : "i 
frightned, expecting to be murder d. The Widow aſk'd, : 
** How can you come and abuſe us: thus? On which. 
one came with a large Club, and ſwore, ** If ſhe ſpoke- 
another Word, he wou'd knock her on the Head, and 
bury” Nr! in the Ditch, ** Then he went and broke _w 
tne. 
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the Glaſs that was left. The ſame they did to many of 
the neighbouring Houſes. 1 | | 
8. On the 1gth of June, James Troman of Walſal, 
ſaw Mary Bird in her Father's Houſe at Wenſbury, and 
ſwore, By G— you are there now: But we will kill 
you To morrow.”* Accordingly he came with a Mob 
the next Day; and after they had broken all the Win- 
dows, ke took up a Stone, and ſaid. Now, by G-- 
I will kill % He threw it, and ſtruck her on the 
Side of the Head. The Blood guſhed out, and ſhe 
dropt down immediately. : 8 
Ilg ſame Day, they came to John Turner's Houſe, 
and after they had broke all the Windows, Caſements, 
and Ceiling, on? of them cried out, I ſuppoſe now 
you will go to your dear Jzsus's Wounds, and fee 
them opened for you.” | 7 9Y 
Another of them took Mr. Hand of Wenſbury by 
the Throat, ſwore he would be the Death of him, gave 
* a great Swing round, and threw him upon the 
round. As ſoon as he aroſe, one Equal Baker gave 
him a Blow on the Eye, and knocked him down again. 
In about half an Hour the Mob came to his Houſe, 


LD: Ir 78 broke all the Windows, except about twenty Panes. 
he Kitchen Windows they clear'd, Lead, Bars and 


2 


all, broke the Window-Poſts, and threw them into the 
Houſe. The Shop was ſhut up (he 1 an Apothe- 
cary:) Bat they quickly broke it open, broke all the 
Pots and Bottles in Pieces, and deſtroy d all his Medi- 
eines. They broke alſo the Shelves and Drawers in the 
Shop to Pieces, and many of his Houſhold Goods. 
In the latter End of June, John Griffiths of Wenſbury,. 
and Francis Ward went to Mr. D. Juſtice of the Peace. 
They told him the Condition they and their Neigh- 
2 wow! in, * N and 225 _ | 
5 A that come about. I will neither meddle nor 
ake. 5 | 
9. On Famary 13, 1743-4, the Mob roſe again at 
Daves broke all the Windows of all who followed 
this Way (except two or three who bought themſelves 
oft brake open deveral Houſry, and took what they 
WE 1 | f e 


Mes, the 
Lives. | — 
About the ſame time the Reverend Mr. E.. came 
to'Darleſton ; and meeting ſome others at Thomas For- 
ſhrw's, they drew up a Writing, and Nicholas Winſpur 
the Crier of the Town, gave Publick Notice, That a 
the People of the Society muſt come to Mr. Fozhew's, 
and ſign it; or elſe their Houſes would be pulled down 
immediately. It was to this Effect, That they 
would never read, or fing, or pray together, or hear 
theſe Parſons any more. | 


Several ſign'd this thro' F ear. They made every one 


who did, lay down a Penny TO MAKE THE Mos 
DRINK.” | 

10. About Candlemas, the Wife of Jeſbua Conſtable 
of Darlzflon was going to VWenſbury, when a Mob met 
her in the Road, threw her down ſeveral Times, and 
abuſed her in a Manner too horrible to write. A War- 
rant was procured for ſome of theſe. But one of them 


only was carrie. before Mr. G-——, who came back 


and told his Companions, that the Juſtice ſaid, That 


they might go Home about their Buſineſs.” On this 
the Mob roſe again, came to ua's Houſe, and de- 


| firoy'd all the neceſſary Goods therein. They likewiſe 
broke and ſpoiled all his Shop Tools, threw the Tiles 
off of the Roof of the Hoot: and pulled down one 
| Room, the Joilt of which they carried away with them. 
All his Gunlocks they took away ; they tore in Pieces 
all his Wife's Linnen, cut the Bed and Bedſtead, fo that 
it was good for nothing, 'and tore her Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book all to Pieces. She and her Huſband 
retired 'to another Houſe. But one telling the Mob 


they were there, they ſwore ** they would tear it down 
immediately, if the Man let them ſtay any longer. 80 
they went out in the Froſt and Snow, not knowing 


where to lay their Head. % Mo 
11. On Tae/day, Jan. 31, 1743-4, Henry Old came 
to John Grifith's Houſe, ſaying, If he did not leave 


following this Way, he had a hundred Men at his Com- 


mand, who ſhould come and pult his Houſe down.”? 


Soon after he brought ſome with him; but the Neigh- | 


bours 
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People belonging to them being fled for theit 


_ 4 Tar. yas - 


Fus gave him Money, and ſent him away bor that 
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ime. 

Mond. Feb. Pe between NE and Eight- at Night, 
came fart of the ſame Company. Hearing them afar 
off, Jobn and Wife faſtened the Door, and left the 
Houfe Some of the Neighbours going in ſoon after, 
found. them deſtroying all they could. Two Chairs 
and ſeveral Bundles of Linnen were laid upon the 
Fire. After they had deſtroy'd what they cou'd, they 
loaded themſelves with Cloaths and Ment, and went 


| 7 their Way. 


The fame Day publick Notice was given at Wellal, 
by a Paper fixt up there, That all who deſigned to 


aſſiſt in breaking the Windows, and plundering the 


Houſes of the Methodiſts at Werſbury, ſhould be ready 


at Ten o oel the next Morning, on the Church- 
Hill.“ 

12. The next Morning, Feb. 7. (being ShProwe- Tugſ. 
day) about Half an Hour after Ten, great Numbers 
of Men were gathered together on the Church - Hill, 
Thence they marched down, ſome aim'd with Swords, 
ſome with Clubs, and ſome with Axes, They firſt fell 
upon Benjamin li atſon's Houſe, and broke many of the 
Tiles, and all the Windows. Next they came to Mr. 
Addinbrook's, broke a fine Clock, with many of his 


| Goods; and ſtole all the Things they could carry away. 


The next Houſe was Jane Smith's, whoſe Windows 
they broke, with what little Goods ſhe had. 'The next 
was Mr. Bird's, where they deſtroyed every Thing 
they found, except what they carried away ; cutting 
the Beds in Pieces, as they did all the Beds which they 


could any where find. Thence they went to Mr. Cages 


ouſe : He was ill of a Fever; ſo, for a Sum of Mo- 
ney, - they paſt it over. The next Houſe was Mr. 


 Hand's. They broke all his Counter, Boxes and Drawers, 
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and all (except ſome Bedſteads) that Axe or Hammer 
could break. They ſpilt all his Drugs and Chymical 


Medicines, and ſtole every Thing they could carry, even 
all his and his Wen s Wearing * behide what 
| "Yy had on. | 


_ 
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13. Mr. Eaton's Houſe was next. They broke all his 
Windows, and all his infide Doors in Pieces, cut the 
Lead off his Houſe, deſtroyed or ſtole whatever they 
could lay their Hands on. Some Gentlemen offer'd. to 
ſtop them, if he would ſign a Paper implying, © That 
he would never hear theſe Parſons more. But he told 
them, He had felt already what a wounded Con- 
ſcience was; and by the Grace of God he would wound 
his Conſcience no more.“ ws En, 
After they had done at Mr. Fan's, they plunder'd 
ſeveral other Houſes in Venſbury and We/t-Bramwick. 
It is ſcarce poſſible to deſcribe the Outrages they com- 
_ mitted. Only they left them they plunder'd alive. 

While they were plundering Jh Turner's Houſe, he 
waded thro” the Brook, to try if he could ſave ſome of 
his Goods, which one Dawid Garington was carrying 
away. Upon which Garington told him, It would be 
the ſame here as it was in Ireland, for there would be a 

' Maſſacre very quickly. And he wiſh'd it was now.” 
14. About eleven o'Clock, Sarah, the Wife of John 
Sheldon, being told, the Mob was coming to her Houſe, 
went and met them at the Gate. She aſk'd 7% Ba- 
ker, their Captain, * What they were come for? He 
anſwer d, If ſhe would have nothing more to do. 
with theſe People, not a Penny-worth of her Goods 
ſhould be hurt.” She made no Reply, Then they 
broke the Door open, and began breaking and plunder- 
ing the Goods. One coming out with a Fire-ſhovel, 
ſhe begg'd him, not to take it away.“ He ſwore, * 
if ſhe ſpoke another Word, he would beat her Brains 

out.“ 8 3 OUR | 
Fohn Sheldon was this while helping Thomas Parkes 
to hide his Goods, though he knew by the Noiſe they 
were breaking his own to Pieces. Between TwWo and 
Three he came to his Houſe with I ihiam Sirech. Nil. 
lam aſked Sarah, how ſhe did? Saying, ** For his 
Part, he took joyfully the ſpoiling of his Goods.“ She 
' anſwered, that ſceing ſo much Wickednefs, ſhe could 
not rejoice; but, ſhe bleſſed GOD ſhe could bear 
it patiently, and found not the leaſt Anger in her.“ 
' John Sheldon ſeeing the Spoil they had made, ſmiled 
| l * Ar ” wa 
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One went one Way, and one another; ſo that in half 


N * 


98 A farther Ape 


and aid, « Here is ſtrange Work.“ His Wife told 
Fest « if the had complied with their Terms, not one 

Penny-worth would have been hurt. He replied, 
« That if ſhe had complied to deny the Truth. and 
he had found his Goods whole on that Account, he 
ſhould never have been eaſy as long as he lived ; but 
he bleſſed GOD that ſhe had rather choſen to ſuffer 
Wrong.“ 

The Mob continued to riſe for ſix Days together, 
The Damage they did in and about Venſbury, at the 
very loweſt Computation, amounted to five hundred 
and four Pounds, ſeventeen Shilli 

Wedneſday, Oater 19, 1743, came to Birming- 
ham, in my Way to Newcaſtle. Thurſday, October 20, 
ſeveral Perſons from Wenſbury earneſtly deſir d me to 
call there. I yielded to their Importunity, and went. 
J was ſitting and writing at Francis Ward 8, in the Af. 
ternoon; when the Cry aroſe, That the Darleſton 
Mob had beſet the Houſe.” I call'd together thoſe 
that were in the Houſe, and 8 that GOD would 
ſcatter the People that delight in War. And it was ſo: 


an Hour the Houſe was clear on every Side. But, be- 
fore Five, they returned with greater Numbers, The 
Cry of all was, © Bring out the Miniſter !”? 

I defired one to bring the Captain of the Mob into 
the Houſe, After a few Words interchanged, the 
Lion was as a Lamb. I then deſired him to bring in 
one or two more of the molt angry of his Companions. 
He did ſo; and, in two Minutes, their Mind was chang- 
ed too, 1 then bad them who were in the Room make 
Way, that I might go out among the People. As ſoon 

as I was in the Midſt of them, I ſaid, ** Here Iam: 
* What do you want with me?” Many cried out, 
* We want you to go with us to the Juſtice.” I told 
them, That I will with all my Heart.“ So I walk- 
ed before, and two or three hundred of them followed, 
to Bentley - Hall, two Miles from Wenſdury. But a 
Servant came out, and told them, © Juſtice Lane was 
not to be ſpoken with. Here they were at a Stand, 

til one ad iſed to 80 to Juſtice Perſebouſe, at Wall 
| out 
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About Seven we came to his Houſe : But he alſo ſent 
Word, That he was in Bed, and could not be ſpoken 
with.“ | 

All the Company were now pretty well agreed, to 


make the belt of their Way home: But we had not 


ne 100 Yards, when the Mob of Valſal came pour- 
mg in like a Flood. The Darleſton Mob ſtood againſt 
them for a while; but, in a ſhort Time, ſome Fel 
knocked down, and others much hurt, the reſt ran a- 
way, and left me in their Hands. 

To attempt to ſpeak was vain, the Noiſe being like 
that of taking a Cigy by Storm: So they dragged me 
along till they came to the Town, at a few hundred 
Yards Diſtance; where, ſeeing the Door of a large 
Houſe open, I endeavour'd to go in: But a Man, catch- 
ing me by the Hair, {my Hat having been caught away 
at the beginning) pull'd me back into the Middle of the 
Mob; who were as ſo many ramping and roaring Lions. 
They hurried me from thence, through the main Street, 
from one End of the Town to the other. I continued 
{peaking all the Time to thoſe within hearing, feeling 
no Pain or Wearineſs. „ 
At the Weſt End of the Town, ſeeing a Door half 
open, I made towards it, and would have gone in; but 
a Gentleman in the Shop would not ſuffer me, ſaying, 
« 'They would pull the Houſe down, if I did.” How- 
ever, here I ſtood, and aſked, ©* Are you willing to hear 
me ſpeak?” Many cry'd out, No, no: Knock his 
Brains out.“ Others ſaid, Nay ; but we avi/] hear 
him ſpeak firſt,” I began aſking, © What Hurt have 
] done you? Whom among you have-I wronged in 
Word or Deed?”” And continued ſpeaking till my Voice 
fail'd. Then the Floods lifted up their Voice again; 
many crying out, Bring him away, bring him away! 

Feeling my Strength renewed, I ſpoke again, and 
broke out aloud into Prayer. And now, one of the 
Men who had headed the Mob before, turned, and faid, 
* Sir, follow me: Not a Man ſhall touch a Hair of 


your Head.“ Two or three more confirm'd his Words. 


At the ſame Time the Mayor (for it was he that ſtood 
in the Shop) cried out, For Shame, for Shame 
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bim go.“ An honeſt Butcher ſpoke to the ſame Effect; 
and ſeconded his Words by laying hold cf four or five, 
one after another, who were running on the moſt fierce- 
ly. The People then dividing to the Right and Left, 
thoſe three or four Men who had ſpoken before, took 
me between them, and carried me through the Midſt; 
bitterly proteſting, © They would knock down any 
that touched him.“ But on the Bridge the Mob rallied 
again: We therefore went on one Side, over a Mill- 
Dam, and tl-nce thro' the Meadows, till a little after 
Ten, GOD brought me ſafe to H'enfoury, having loſt 
only a Part of my wr aiſtcoat, and a little Skin from one 
of my Hands. | | 5 
I believe every reaſonable Man will allow, That no- 
ching can poſſibly excuſe theſe Proceedings: Seeing they 
are open, bare-faced Violations both of Juſtice and 
Mercy, and of all Laws Divine and Human. 


% 


III. I ſuppoſe no Proteſtant will undertake to de- 

ſend ſuch Proceedings, even toward the vileſt Miſcreants. 
But abundance of Eæcuſes have been made, if not for 
9355 it thus, yet for deming this Work to be of 
60 D, and for not acknowledging the Time of our 
Viſitation. 55 8 
Scme alledge, That the Dedrines of theſe Men are 
Falſe, Erroneous and Enibuſiaſtich: That they are new, 
and unheard of till of late: That they are Quakeriſm, 
Faraticiſm, Popery. _ | rae 
This whole Pretence has been already cut up by. 
the Roots; it having been ſhewn at large, that every 
Branch of this Doctrine, is the plain Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture, interpreted by our own Church. Therefore it. 
cannot be either Fa//e or Erroneous, provided the Scrip- 
ture be True. Neither can it be Euthufraſtich, unleſs. 
the ſame Epithet belongs to our Articles, Homilies and 
Liturgy. Nor yet can theſe Doctrines be term'd New : 
No newer, at leaſt, than the Reign of Queen Elixa- 
beth; not even with Regard to the Way of Eæpraſſion, 
or the Manner wherein they are propoſed. And as to the 
Subſtance, they are more antient ſtill; as antient not 
only as the Goſpel, as the Times of 1/aiah, or David, 
| 0 


4 


4 Men of Reaſon and Religion. 102 
or Moſes, but. as the. firſt Revelation of Gop to Man. 
If therefore they were uM#heard- of till of late, in any 
that is term'd a Chriſtian Qbuntry, the greater Guilt is 
on thoſe, Who as Ambaſſadors of. CnRISr, .ought to 
publiſh them Day by Day. 
" F#anatici/n, if it means any Thing at all, means the 

ſame with Enthu/ia/m,.or Religious Madneſs, from which 
(as was obſerved before) the/e Do#trines are diſtant as far 


as the Faſt from the Weſt. . However, it is a convenient * 


Word to be thrown out, upon any Thing we do not 
like; becauſe ſcarce one Reader in a Thouſand, has any 
Idea of what it means, If any Part of this Doctrine 
is held by the Qualers, there is the more Reaſon to re- 
joice. I would to Gop they held it all: Though the. 
Doctrine itſelf, wou'd be neither better nor worſe for 
this. l 
Popery in the Mouth of many Men means juſt no- | 
thing; or at moſt, ** Something very horrid and bad. 1 
But Pohery, properly ſpeaking, is, The Diftinguijhing 
Dockrines of the Church of Rome. They are fumgr'd « 
| up in the Tavelve Articles which the Council of Trent 
added to the Nicere Creed. Now who can find the 
leaſt Connexion between any of thele, and. the Doctrincs ; 
whereof. we are ſpeaking? s? 

2. Others alledge, © Their Doctrine is tos: ftrift, 
They make the Way: to Heaven too narrow.“ And 
this is in Truth the Original Objection, (as it Was al- 
moſt the only one for ſome Time) and is ſecretly at 
the Bottom of a Thouſand more, which appear in va 
nous Forms. But do they make the Way to Heaven 
any narrower, than our Lok and his Apoſtles made 
it? Is their Doctrine ſtricter than that of the Bible? 
Conſider only a few plain Texts. They halt » fove the 
LORD. thy GOD with: all thy Heart, and with all thy. 
Mind, and w3:hi all thy Soul, and with: all thy Strength. 
For every idle Word which Men ſhall: ſpeal, they - 
Hall give an Account in the Day of Fudgment., Me- 


ther ye cat or drin, or whatever ye do, "do alb'to 1 > 
Glaxy of GOD. If their Doctrine is ſtricter than this, 
they are to blame. But you know in your Conſcience, . 
it is not. And. who can 15 one Jot leſs ſtrict, without t 
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eorrupting the Word of GOD? Can any Steward of the 


Myſteries of Gov be found {Aithful, if he change any 
Fart of that ſacred Depoſitfm? No. He can abate 
nothing, he can ſoften nothing. He is conſtrained to 
declare to all Men, I may not bring down the Scrip- 
ture to your Taſte, You muſt come up to it, or periſh 
for ever.” 5 | 

3. This is the real Ground of that other popular 
Cry, concerning the Uncharitableneſs of theſe Men.“ 
Uncharitable are they ? In what Reſpe& ? Do they not 
feed the Hungry and clothe the Naked ? No, that is 
not the Thing. They are not wanting in this. But 
they are fo Uncharitable in judging! They think none 
can be ſaved, but thoſe of their own Way. They 
damn all the World beſide themſelves. 
What do you mean? They think none can be ſa- 
ved, but thoſe of their own Way.“ Moſt ſurely they 
do. For as there is but One Heawen, ſo there is but 
One Way to it: Even the Way of Faith in CnRIST, 
(for we ſpeak not of Opinions, or outward Modes of 
Worſhip) the Way of Lowe to Gop and Man, the High- 
eway of Holineſs. And is it uncharitable, to think or 
ſay, That none can be ſaved, but thoſe who walk in 
this Way ? Was he then uncharitable, who declared, 


Ale that belieweth not ſhall be damned? Or he that ſaid, 


Follow Holineſs, without which no Man fall ſee the 
LORD? And again: Tho' I beftow all my Goods to 


Feed the Poor, and tho I give my Body to be burned, yet 


if hade not ( ayan ay) Charity, Love, all this profiteth | 


me nothing.“ 


% But they damn all, you ſay, beſide themſelves.“ 
Damn all! What kind of Word is this? They damn 
no Man. None is able to damn any Man, but the 
Lord and Judge of all. What you probably mean by 


that ſtrange Expreſſion is, They declare that Gop con- 


0 
= 
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demns all, beſide thoſe who believe in Jesvs CnRIST, 
and love him and keep his Commandments. ' And fo 
muſt yon alſo, or you fin againſt Gop, and your Neigh- 
bour and your own Soul. Bat is there any Uncharitable- 
are/5 in this? In warning Sinners to flee from the Wrath 


0 come? On the contrary, not to warn à poor, blind, 


Aupid 
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fixpid Wretch, that he is hanging over the Mouth of 


Hell. would be ſo inexcuſable a Want of Charity, as 
would bring his Blood upon our own Head. 


4. But there is no Room for Diſpute, touching theſe 
De#rines in general, ſeeing our Lok gives you ſo 

lain a Rule, by which you may eaſily and infallibly 
ow, whether they be of Gop. The Tree is known 
by its Fruit : Either therefore make the Tree good, and 
its Fruit good; or elſe, make the Tree corrupt, and its 
Fruit corrupt. (Matt. xii. 33.) Now what Fruit does 
the Tree before us bring forth ? Look and ſee ; believe 

our own Eyes and Ears. Sinners leave their Sins, 

he Servants of the Devil become the Servants of Gop. 
Is this good or evil Fruit? That Vice loſes Ground, 
and Virtue, practical Religion, gains? O diſpute no 
more. Know the Tree by its Fruit. Bow and own 
the Finger of Goo. 

- But many, who own the/e De&rines to be of Gov, 
yet cannot be reconciled to the Infſtruments He hath 
made Uſe of. A very common Exception taken a- 
gainſt theſe is (and was from the Beginning) © That 
they are ſo young.” Therefore {abundance of Men 
have readily RON) « 'This Work cannot be of 
% Gon.” 

Perhaps they are not fo young as you conceive. Mr. 
Whitefield is now upwards of Thirty; my Brother is K 
Thirty-ſeven Years of Age. I have lived above Forty- "op 

two Years. And a Gentleman in Cornwall, for whom i 
I often preach, has the Merit of having lived Three- | 
ſcore and Seventeen Years. 

But, ſuppoſing the Antecedent true, what a Conſe- 
quence 1s this? What Shadow of Scripture have you 
to ſupport it? Doth not Gop ſend by whom he will 
fend? And who ſhall fay to Him, What doft thou? 
** Theſe are too young; fend elder Men.” What | 
Shadow of Reaſon ? Is it not poſlible, that a Perſon of | 
Thirty or Forty may have as true a Judgement in the = 
Things of Gov, and as great a Bleſſing attending * 

Preaching, as one of Fifty or Fourſcore | 5 


I with | 


* 
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How old do you require a Man to be, before Gop 
ſhall have Leave to ſpeak by his Mouth? O my 
Brethren, . who could have believed, any ſerious Man 
would once have nam'd ſuch an Argument as this? See- 
ing both Scripture and Reaſon teach, that. Gon herein 
giveth Account to none of his Ways. But He worketh by 
whomſoever He vill: work; He ſheweth Mercy by 
whom He a ſhew Mercy. 

6. But there are only a Few young Heads.” TI. 
cannot but obſerve here, what great Pains have been 
taken, what Diligence. ſhewn, to make and to keep. 
them Few. What Arts have not been uſed, to keep 
back thoſe, of the Clergy in particular, Who have been 
clearly convinced from 'I'ime to Time, that they ought.. 
to. join Hearts and Hands in the Work? On this Oc-- 

_ caſion, it has been accounted meritorious to /ay all man- 
ner of "Ewzih.of us falſely: To promiſe them whatever 
their Hearts deſired, if they would refrain from theſe - 
Men: And, on the other Hand, to threaten them with 
heavy. Things, if ever they. went among them more. 
So that how fully ſoever they were convinced, they. 
could not act according to their Conviction, unleſs they. 
could give up at once all Thought of Preferment, either 

in Church or State; nay, all Hope of even a Fellouuſbi p, 
or poor Scholar/hip, in either Univerſity. Many alſo 
have been threaten'd; that if they went on in, this Way, 
what little they had ſhould be taken from them. And 
many have, on this very Account, been diſown'd by their 
deareſt Friends and neareſt Relations. So that there 
was no Poſſibility the Number of theſe Labourers ſhould 
erer be increas'd at all, unleſs by thoſe who could 
break through all theſe Ties, who. defired nothing in 
the preſent World, who counted neither their Fortunes, 
nor Friends, nor Lives dear unto themſelves, ſo they 
might ouly. &&p a Conſciexce vi of Offence toward 
Gov and toward Men. 

| But what do you infer. from their Fiwnef ? That” 
bedluſe, they are Few, therefore GO D. cannot a 


2 
- 


by them ? Upon what Scripture do you ground this ? 


I thought it was the ſame to Him, to ſave by many on 
few. Upon what Reaſon? Why cannot Gop ſave 


Ten thouſand Souls by One Man, as well as by Ten 
thouſand ? How little, how inconſiderable a Circum- 
ſtance is Number before Gop ? Nay, is there not Rea- 
ſon to believe, that whenſoever Gop is pleas'd to 
work a great Deliverance, ſpiritual or temporal, he 
may firſt ſay, as of old, The People are too many for 
me to give the Midianites into their Hands? May he 
not purpoſely chuſe Few as well as Inconſiderable In- 
ſtruments, for the greater Manifeſtation of his own 
Glory? Very e, I grant, are the Inſtruments now 
employ'd : Yet a great Work is wrought already. And 
the fewer they axe by whom this large Harveſt -hath 
bitherto been gathered in, the more evident mult it ap- 


ar to unprejudiced Minds, That the Work is not of 


Man, but of Gop. | _ 3 
8. © But they are not only Few, but learned alſo.“ 
This is another grievous Offence; and is by many 
eſteem'd a ſufficient Excu/e, for not acknowledgitly'the 


Work to be of GOD. 


The Ground. of this Offence. is partly true. one 


of thoſe who now preach are anlearned. They neither 
_ underſtand the antient Languages, nor any of the 
Branches of Philoſophy. And yet this Objection * 
have been ſpared, by many of thoſe who have fre- 
quently made it: Becauſe th are Unlearned: too (tho“ 
accounted otherwiſe.) They have not themſelves the 
very thing they require in others. 3 
Men in general are under a great Miſtake with Re- 
ard to what is called The Learned World.“ They: 


o not know, they cannot eaſily imagine, how little 


Learning there is among them. I do not ſpeak of A6 


Hruſe Learning; but of what all Divines, at leaſt of any 


Note, are ſuppoſed to have, wiz. The Knowledge of 


the Tongues, at leaſt Latin, Greek and Hebrew,. and of | 


the common Arts and Sciences. 


How few Men of Learning, ſo called, underſtand: 


Hebrew? Even fo far as to read a plain Chapter in 
Geng? Nay, how few underſtand Greek? 3 
ha ' | Y- 
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ealy Experiment. Defire that grave Man, who is 
urging this Objection, only to tell you the Engl; of 


the firſt Paragraph that occurs in one of Plato's Dia- 


Togurs? I am afraid we may go farther ſtill. How 
few underſtand Latin? Give one of them an Epiſile of 
| Tully, and ſee how readily he will explain it, without 
his Dickionary. If he can hobble thro' that, tis odds 
5 a Georgick in Virgil, or a Satire of Perſfus ſets him 
And with Regard to the Arts and Sciences: How 
few underſtand ſo much as the general Principles of 
Logick? Can one in ten of the Clergy (O Grief 
of Heart!) or of the Mafters of Arts in either Uni- 
verſity, when an Argument is brought, tell you even 
the Mood and Figure wherein it is propoſed? Or 
cempleat an Enthymeme ? Perhaps, you do not ſo much 
as underſtand the Term: Supply the Premi/s which is 


wanting, in order to make it a full Categorical Syl- 


lagiſm. Can one in ten of them demonſtrate a Pro- 
blem or Theorem in Euclid's Elements? Or define the 


common Terms uſed in Metaphyſicbs? Or intelligibly 


explain the firſt Principles of it? Why then will they 
Pretend to that Learning, which they are conſcious to 
themſelves they have not? Nay, and cenſure others 
who have it not, and do not pretend to it? Where are 
Sincerity and Candour fled ? 5 EE. 
It will eafily be obſerved, that I do not depreciate 
Learning of any Kind. The Knowledge of the Lan- 
ages is a valuable Talent; ſo is the Knowledge of 
e Arts and Sciences, Both the one and the other 
may be employ'd to the Glory of GOD, and the 
Good of Men. But yet 1 aſk, Where hath GOD de- 
Clared in his Word, that he cannot, or will not make 
Uſe of Men that have it not? Has Maſes, or any of 
the Prophets affirmed this? Or our Lord ? Or any of 
his Apoſtles ? You are ſenſible all theſe are againſt 
you. You know the Apoſtles themſelves, all except 
St. Paul, were ud geg aYEeL pL paTH Kai iS 1oTa1 com- 
mon, unphiloſophical, unletter'd Men. . 
9. What then you make yourſelves /ke the 
L Aboſtles.“ Hecauſe this ily Objection has ſo 9 — 


I 
] 
| 
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been urged, I will for once ſpend a few Words upon it, 
tho' it does not deſerve that Honour. Why, muſt not 
every Man, whether Clergyman or Layman, be in 
ſome Reſpects /ike the Apoſtles, or go to Hell? Can any 
Man be ſaved, if he be not holy, /ike the Apoſtles? A 
Follower of them, as they were of Car1sT? And ought 
not every Preacher of the Goſpel, to be in a peculiar 
Manner /ike the Apoſtles, both in holy Tempers, in 
Exemplarineſs of Life, and in his indefatigable La- 
bours for the Good of Souls? Woe unto every Am- 
baſſador of ChRIST, who is not like the Apoſtles in this! 
In Holineſs; in making full Proof of his Miniſtry ; 
in ſpending and being ſpent for CarisT ! We cannot, 
and therefore we need not be like them, in *vorking 
Outward Miracles. But we may and ought, in work- 
ing together auth GOD for the Salvation of Men. 
And the ſame GOD who was always ready to help 
their Infirmities, is ready to help Ours alſo. He who 
made them Workmen that needed not to be aſhamed, will 
teach us alſo rightly to divide the Mord of Truth. In 
this Reſpect likewiſe, in Reſpect of his having Help from 
GOD, for the Work whereunto he is called, every 
Preacher of the Goſpel is Ie the 4poſilzs, Otherwiſe 
he is of all Men moſt miſerable, I | 

10. And I am bold to affirm, that theſe unletter'd 
Men, have Help from GOD for that great Work, the 
ſaving Souls from Death ; ſeeing he hath enabled, 
and doth enable, them ſtill, to turn many to Righ- 
teouſneſs. Thus hath he deftroyed the Wiſdom of the 
Wiſe, and brought to nought the Underſtanding of the 
Prudent. When they imagined they had effectually 
ſhut the Door, and blocked up every Paſſage, whereby 
any Help could come to two or three Preachers, weak 
in Body as well as Soul ; who they might reaſonably 
believe wou'd, humanly ſpeaking, wear themſelves out 
in a ſhort Time: When they had gain'd their Point, 
by ſecuring (as they ſuppoſed) all the Men of Learn- 
ing in the Nation; He that fitteth in Heaven laughed 
them to ſcorn, and came upon them by a Way they 
thought not of. Out of the Stones he raiſed up thoſe 
who ſhould beget Children to Abraham, We had 


No 
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mo more Foreſight of this than you. Nay, we | had the 
deepeſt Prejudices againſt it: Until we could not but 
own, that GOD gave. Wiſdom from above to theſe 

unlearned and ignorant Men; ſo that the Work of the 

Lon proſper'd in their Hand, and Sinners were daily 

| Converted to GOD. 

Indeed in the one Thing which they profeſs to "I 
they are not ignoram Men. I truſt there is not one of 
them who is not able to go thro* ſuch an Examination, 

in ſubſtantial, practical, experimental Divinity, as few 
of our Candidates for holy Orders, even in the Univer- 
ſity (I ſpeak it with Sorrow and Shame, and in tender 
Love) are able to do. But Oh! what Manner of Exa- 
mination, do moſt of thoſe Candidates go through? And 
what Proof are the Teſimonials commonly brought (as 
ſolemn as the Form is wherein they run) either of their 
Piety or Knowledge, to whom are intruſitd thoſe Sheep, 
hav wg GOD hath purchaſed with his own Blood! 
| But they are Laymen. You ſeem to be ſen- 
able yourſelf, of the Strength of this Objection. For 
as many as you have anſwered, I obſerve you'have ne- 
ver once ſo much as touched on this,” 

I have not, Yet it was not Diſtruſt of my Cauſe, 
but Tenderneſs to you which occaſioned my Silence. 
1 had ſomething to advance on this Head alſo : But 1 
was afraid you could not bear it. I was conſcious to 
myſelf, that ſome Years ſince, to touch this Point, was 
to touch the Apple of my Fye. And this makes me 
almoſt unwilling to ſpeak now; leſt I ſhould fobek the 

Prejudices I cannot remowe. 

Buffer, me however, juſt to intimate to you ſome 

Things, which 1 would leave to your farther Conſide- 
ration. The Scribes of old, who were the ordinary 

Preachers among the Fexvs, were not Prieſis; they 

were no better than Laymen. Vea, many of them were 
incapable of the Prieſthood, being of the Tribe of 

Simeon, not of Lew. 

Hence probably it was, that the Jews themſelves 
never urged it as an Objection to our Logp's Preaching 
(even thoſe who did not acknowledge or believe, that 


4-4 he was ſent of GOD in an ee Character) 
| that 


that he was no Prieſt after the Order of Aaron. Nor 


Nor does it appear, that any objected this to the A- 


find the Rulers of tbe Synagogue ſending unto Paul and 
Barnabas, Strangers juſt come into the City, ay ing, 


f ' Men and Brethren, if ye have any Word of Eæhortat ion 
for the People, ſay on, Acts xiii. 15. 
, If we conſider theſe Things, we ſhall be the leſs ſur- 
5 prized at what occurs in the 8th Chapter of the 42s : 
r At that Time there was @ great Perſecution againſt the 
4 Church, and they. were all ſcattered abroad: (i. e. all the 
] Church, all the Believers in Jesus) throughout the Re- 
f gions of Judæa and Samaria, (v. 1.) Therefore they that 
N were ſcattered abroad, went every where preaching the 
\ Mora, (v. 4.) Now, what Shadow of Reaſon. have 
; we to ſay, or think, that all theſe were ordained before 
1. they preached? 1 
* 12. If we come to later Times; Was Mr. Calvin 
. ordain d? Was he either Prieft or Deacon? And were 
not moſt of thoſe Whom it pleaſed GOD to employ in 
» | promoting the Reformation abroad, Laymen alſo? Could 
„ | that great Work have been promoted at all in many 
11 Places, if Laymen had not preached? And yet how 
90 ſeldom, do the very Papiſis urge this, as an ObjeCtion 
BY againſt the Reformation? Nay, as rigorous: as they are 
4 in Things of this Kind, they themſelves appoint, even 
bis in ſome. of their ' ſtricteſt 'Orgers, that if any Loy- 
bBrotber believes himſelf called of Gop, to preach as a 
Ns  Miffionary,. the Superior of the Order, being informed 
* thereof, ſhall immediately ſend him away.“ 1 85 
ry In all Proteſtant Churches it is ſtill more evident, that 
K Ordination is not held a veceſſary Proreguiſite-of, Preach- 
oy ing: For in Sweden, in Germany, in Holland, and, I be- 


of lieve, in every reformed Churchiin' Europe, it is not only 
permitted but xequired, that before any one is ordained, 

A before he is. admitted even into Deacon s Orders, where- 
5 ever the Diſtinction between Prieſts and Deacons is re- 
75 tain'd), hezſhquld publickly prearhaa Year or more, ad 
| frobandam facuſtatem. And for this Practice, they be- 
has 8 R e 
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indeed could be; ſeeing he was of the Tribe of 7 


poſtles. So far from it, that at Antioch in Pifidia, we 
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live they have the Authority of an expreſs Command 
of GOD: Let theſe fin be proved: Then let them uſe 
the Office of a Deacon, being found blameleſs, 1 Tim, 
. | 

13.“ In England, however, there is nothing of this 
Kind ; no Layman permitted to ſpeak in publick. 
No! Can you be ignorant, that in an hundred Churches, 
they do it continually ? In how many (particularly in 
the Ve of England) does the Pari/h-Clerk read one of 
the Leſſons? (In ſome he reads the whole Service of 
the Church, perhaps, every Lord's Day) And do not 


: 


bother Laymen conſtantly do the ſame Thing, yea, in our 


very Cathedrals? Which being under the more imme- 
diate Inſpection of the Biſhops, ſhould be Patterns to all 
other Churches. RT 

Perhaps it will be ſaid, But this is not Preaching.” 
Ves, but it is, eſſentially ſuch, For what is it to preach, 
but prædicare Verbum Dei? To publiſh the Worp of 
GOD? And this Laymen do all over Expland; parti- 
cularly under the Eye of every Biſhop in the Nation. 

Nay, is it not done in the Univerſities themſelves ? 
Who ordain'd that Singing-man at Chriſt-Church? Who 
is likewiſe utterly unqualified for the Work, murdering 
every Leſſon he reads? Not even endeavouring to read 
it as the WorD of Gop, but rather as an old Song? 
Such a Layman as this, meddling at all with the Word of 
Gov, I grant is a Scandal to the Engl; Nation. 

To go a Step farther. —— Do not the Fundamental 
Conſtitutions of the Uni verſity of Oxfard, the Statutes, 
even as reviſed by Archbiſhop. Laud, require every 
Batchelor of Arts, Nine in Ten of whom are Laymen, 
to read Three Publick Lectures in Moral Philoſophy, on 
whatever Subject he chuſes? My Subject, I well re- 
member, was, The Lovs of GOD. Now, what was 
this but Preaching ? 1 | 
Nay, may not a Man be a Doctor of Divinity even 
in Ox/ord, tho he never was ordain'd at all? The In- 
ſtance of Dr. Atauell, (late) Rector of Exeter College, is 
freſh in every one's Memory, ag 014 

Theſe are a few of the Conſiderations that may 2 
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dily occur to any thinking Man on this Head. But I 
did not reſt the Cauſe on theſe. I believe it may be de- 
fended a ſhorter Way. 


14. It pleas'd Gop by two or three Miniſters of the 
Church of England, to call many Sinners to Repentauce : 
Who, in ſeveral Parts, were undeniably turn'd from a 


2 Courſe of Sin, to a Courſe of Holineſs. 


The Miniſters of the Places where this was done, 
ovght to have received thoſe Miniſters with open Arms: 
And to have taken them who had juſt begun to ſerve 
Goo, into their peculiar Care; watching over them in 
tender Love, leſt they ſhould fall back into the Snare 
of the Devil. 

Inſtead of this, the greater Part ſpoke of thoſe Mini- 
ſters, as if the Devil, not GOD had ſent them. Some 
repelled them from the Loxp's Table; Others ſüirred 

up the People againſt them, repreſenting them even in 
their Public Difcourſes, as Fellows not fit to live: Pa- 
pifts, Hereticks, Traitors; 3 Conſpirators againſt their Aing 
and Country. 

And how did they watch over the Sinners lately re- 
formed? Even as a Leopard watcheth over bis Prey. 
They drove ſome of them alſo from the Loxp's Table; 
to which till noa they had no Deſire to approach. They 
preached all Manner of Evil concerning them, openly 
curſing them in the Name of the Los Db. They turned 
many out of their Work; perſuaded others to do ſo too, 
and harraſſed them all Manner of Ways. . 
| The Event was, That ſome were wearied out, and 
| ſo turned back to their Vomit again. And then theſe 
good Paſtors gloried over them, and endeavour'd to 
ſhake others by their Example. 


15. When the Miniſters by whom Gor had helped 
wen before, came again to thoſe Places, great Part of 
their Work was to begin again; if it could be begun 
again: But the Relapſers were often ſo harden'd in SIN, 
that no Impreſſion could be made upon them. | 

What could they do in a Caſe of ſo extreme Neceſſi- 
ty? Where ſo many Souls lay at Stake ? ; 
No Clergyman "_ aſſiſt at all. The Expedien 

" I that 
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that remained was, To ſind ſome one among themſelves, 
who was upright of Heart, and of ſound judgment in 
the Things of Gop: And to deſire him to meet the reſt 
as often as he could, in order to confirm them, as he 
was able, in the Ways of God, either by Reading to 
them, or by Prayer, or by Exhortation. 

Gon immediately gave a Blefling hereto. In ſeve- 
ral Places, by Means of theſe plain Men, not only 
thoſe who had already begun to run well, were hinder'd 
from drawing back to Perdition ; but other Sinners alſo, 
from Time to Time; were converted from the Error of 
their Ways. 

This Plain Account of the whole Proceeding, I take 
to be the beſt Defence of it. I know no Scripture which 
forbids making Uſe of ſuch Help, in a Caſe of ſuch 
Neceſſity. And I praiſe Gop who has given even 2his 

_ Help to thoſe poor 18 when their own Shepherds 
pitied them not. 

| © But does not the Scripture ſay, No Man taleth 
this Honour to himſelf, but he that is called f GOD, as 
cb, Aaron? Nor do theſe. The Honour here men- 
tioned is the Prieſthood. But they no more take upon 
them to be Prieſts than to be Kings. They take not 
upon them to adminiſter the Sacraments, an Honour 
peculiar to the Prieſts of Gop. Only according to their 
Power, they exhort their Brethren, to continue in the 
Grace of Gop. 

„But for theſe Laymen to exhort at all, is a Viola- 
tion of all Order. 

What is this Order of which you ſpeak? Will it ſerve | 

| Inftead of the Knowledge and Low of GOD? Will 
this Order reſcue thoſe from the Snare of the Devil, Who 
are now taken Captive at his Will? Will it keep them 
who are eſcaped a little Way, from turning back into 
 Eeypt ? If i. not, how ſhould I anſwer it to God, if ra- 
ther than vialate J know not what Order, I ſhould: 
| Sacrifice Thouſands of Souls thereto? I dare nat do it. 
It is at the Peril of my own Soul. 
Indeed if by Order were meant, True, Chriftian Def 
.cipline, whereby all: che Living Members of CMRNIS H are 
"i: 


— 
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Exit together in one, and all that are putrid and dead, 
immediately cut off from the Body: This Order I reve- 
rence; for it is of Gop. - But where is it to be found? 
In what Dioceſe? In what Town or Pariſh, within 
England or Wales? Are you Rector of a Pariſh? Then 
let us go no further. Does this Orger obtain there? 
Nothing leſs. Your Pariſhioners are a Rope of Sand. 
As few (if any) of them are alive to God; ſo they have 
no Connexion with each other, unleſs ſuck as might be 
among Turks or Heathens, Neither have you any Power 
to cut off from that Body, were it alive, the dead and 
putrid Members. Perhaps you have no Deſire: But all 
are jumbled together, without any Care or Concern of 
ours. | 
| It is plain then, that what Order is to be found is not 
among yon, who ſo loudly contend for it, but amon 
that very People whom you continually blame, for their 
Violation and Contempt of it. The little Flock you 
condemn is united together in One Body, by One Spirit: 
So that F one Member ſuffers, all the Members ſuffer 
vith it, if one be honoured, all rejoice with it. Nor 
does any dead Member long remain; but as ſoon as the 
Hope of recovering it is pal it is cut off. | 
Now ſuppoſe we were willing to relinquiſh our 
Charge, and to give up this Flock into your Hands; 
wou'd you obſerve the ſame Order, as we do now, with 
them and the other Souls under your Care ® You dare 


not: Becauſe you have Reſpect of Perſons. You fear 


the Faces of Men. You cannot; becauſe yon have not 
overcome the World. You are not above the Deſire of 
Earthly Things. And it is impoſſible you ſhonld ever 
have any True Order, or exerciſe any Chriſtian Diſci- 
pline, till you are wholly crucified to the World, till you 
deſire nothing more but Gop, | | | 
Conſider this Matter, I intreat you, a little farther. 
Here are Seven Thouſand Perſons (perhaps ſomewhat 
more) of whom I take Care, watching over their Souls, 
as he that muſt give Account. In order hereto it lies 
upon me (ſo I judge) at the Peril of my own Salvation, 
to know not only their Names, but their Outward and 
Inward States, their Difficulties and Dangers, Other. - 
Ky Wile 
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Wiſe how can I know, either how to guide them aright, 
or to commend them to GO D in Prayer? Now if 1; 
am willing to make theſe over to y will: you watch, 
over them in the ſame Manner? Will 50 take the 
ſame Care (or as much more as you pleaſe) of each Soul 
as I have hitherto done? Not ſuch Curam Animarum as 
you have taken theſe Ten Vears in your own Pariſh, 
oor empty Name! Has not your Pariſb been in Fact, 
as much a Sine. cure to yon as your Prebend? Oh what 
Account have you. to give, to the great Shepherd and 
Biſhop of Souls! 
18. There is one more. Excuſe for denying this. 
Work of G OD, taken from the [n/fruments employes. 
therein: That is, That they are «vicked Men. 
And a thouſand Stories haye been handed: about to 
prove it. | . 
But you may obſerve, their Vieledugſi was not heard 
of, till after they auent about doing good. Their Repu- 
tation for Honey was till then unblemiſh'd. But it was 
impoſſible it ſhould continue ſo, when they were pub-. 
lickly employed in teſtifying of the World, that its Deeds. 
Were evil. It could not be but the Scriptures. ſhould: 
be fulfilled. The Servant is not above his "9 N if 
_ they. have called the Maſter of the Hauſe Beelze ub, how 
much more them of his Houſhold? . . 
Yet I cannot but remind conſiderate Men, in how. 
remarkable a Manner the Wiſdom of GO D has for 
many Years guarded againſt this Pretence, with Reſpect 
to my Brother and me in particular. Scarce. any. two 
Men in Great Britain, of our Rank, have been ſo held 
out, as it were, to all the World; eſpecially of thoſe 


Wo from their Childhood had always loved and ſtu- 


diouſiy ſought Retirement. And I had procured what 
J fought. I was quite ſafe, as I ſuppoſed, in a little 
Country Town, when I was required to return to Oæ- 
ford, without Delay, to take the Charge of ſome young 
Gentlemen, by Dr. Morley, the only Man then in FA- 
gland to whom 1 could deny nothing. From that 
Time both my Brother and 1 (utterly againſt our 
Will) came to be more and more obſerved. and N 
Fill we were more ſpoken. of, than, perhaps, Two ſo 


* 
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inconſiderable Perſons ever were before in the Nation. 
To. make. us more publick till, as bone Madmen at; 
leaſt, by. a ſtrange Concurrence of Providences, . over- 
turning all. our. preceeding Reſolutians, we were hur- 

ried. away to. America. However, at our Return from 
thence, we were reſolved to retire out of the World at, 
once; being ſated with Noiſe, Hurry and Fatigue, and 
ſeeking nothing but to be at Reſt. Indeed for a long 
Seaſon, the greateſt Pleaſure I had deſired, on this Side 
Eternity was „ 5 


Tacitum Sylwas inter reptare ſalubres, | 
Quærentem quicguid dignum ſapiente bonogue.. 


And. we had .attain'd. our Deſire. We: wanted nothing. 
Wee look'd. for nothing more in this World, when we 
were dragg'd out again, by, earnelt. Importunity, to, 
preach. at one Place and another, and another, and ſo 
carried on, we knew not how, without any Deſign, but. 
the general one, of ſaying Souls, into a Situation, which 
had it. been named to us at firſt, would. have appeared 
far worſe than, Death. | 
19. What a ſurpriſing Apparatus of Providence was 
here! And what ſtronger. Demonſtrations. could have 
been given, of Men's acting from a Zeal for Gop, 
whether it were according. to Knowledge. or no? What» 
Perſons could, in the Nature of Things, have been (an- 
tecedently) leſs liable to Exception, with. Regard to their 
Moral Character, at leaſt, than thoſe the All-wiſe Gon 
bath now employ'd? Indeed I cannot. deviſe what 
manner of Men could have been more unexceptionable 
on all Accounts. Had God indued us with greater. 
natural or acquired Abilities, that very thing might 
have been turned into an Objection, Had we been 
remarkably dgfe&ive, it would have been Matter of 
Objection, on. the other hand. Had we been Diſſen- 
ters of any Kind, or even Lasu- Church Men, (fo call'd) 
it would have been a great Stumbling block in the Way WM 
of thoſe who are zealous for the Church, And yet had | 
we continued in the Impetuoſity of our High Church 
Zeal, neither ſhould we have been willing to ers 
WII 
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with Di/enters, nor they to receive any Good at our 


Hands. Some Objections were kept out of the Way, 


by our known Contempt of Money and Preferment : 


And others, by that rigorous Strictneſs of Life, which 


we exacted, not of others, but ourſelves only. Inſo- 
much, that twelve or fourteen Years ago, the Cenſure 
of one who had narrowly obſerv'd us, {me, in parti- 
cular) went no farther than this ; 


« Does 3 beyond this strength perſiſt to go. 
4 To his frail Carcaſe literally Foe ? 

«© Careleſs of Health, as if in Haſte to die, 
And laviſh Time t' inſure Eternity! 


So that upon the Whole, I ſee not what GOD could 
have done more in this Reſpe& which he hath not 
done: Or what Inſiruments he could have employed in 
ſuch a Work, who would have been leſs liable to Ex- 
ception. 

20. Neither can I conceive how it was poſſible to 
do that Work, the doing of which, we are ſtill under 


the ſtrongeſt Conviction, is bound upon us at the Pe- 


ril of our own Souls, in a leſs exceptionable Manner. 
We have, by the Grace of GOD, behaved not only 


with Meekneſs, but with all Tenderneſd toward all 


Men; with all the Tenderneſs which we conceived it 
was poſlible to uſe, without betraying their Souls. And 
from the very firſt, it has been our ſpecial Care, to 
deal tenderly with our Brethren.of the Clergy. We 
have not willingly provoked them at any Time ; nei- 
ther any /ing/e Clergyman. We have not ſought Oc- 
cafion to publiſh their Faults; we have not «ſed a 


thouſand Occaſions that offered. When we were con- 


ſtrained to ſpeak ſomething, we ſpake as little as we 


' bAliev'd we could, without offending GOD : And that 


little, tho' in plain and ſtrong Words, yet as milly 


ard lovingly as we were able. And in the ſame Courſe 


we have ſteadily perſevered (as well as in earneſtly 
adviſing others to tread in our Steps) even tho' we 
ſaw, that with regard to Them, by all this we pro- 
„ted nothing ; tho' we knew we were ſtill continually 

8 repre- 


repreſented as implacable Enemies to the Clergy, as Rui- 
lers againſt them, as Slanderers of them, as ſeeking all 
Opportunities to blacken and aſperſe them. When a 
Clergyman himſelf has vehemently accuſed me of do- 
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ing this, I bleſs GOD he could not provoke me to do it. 


I ſtill kept my Mouth: as it were with a Bridle, and com- 
mitted my Cauſe to.a higher Hand. 

21. The Truth is, you impute that Hatred to ws, 
which is in your oxws Breaſt. (I ſpeak not this of all. 
the Clergy ; GOD forbid ! But let it fall on whom it 
concerns.) You, it is certain, have. ſhewn the utmoſt” 
Hatred to ws, and in every poſſible Way: Unleſs you 
were actually to beat us. (of which alſo. we are. not 
without Precedent) or to ſhoot us thro! the Head. And. 
if you could prevail upon others to do this, I ſuppoſe. 


you would think you did GOD Service, I do not 


ſpeak without Ground. I have heard with my. own 
Ears ſuch Sermons (in Stafforaſbire particularly) that 1 
ſhould not have wonder'd, if as ſoon as we came out of 


the Church, the People had ſtoned me with Stones. 
And it was a natural Conſequence of what that poor 


Miniſter had lately heard, at the Biſhop's Viſitation: As 
it was one great Cauſe of the miſerable Riots and Out- 
rages which ſoon followed. 5 

It is this, my Brethren, it is yaur ou Preaching, 


and not ours, which /ets the People againſt yon. The 


very ſame Perſons, who are diverted with thoſe Sermons, 
cannot but 'de/pz/e you for them in their Hearts: Even 


thoſe who on your Authority believe moſt of the Aſ- 


ſertions which you. advance. What then muſt they 


think of you, who know the greateſt Part of what you 
aſſert to be utterly. falſe ? They may pity. and pray for 


you ; but they can eem you no other, than Falſe Wit - 
#- 


neſſes againſt GOD and your Brethren. 


milder Spirit) of this Preaching in.. Fields and Streets? 
Are there not Churches enough, to preach in?“ No, 
my Friend, there are not; not for ar to preach in. 
Vou forget: We are not ſuffered to preach there; 
elſe — | 

Well, chere are Miniſters enough without . Mi- 


niſters 


22. But what Need is there (ſay even ſome of a 


Id prefer them to any Places whatever. 
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niſters exough, and Churches enough; for what? To 
reclaim all the Sinners within the four Seas ? If there 
were, they would all be reclaimed. But they are not 
. reclaimed. Therefore it is evident, there are not 
Churches enough. And one plain Reaſon why, not- 
withſtanding all theſe Churches, they are no nearer 
being reclaimed is this: They never come into a 
Church; perhaps not once in a Twelvemonth, perhaps 
not for many Years together. Will you ſay (as I have 
known ſome tender hearted Chriſtians) © Then it is 
*« their own Fault; let them die and be damn'd.““ I 
grant it is heir own Fault. And ſo it was ny Fault 
and yours, when «ve went aſtray, like Sheep that were 
loſt. Yet the Shepherd of Souls ſought after as, and 
Went after us into the, Wilderneſs. And oughte/? not 
thou to have Compaſſion on thy Fellow-ſervants, as he had 
Pity on thee ? Ought not we alſo to /zeh, as far as in us 
lies, and to fave that which is lot? 1 
Bäehold the amazing Love of GOD to the Outcaſts 
of Men! His tender Condeſcenſion to their Folly ! 
They would regard nothing done in the ufual Way. 
All this was loſt upon them. The ordinary Preaching 
of the Word of G OD, they would not even deign . 
to hear. So the Devil made ſure of theſe careleſs 
ones. For who ſhould pluck them out of his Hand? 
| Then GOD was moved to Jealouſy, and went out of 
_ the uſual Way to fave the Souls which he had made. 
Then over and above what was ordinarily ſpoken in his 
, Name, in all the Houſes of GOD in the Land, 
he commanded a Voice to cry in the Wilderneſs, Pre- 
pare ye the Way of the Lord. The Time is fulfilled. The 
| Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Repent ye and believe 
the Goſpel. | os 5 
23. Conſider coolly, if it was not highly expedient, 
that ſomething of this kind ſhould be? How expedient, 
were it only on the account of thoſe poor Sinners againſt 
their own Souls, who (to all human Appearance) were 
utterly inacceſſible every other Way ? And what Num- 
bers of theſe are ftill to be found, even in or near our 
molt populous Cities? What Multitudes of them were 
F ſome Years ſince, both in Kings-wood, and the mots 


eien 8 8 * 


about Newcaſtle? Who, Week after Week, ſpent the 
LORD's Day, either in the Ale-houſe, or in idle Di- 
verſions, and never troubled themſelves about. going to 
Church, or to any publick Worſhip at all? Now, 
would you really have deſired that theſe poor Wretches 
ſhould have ſinned on, till they dropt into Hell? Sure- 
ly you would not, But by what other Means was it 
 poſlible they ſhould have been pluck'd out of the Fire? 
| Had the Miniſter of the Pariſh preach'd like an Angel, 
it had profited them nothing ; for they heard him not. 
But when one came and ſaid, Yonder is a Man 
preaching on the Top of the Mountain, they ran in 
| Brow to hear what he would ſay. And Gop ſpoke 
do their Hearts. It is hard to conceive any thing elſe 
which could have reach'd them. Had it not been for 
Field-preaching, the Uncommonneſs of which was the 
very Circumſtance that recommended it, they muſt have 
run on in the Error of their Way, and periſh'd in their 
Blood. | : 5 e 
224. But ſuppoſe Held. preaching to be, in a Caſe of 
this Kind, ever ſo expedient, or even xeceſ/ary, yet who 
will conteſt with us for this Province h- May we 
not enjoy this quiet and unmoleſted? Unmoleſted, I 
mean, by any Competitors.—— For who is there a- 
mong you, Brethren, that is willing (examine your 
own Hearts) even to ſave Souls from Death at this 
Price? Would not you let a thouſand Souls periſh, 
rather than you would be the Inſtrument of reſcuin 
them thus? I do not ſpeak now with Regard to Con- 
ſcience, but to the Inconveniences that muſt accompany 
it. Can you ſuſtain them, if you would? Can you 
bear the Summer-Sun to beat upon your naked Head? 
Can you ſuffer the wintry Rain or Wind, from what- 
ever Quarter it blows? Are you able to ſtand in the 
open Air, without any Covering or Defence, when Gop 
caſteth abroad his Snow like Wooll, or ſcattereth his 
Hoar-Froft like Aſhes? And yet theſe are ſome of the 
ſmalleſt Inconveniences which accompany Field-preach- 
ing. Far beyond all theſe, are the Contradiction of Sin- 
ners, the Scoffs both of the Great Vulgar, and the 
Small; Contempt and Reproach of every Kind ; often 
| | | | more 
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more than Verbal Affronts, ſtupid, brutal Violence, 
ſometimes to the Hazard of Health, or Limbs or Life. 
Brethren, do you envy us this Honsur What, I pray, 
would buy vor to be a Fiel prenaber? Or what, think 
you, could induce any Man of common Senſe, to con- 
tinue therein one Vear, unleſs he had a full Conviction 
be in chimfelf, that it was the Will of Gop concerning 
? 
Upon this Conviction - it is (were we to ſubmit to 
theſe Things on any other Motive whatſoever, it would 
Furniſh you with a better Proof of our Diſtradion than 
any that has yet been found) that ave now do, for the 
Good of Souls, what you cannot, will not, dare not 
do. And we deſire not that you ſhould; but this one 
Thing, we may reaſonably deſire of you: Do not in- 
creaſe the Difficulties which are already ſo great, that 
without the mighty Power of Gov, we muſt ſink under 
them. Do not aſſiſt in trampling down a little Handful 
of Men, who for the preſent ſtand in the Gap, between 
ten thouſand poor Wretches and Deſtruction, till you 
_ ſome _ to take their Places. 

y needful it is, that ſome ſhould do this, 
leſt thoſe — Souls be loſt without Remedy. And it 
ſhould rejoice the Hearts of all who deſire the King- 
dom of Go ſhould come, that ſo many of them have 
been ſnatch'd already ſrom the Mouth of the Lion, by 
an uncommon (tho not unlawful) Way. This Circum- 
ſtance therefore is no juſt Excuſe, for not acknowledg- 
ing the Work of Gop. Eſpecially, if we conſider, that 
whenever it has pleaſed Gop to work any great Work 
upon the Earth, even from the earlieſt Times, he hath 
ſtept, more or lefs, out- of the common Way : Whether 
to excite the Attention of a greater Number of People, 
than might otherwiſe have regarded it; or to ſeparate 
the proud and haughty of Heart, from thoſe of an hum- 
ble, Child-like Spirit: The former. of whom he fore- 
aw, truſting in their own Wiſdom, would fall on that 
Stone and be broken; while the latter, enquiring with 


Simplicity, would ſoon know of che W. ork, that it was 
of GO D. | 


25, © Nay 
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26. Nay (ſay ſome) but Gov is a Gop of Vi/dons 
And it is his Work, to give Underflanting, Whereas 
this Man is one of them, and he is a Foo/. You ſee the 
Fruits of their Preaching.”” No, my Friend, you don't. 
That is your Miſtake. A Fool very poſſibly he may be. 
So it appears by his Talking, perhaps Writing too. But 
this is none of the Fruits of our Preaching. He was a 
Fool before ever he heard us. We found and-are likely 
to leave him ſo. Therefore his Folly is not to be imput- 
ed to us, even if it continue to the Day of his Death. 
As we were not the Cauſe, ſo we undertake not the 
Cure of Diſorders of this Kind. No fair Man therefore 

can excuſe himſelf thus, from acknowledging the Work 
of Gov. . | 1 
Perhaps you will ſay, © He is not a Natural Fool 
neither. But he is ſo ignorant! He knows not the firſt 
Principles of Religion. It is very poſſible. But have 
Patience with him, and he will know them by and by. 
Yea, if he be in earneſt to ſave his Soul, ſar ſooner 
than you can conceive. And in the mean Time, nei- 
ther is this an Objection of any Weight. Many when 
they begin to hear us, may, without any Fault of ours, 
be utter Strangers to the whole of Religion. But this 
is no incurable Diſeaſe. Yet a little while and they may 
be wiſe unto Salvation. 
Is the Ignorance you complain of among this People 
{you who object to the People more than to their Teachers) 


* of another Kind? Don't they know, how in Meeknefs 
b to reprove or inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves? 
I I believe what you ſay: All of them do not: They 
2 have not put on Gentleneſs and Long: ſuffering. I wiſh 


they had: Pray for them that they may; that they 

o may be mild and patient toward all Men. But what if 

they are not? Sure you do not make this an Argument 
that Gop hath not ſent us? Our Lord came, and we 


4 come, vot to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repen- i 
at tence: Paſſionate Sinners, (ſuch as theſe whereof you j 
th complain) as well as thoſe of every other Kind. Nor 
wy can it be expected they ſhould be wholly delivered | 


from their Sin, as ſoon as they begin to hear his Word. 


5 27. A greater Stumbling-block than this is laid be- 
ay fore you, by thoſe that /ay and dh not. Such I * 
* L Bb for 
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for granted will be among us, altho' we purge them 
out as faſt as we can: Perſons that alt much of Reli- 
gion, that commend the Preachers, perhaps are diligent 
in hearing them: It may be, read all their Books, and 
ſing their Hymns; and yet no Change is wrought in 
their Hearts. Were they of old time as Lions in their 
Houſes? They are the ſame ſtill, Were they (in low 
Lite) flothful or intemperate? Were they tricking or 
diſhoneſt ? over-reaching or oppreſſive? Or did they uſe 
to borrow and not pay? The Ethiopian hath not changed 
his Skin, Were they (in high Life) delicate, tender, 
ſelf-indulgent ? Were they nice in Furniture or Ap- 
parel? Were they fond of Trifles, or of their own 
dear Perſons? The Leopard hath not changed her Spots, 
Yet their being with us for a Time proves no more, 

than that we have not the miraculous Diſcernment of 

Spirits. | : + | 
Others you may find in whom there was a real Change. 
But it was only, for a Seaſon. They are now turned 
back, and are twofold more the Children of Hell than 
before. Yet neither is this any manner of Proof, that 
the former Work was not of GO D. No, not tho' 
theſe Apoſtates ſhould, with the utmoſt Confidence, ſay 
all Manner of Evil againſt us. I expect they ſhould. 
For every other Injury hath been forgiven, and wall be 
to the End of the World. But hardly ſhall any one 
is apy the intolerable Injury, of almoſt perſuading him 
to be a Chriſtian. When theſe Men therefore who were 
with us, but went out from among us, aſſert Things 
that may cauſe your Ears to tingle, if you conſider ei- 
ther the Scripture, or the Nature of Man, it will not 
ſtagger you at all. Much leſs will it excuſe you, for 
not acknowledging the Work in general to be of GOD. 
28. But to all this it may poſſibly be replied, © When 
you bring your Credentials with you, when you prove 
by Miracles what you aſſert, then we will acknowledge 

that GOD hath ſent you.” | | 

What is it you would have us prove by Miracles? 

That the Dodrines we preach are true? This is not 
the Way to prove that: (as our firſt Reformers replied 
to thoſe of the Church of Rome, who, you may pro- 
bably remen.ber, were continually urging them _ 
MX 5 
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this very Demand.) We prove the Dod@rines we preach 
by Scripture and. Reaſon ; and, if need be, by Antiquity. 
What elſe is it then we are to prove by Miracles? 

Is it, 1. That 4. B. was for many Years without 
Gov in the World, a common Swearer, a Drunkard, a 
Sabbath- breaker ? 

Or, 2. That he is not ſo now ? 

Or, 3. That he continued ſo till he heard us 8 
and from that time was another Man ? 

Not ſo. The proper Way to prove theſe Facts, is 
by the Teſtimony of competent Witneſſes: and theſe 

| Witneſſes are ready, whenever required, to give full 
Evidence of them. 

Or would you have us prove by Miracles, 

4. That this was not done by our own Power or Hol:- 
ne/s That Gop only is able to raiſe the Dead, thoſe 
who are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins? Nay, / you 
hear not Moſes and the Prophets and Apoſtles on this. 
Head, neither would you believe tho" one roſe from the 
Dead. 

It is therefore utterly 8 and abſurd, 
require or expect the Proof of Miracles, in Quel Lions of 
fuch a Kind, as are always decided, by Proofs of quite 
another Nature. 

29. But you relate them yourſelf V relate juſt 

what I ſaw, from time to time: And this is true, that 
ſome of thoſe Circumſtances ſeem to go beyond the 
ordinary Courſe of Nature. But I do not peremptori- 
ly determine, whether they were ſupernatural, or no ? 
Much leſs do I reſt upon them, either the Proof of 
other Fas, or of the Dedrines which I preach, I 
prove theſe in the ordinary Way ; the one by Teſtimony, 
the other by Scripture and Reaſon. 
But if you can work Miracles when you pleaſe, is 
not this the ſureſt Way of proving them? This would 
put the Matter out of Diſpute at once, and ſuperſede 
all other Proof.“ 

You ſeem to lie under an entire Miſtake, both as to 
the Nature and Uſe. of Miracles. It may reaſonably 
be queſtioned, whether there ever was that Man living 
ü pen Earth, except the Man Cuxisr Jesvs, that my 

2 | | WOrK. 


work Miracles wks be Left Gos only when he 
pleaſed, exerted that Power, dad by whomſoever it 
Pleaſed him. 

But if a Man could work Miracles when he pleaſed, 
yet is there no Scripture- Authority, nor even Example 
for doing it in order to ſatisfy ſuch a Demand as this. 
I do not read, that either our Lorp, or any of his 
Apollles, wrought any Miracle on ſuch an Occafion. 


"Nay, how ſharply does our Loxp rebuke thoſe who 


made a Demand of this Kind? When certain of the 
Scribes and of the Phariſees anſwered, ſaying, Maſter, 
aue arould ſee a Sign from thee ; (Obſerve, this was their 
Method of anſwering the ſtrong Reaſons whereby he 
had juſt proved the Works in Queſtion to be of Gop !) 
He anſwered and ſaid to them, an evil and adulterous Ge- 
reration ſeeketh after a Sign. But there ſhall no Sign be 
given to it, but the Sign of the Prophet Jonas, Mat. xii. 

38, 39. An evil and adulterous Generation! Elſe they 
would not have needed ſuch a kind of Proof. Had they 
been ailling to do his Will, they would, without this, 

bave known that the Doctrine was of Gov. 

Miracles therefore are quite needleſs in ſuch a Caſe. 
Nor are they ſo concluſive a Proof as you imagine, If 
a Man could and did work them, in Defence of any 
Doctrine, yet this would not /uper/ede other Proof. For 


there may be reh «{vS:2, lying Wonders, Miracles 

wrought in ſupport of Falſhood. Still therefore his 
Doctrine would remain to be proved, from the proper 
Topicks of Scripture and Reaſon. And theſe even 
without Miracles are ſufficient. But Miracles without 
theſe are not. Accordingly our Saviour and all his 
Apoſtles, in the midſt of their greateſt Miracles, never 
failed to prove every Do@rine they taught, by * 
Scripture and cogent Reaſon. 

30. J preſume, by this Time you may perceive the 
groſs Abſurdity, of demanding Miracles in the preſent 
Caſe: Seeing one of the Propoſitions in queſtion, 
(over and above our general Doctrines) w7z. © That Sin- 
ners are reform'd, can only be proved by Teſtimony : 
And the other, «This cannot be done but by the Power 
- of GOD,” needs no Proof, being ſelf- evident. 
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* Why, I did or: myſelf rejoice to hear, (ſays a 
grave Citizen, with an Air of great Importance) that ſo 


many Sinners were reformed, till I found they were only 


turned from one Wickedneſs to another: ; that they were 
turned from Curling or Swearing, or Drunkennels, into 
the no leſs damnable Sin of Schiſm.”” 
Do you know what you ſay ? You have, I am afraid, 

a confuſed Huddle of Ideas in your Head. And 1 
doubt, you have not Capacity to clear them up yourſelf ; 
nor Coolneſs enough, to receive Help from others. 
However I will try. What is Sn? Have you 
any determinate Idea of it? 1 aſk the rather becauſe J 
have found, by repeated Experiments, that a common 
Englih T radeſman receives no more Light, when he 


hears or reads, wy This is Schiſm, than if he heard 
or read | 


Bombalio, 4 idor, clangor, taratantara, murmur. 


Honeſt Neighbour, don't be angry. Lay down your 
Hammer, and let us talk a little on this Head; 

You ſay, © We are in the damnable Sin of. Schiſn, 
and therefore in. as bad a State as Adulterers or Mar- 
derers.” | 


I aſk once more, What do vou mean by $:biſm ? Int 4 


** Schiſm! Schiſm! Why, it is ſeparating from the 


Church.“ Ay, ſoit is. And yet every ſeparating from 
the Church to which we once belonged, is not Schiſm. 
Elſe you will make all the Egli to be Schiſmaticks, 
in ſeparating from the Church of Rome. But we had 
juſt Cauſe,” So doubtleſs we had; whereas Schiſm is 
a cauſeleſs Separation from the Church of CMAIsT. 80 
far ſo good. But you have many Steps to take before 
you can make good that Concluſion, that a Separation 
from a particular National Church, ſuch as the Church 
of England is, whether with ſufficient Cauſe or without, 
comes under the Scriptural Notion of Schi/. 

However, taking this for granted, will you aver ja 


cool Blood, That all who die in ſuch a Separation, that 
is, every one who dies a Quaker, à Baptiſt, an Inde- 


3 1 or a Preſbyterian, is as infalby damn'd as af 
1 1 5 he 
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He died in the Act of Murder or Adultery ? Surely you 
ſtart at the Thought! It makes even Nature recoil. 
How then can you reconcile it to the Love that hopeth 


all Things? 


31. But whatever State they. are in, who cauſeleſsly 
ſeparate from the Church of England, it affects not thoſe 
of whom we are ſpeaking ; fe they do not ſeparate from 
it at all. 

Vou may eaſily be convinced of this, if you will only 
weigh che Particulars following. 


I. A great Part of theſe went to no Church at all, 
before they heard us preach. They no more pretended | 
to belong to the Church of Exgland, than to the Church 
of Muſcoa y. If therefore they went to no Church now, 
they would be no farther from the Church than they | 
vere before. | 

2. Thoſe who did ſometimes go to Church before, go 


_ three times as often now. Theſe therefore do net ſepa- 


rate from the Church, Nay, they are united to it more 
cloſely than before. 

3. Thoſe who zever went to Church at al beſore, do 
go now at all Opportunities. Will common Senſe allow 
any one to ſay, that theſe are ſeparated from the Church? 

4. The main Queſtion is, Are they turned from do- 


ing the Works of the Devil, to do the Works of God? 
Do they now live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in 

the preſent World? If they do, if they live accord- 

| . to the, Direction of the Church, believe her Doc- 


#5, and join in her Ordinances : With what Face can 
"vow — that theſe Men /eparate from the Church of 


32. But in what State are hey. whom the Clergy 


and Gentry (and perhaps you for one) have ſucceſsfully 


laboured to preſerve from this damnable Sin of Schi/mm.? 
Whom you have kept from hearing | theſe Men, and /e- 

rating from the Church ? | | 
Ils not the Drunkard that was, a Dratkacd ill ? 
Inquire of his poor Wife and Family, Is not the 


| common. Sweater. fill: -horably crying to GOD for 


nnen : 
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Damnation upon his own Soul? Is not the Sinner in 
every other Kind, exactly the ſame Man ſtill? Not 
better at kaſt, if he be not worle, than he was ten 
Years ago. 

Now conſider, 1. Does the Church of England gain 
either Honour, or Strength, or Bleſſing, by ſuch Wretches 
as theſe calling themſelves her Members? By Ten thou- 
ſand Drunkards, or Whoremongers, or Common Swear- 
ers? Nay, ought ſhe not immediately to ſpew them out? 
To renounce all Fellowſhip with them ? Would ſhe not 
be far better without them than with them? Let any 
Man of Reaſon judge. 

2. Is this Drunkard's calling himſelf of the Church. 
of England, of any more Uſe to him, than to the 
| Church? Will this fave him from Hell, if he die in his 

Sin? Will it not rather increaſe his Damnation ? 
3. Is not a Drunkard of any other Church, juſt as 
good as a Drunkard of the Church of England? Yea, 


zs not a drunken Papiſt as much in the Favour of Gop,. 


as a drunken Proteftant ? 


4. Is not a curſing, ſwearing Turk, (if there be ſuch = 


an one to be found) full as acceptable to Gon, as 4 
curſing, ſwearing Chriſtian! | 

| Nay, 5: If there be any Advantage, does it not lie 
on the Side of the former? Is he not the leſs inexcuſ- 
able of the two? As ſinning againſt leſs Light? 6 
O why will you fink theſe. poor Souls deeper into 
Perdition, than they are ſunk already? Why will yaw- 
propheſy unto them Peace, Peace; when there is no 


Peace? Why, if you do it not yourſelf (Whether you 4 


cannot, or will not, Gop knoweth) ſhould: you hander 
us from guiding them into the Way of Peace? oO 
33. Will you endeavour to excu/e yourſelf, by ſay ing, 
„There are not many who are the better for your 
+. Preaching ; And theſe by and by will be as bad as 
e ever; as ſuch and ſuch an one is already? 
I would to Gop I could ſet this in a juſt od” But 
1 cannot. All Language fails. 
| Gop begins a glorious Work in our Land. Von ſet. 
"yourſelf againſt it with all your Might; to prevent its 
beginning here it does not yet appear, and to deſtroy. 
it: 


| 8 farther Appea! 


it where- ever it does. In Part you prevail. Vou keep 
many from hearing the Word that is able to ſave their 
Souls. Others who had heard it, you induce to turn 
back from Gop, and to liſt under the Devil's Banner 
again. Then you make the Succeſs of your own Wick- 
edneſs an Excuſe for not acknowledging the Work of 
Gop! You urge That not any Sinners were re- 
formed! And that ſome of thoſe are now as bad as 

« ever!” 

Whoſe Fault is this? Is it ours? Or your own ? 
Why have not Thouſands more been reformed ? Yea, 
for every one who is now turned to Gop, why are 
there not Ten thouſand ? Becauſe you and your Afﬀo- , 
ciates laboured ſo heartily in the Cauſe of Hell; be- 
cauſe you and they ſpared no Pains, either to prevent 
or to deſtroy the Work of Gop ! By uſing all the Power 
and Wiſdom you had, you hindered "Thouſands from 
hearing the Goſpel, wiich they might have found to be 
the Power of Gop unto Salvation. Their Blood is 

upon your Heads. By inventing, or countenancing, or 
retailing Lies, ſome refined, ſome groſs and palpable, I 
you hindered others from profiting by what they did 
hear. You are anſwerable to Gop for theſe Souls alſo. 
Many who began to taſte the good Word, and run the 

Way of Gop's Commandments, you, by various Me- 
thods, prevailed on to hear it no more. So they ſoon. 
drew back to Perdition. But know, that for every one 

of theſe alſo, Gop will require an Account of Jeu in 
the Day of Judgment. 

34. And yet, in Spite of all the Malice, and Wil. 
dom, and Streng th, not only of Men, but of Principa- 
lities and Poæuers, of the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
World, of the wicked Spirits in high Places; there are 
Thouſands found, who are turned from dumb Idols, to 
ſerve the living and true GOD. What a Harveit then 
might we have ſeen before now, if all who ſay, they 
are on the LORD's Side, had come, as in all Reaſon 
they ought, to the Help of the LORD againſt the Migh- 

ty? Yea, had they only not oppoſed the Work of Gop, 
had they only refrained from his Meſſengers ; might not 
the Trumpet of Gov have been heard long ſince in 


„ every 
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every Corner of our Land? And Thouſands of Sinners 
in every County been brought to fear GOD and honour 
the King. 

Judge of what immenſe Service we might have been, 
even 11 this ſingle Point, both to our King and Coun- 
try. All who hear and regard the Word we preach, 
honour the King for GOD's Sake. They render unto 
Ceſar the Things that are Cæſar's, as well as unto GOD 

the Things that are GOD's. They have no Con- 
ception of Pzety without Loyalty; knowing the Powers 
that be, are ordained of GOD. | pray GOD to ſtreng- 
then all that are of this Mind, how many ſoever they 
be. But might there not have been at this Day, an 
Hundred Thouſand in England, thus minded more than 

are now? Yea verily; even by our Miniſtry; had not 
they who ſhould have ſtrengthened us, weakened our 


Hands. | 
35. Surely, you are not wiſe? What Advantages ao 
you throw away! What Opportunities do you loſe ? 
Such as another Day you may earneſtly ſeek, and ne- 
vertheleſs may not find them. For if it pleaſe GOD 
to remove zs, whom will you find to ſupply our Place ? 
We are in all Things your Servants for FESUS Sake; 
tho' the more we love you, the leſs we are loved. Let 
zs be employed nat in the higheſt, but in the meaneſt; 
and not in the eaſieſt, but the hotteſt Service. Eaſe 
and Plenty we leave to thoſe that want them. Let us 
go on in Toil, in Wearineſs, in Painfulneſs, in Cold 
or Hunger, ſo we may but teſtify the Goſpel of the 
Grace of Gop. The Rich, the Honourable, the Great, 
we are thoroughly willing (if it be the Will of our 
Lokp) to leave to you. Only let us alone with the 
Poor, the Vulgar, the Baſe, the Outcaſts of Men.----- 
Take alſo to yourſelves the Saints of the World: But 
ſuffer us to call Sinners to Repentance ; even the moſt 
vile, the moſt ignorant, the moſt abandon'd, the moſt 
fierce and ſavage of whom we can hear. To theſe we 
will go forth in the Name of our Logp, deſiring no- 
thing, receiving nothing of any Man (ſave the Bread 
we eat, while we are under his Roof) and let it be 
ſeen, whether GOD hath ſent us. Only, let not your 
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Hands, who fear the Los, be upon us. Why ſhould 
we be ſtricken of you any more? IM 


IV. 1. Surely ye are avithout Excuſe, all who do not 


yet know the Day of your Viſitation! The Day, 
Wherein the Great GOD, who hath been forgotten 
among us, Days without Number, is ariſing at once to 
be avenged of his Adverſaries, and to viſit and redeem 


his People. Are not his Judgments and Mercies both 


abroad? And ſtill, will ye not learn Righteouſneſs ? 
Is not the Loxp paſſing by? Doth not à great and 
ſirong Wind already begin to rend the Mountains, and to 
break in Pieces the Rocks before the LORD? Is not the 
Earthquake alſo felt already? And @ Fire hath begun 
to burn in his Anger. Who knoweth what will be the 


End thereof? But at the ſame Time, he is ſpeaking to 


many in a fill, ſmall Voice. He that hath Ears to hear, 
let him hear, leſt he be ſuddenly deſtroy'd, and that 
without Remedy! ; gh 

2. What Excuſe can poſſibly be made for thoſe, who 
are regardleſs of ſuch a Seaſon as this? Who are at 
ſuch a Criſis, ſtupid, ſenſeleſs, unapprehenfive ; caring 
for none of theſe Things? Who do not give them- 


ſelves the Pains to think about them, but are ſtill ea 


and unconcerned? What! can there ever be a Point, on 
which it more behoves you to think? And that with 
the cooleſt and deepeſt Attention? As long as the Hea- 
ven and the Earth remain, can there be any Thing of 
fo vaſt Importance, as Gop's Laſt Call to a guilty Land, 
juſt periſhing in its Iniquity! 
© You, with thoſe round about you, deſerved long ago 
to have drank the Dregs of the Cup of Trembling : Yea, 


to have been puniſh'd with everlaſting Deſtruction, from 


the Preſence of the LORD, and from the Glory of his 
Power. But he hath not dealt with you according to 
your Sins, neither rewarded you after your Iniquities. * 


And once more he is mixing Mercy with Judgment, 


Once more He is crying aloud, Turn ye, turn ye fron 
your evil Ways; for why will ye die, O Houſe of Urael! 
And will you not deign to give him the Hearing? If 
you are not careful to anſwer him in this Matter. Do 
l | you 
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you, ſtill, ſhut your Eyes, and ſtop your Ears, and har», 
den your ſtubborn Heart ? Oh beware, leſt GOD 
laugh at your Calamity, and mock when your Fear 
cometh! | | 
3. Will you plead, that you have other Concerns to 
mind? That other Buſineſs engages ' your Thoughts? 
It does ſo indeed; but this is your Fooliſhneſs; this 
is the very Thing that leaves you without Excuſe. — 
For what Buſineſs can be of equal Moment? The Ma- 
riner may have many Concetns to mind, and many 
Buſineſſes to engage his Thoughts: but not when the 
Ship is ſinking. In ſuch a Circumſtance (it is your 
own) you have but one Thing to think of. Save the 


Ship and your own Life together! And the higher Poſt 


you are in, the more deeply intent ſhould you be on 
this one Point. Is this a Time for Diverſions? For 
Eating and Drinking, and riſing up to play? Keep the 
Ship above Water. Let all elſe go, and mind his, one 
Thing! res SE 8 ; 
4. Perhaps you will fay, © So I do. I do mind this 


one Thing, how to ſave the ſinking Nation. And 


therefore now I muſt think of Arms and Provifions, 
* have no Time now to think of Religion. This is 
exactly as if the Mariner ſhould ſay, Now I muſt 
* think of my Cuns and Stores. I have no Time now 
* to think of the Held.“ Why Man, you muſt think 
of this, or periſh. It is ere the Leak is ſprung. Stop 
that, or you and all your Stores will go together to the 
Bottom of the Sea. FA 5 
Is not this your very Caſe? Then, whatever you 
do, flop the Leak: Elſe you go to the Bottom! I dg 
not ſpeak againſt your Stores. They are good in their 
Kind; and it may be well they are laid in. But 
all your Stores will not ſave the ſinking Ship, unleſs 
you can ſtop the Leak, Unleſs you can ſome Way 
keep out theſe Floods of Ungodline/s, that are ſtill con- 
tinually pouring in, you mult ſoon be ſwallowed up in 
the Great Deep, in the Abyſs of GO D's Judgments. 
This, this is the Deſtruction of the Exg/;4 Nation. 
It is VICE, burſting in on every Side, that is juſt ready 


do fink us, into Slavery firlt, and then into the ne- 


ther» 
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thermoſt Hell. do is a wiſe Man, and endued 


with Knowledge among you? Let him think of this. 


Think of this, all that love your Country, or that care 
for your own Souls. If now eſpecially you do not think 
of this one Thing, you have no Excuſe before GOD or 
Man. | 

5. Little more Excuſe have you, who are till in 
doubt concerning this Day of your Viſitation. For you 


have all the Proof that yon can reaſonably expect or 
deſire, all that the Nature of the Thing requires. That 


in many Places, Abundance of notorious Sinners are 


totally reformed, is declared by a thouſand Eye and 
_ Ear-witneſles, both of their preſent and paſt Behaviour. 
And you are ſenſible, the Proof of ſuch a Point as this 


muſt, in the Nature of Things, reſt upon Teſtimony. 
And that Gop alone is able to work ſuch a Reforma- 
tion, you know all the Scriptures teſtify. What would 
you have more? What Pretence can you have, for 


doubting any longer? You have not the leaſt Room to 


expect or deſire any other, or any ſtronger Evidence. 
I truſt, you are not of thoſe who /ort;fy themſelves 


apainſt Conviction ; who are © reſeofved they will never 
believe this. They aſk, ©, Who are theſe Men?“ 


We tel] them plainly : But they credit us not. An- 
other and another of their own Friends is convinced, 
and tell them the jame Thing. But their Anſwer is 
ready, Are Dou turn'd Methodiſt too? So heir 
Teſtimony likewiſe goes for Nothing. Now how is it 

oſſible theſe ſhould ever be convinced? For they will 
believe none but thoſe who ſpeak on one Side. = 
6. Do you delay fixing your Judgment, till you ſee 


2 Work of G OD, without any Stumbling-blocks at- 


tending it? That never was yet, nor ever will. 7. 
muſt needs be, that Offences will come. And ſcarce ever 
was there ſuch a Work of G O D before, with ſo few 


as have attended Hus. | 


When the Reformation began, what mountainous 
Offences lay in the Way, of even the fincere Mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome? They ſaw /uch Failings 


in thoſe great Men, Luther and Calvin! Their vehe- 


ment 
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ment Tenaciouſneſs of their own Opinions; their Bitter- 


neſs toward all who diftered from them; their Inpatience 


of Contradiction, and utter Want of Forbearance, even 
with their own Brethren, 

But the grand Stumbling - block of all, was, their 
open avowed Separation from the Church ; their reject- 
ing ſo many of the Doctrines and Prefficit, which the 
others accounted the moſt ſacred ; and their continual 
Invoectiwes againſt the Church they ſeparated from, ſo 
much ſharper than Michael's Reproof of Satan. 

Where there fewer Stumbling - blocks attending the 
Reformation in England? Surely no. For what was 
Henry the Eighth ? Conſider, either his Character, his 


\ Meotives to the Work, or his Manner of purſuing it! 


And even King Edward's Miniſiry we cannot clear, of 
perſecuting in their Turns, yea, and burning Hereticks, 


The main Stumbling - block alſo {till remained , vix. 


open Soparaticn from the Church, 


, Full as many were the Offences that lay in the 
Way of even the ſincere Members of the Church of 
England, when ike People called Sue, firſt profelicd, 
that they were ſent of GOD to reform the Land. 
Whether they were or no, is beſide our Queſlion: It 


ſuffices for the preſent Purpoſe to obſerve, that over 


and above their open, avowed, total Separation from 
the Church, and their vehement Þvedtives againſt ma- 
ny of her Doctrines, and the whole Frame of her Di/- 
cipline: They ſpent their main Strength in dilputing 


about Opinions and Externals, rather than in preaching 


Faith, Mercy, and the Love of GD. 
In theſe Reſpects, the Caſe was nearly the ſame 
when the Baptiſis firſt appeared in England, They im- 
mediately commenced a warm Diſpute, not concerning 
the Vitals of Chriſtianity, but concerning the Manner 
and Time of adminiſtring one of the External Ordinances | 
of it. And as their Opinion hereof total'y difered from 
that of all the other Members of the Church of Eng- 
lana, ſo they ſoon openly declared their Siparation from 


it, not without ſharp Cenſures of thoſe that continued 


therein. 
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- 8. The ſame Occaſion of Offence was, in a ſmaller 
Degree, given by the Preſbyterians and Independents: For 
they alſo ſpent great Part of their Time and Strength, 
in oppoſing the commonly received Opinions concerning 
ſome of the Circumſtantials of Religion; and for the 
Sake of theſe, ſeparated from the Church. C 
But I do not include that venerable Man, Mr. Philis 
Henry, nor any that were of his Spirit, in this Num- 
ber. I know they abhorred contending about Exter- 
nals. Neither did they ſeparate themſelves from the 
Church. They continued therein, till they were dri- 
ven out, whether they would or no. I cannot but ten- 
derly ſympathize with theſe; and the more, becauſe 
this is, in Part, our own Caſe. Warm Men ſpare no 
Pains, at this very Day, to drive us out of the Church. 
'Fhey cry out to the People, where-ever one of us 
comes, A Mad Dog, a Mad Dog!“ If haply we 
might fly for our Lives, as many have done before us. 
And ſure it is, we ſhould have complied with their De- 
ſire, we ſhould merely for Peace and Quietneſs have 
left the Church long before now, but that we could not 
in Conſcience do it. And it is on this ſingle Motive, it 
is for Conſcience Sake that we ſtill continue therein; and 
ſhall continue {Gop being our Helper) unleſs they by 
Violence thruſt us out. k = 
9. But to return, What are the Stumbling - blocks 
in the preſent Caſe, compared to thoſe in any of the 
preceding ? | 
Me do not diſpute concerning any of the Externals 
or Circumſtantials of Religion. There is no Room; for 
we. agree with you therein. We approve of, and ad- 
here to them all: All that we learned together when 
we were Children, in our Catechi/m and Common-Prayer 
| Book. We were born and bred up in your own Church, 
and defire to die therein, We always were, and are 
now, zealous for the Church; only not with a blind, 
angry Zeal. We hold, and ever have done, the ſame 
Opinions, which you and we received from our Fore- 
fathers. But we do not lay the main Streſs of our Re- 
ligion on any Opinions, right or wrong: Neither do 
we ever begin, or willingly join in any Diſpute concem- 
8 | | . ing 
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ing them. The Weight of all Religion, we appre- | 
hend, reſts on Holineſs. of Heart and Life. And con- 
ſequently, wherever we come, we preſs this with all 
our Might. How wide then is the Difference between 
our Caſe and the Caſe of any of thoſe that are above- 
mentioned? They awowedly ſeparated from the Church: 
We utterly di/awvow any ſuch Deſign. They ſeverely, 
and almoſt continually, inveighed againſt the Docrines 
and Di/cipline of the Church they left. We approve 
both the Do@rines and Diſcipline of our Church, and in- 
veigh only againſt Ungodline/s and Unrighteouſneſs. They 
ſpent great Part of their 'Time and Strength in con- 
tending about Externals and Circumſtantials. We a- 
gree with you in both ; ſo that having no room to 
ſpend any Time in ſuch vain Contention, we have our 
Deſire of ſpending and being ſpent, in promoting plain, 
Practical Religion. How many Stumbling-blocks are 
removed out of your Way? Why do not you acknow- 
ledge the Work of Gov? | | 
10. If you ſay, © Becauſe you hold Opinions which 
I cannot believe are true: I anſwer, Believe them 
true or falſe; I will not quarrel with you about any 
Opinion. Only ſee that your Heart be right toward 
 Gop, that you know and love the Lord JESUS CHRISTH; 
that you love your Neighbour, and walk as your Maſ- 
ter walked, and I deſire no more. 1 am ſick of Opti 
ions: I am weary to bear them: My Soul loaths this 
frothy Food. Give me ſolid and ſubſtantial Religion. 
Give me an humble, gentle Lover of Gop and Man ; 
a Man full of Mercy and gooJ Fruits, without Par- 
tiality, and without Hypocriſy : A Man laying him- 


| ſelf out in the Work of Faith, the Patience of Hope, 


the Labour of Love. Let my Soul be with 2 Chri- 
ſtians, whereſoever they are, and whatſoever Opinion 
they are of. Whoſoever thus doth the Will of my Father 
awhich is in Heaven, the ſame is my Brother, and Siſter, 
and Mother. Ut. 
11. Inexcuſably infatuated muſt you be, if you can 
even doubt whether the Propagation of this Religion be 
of Gop! Only more inexcuſable are thoſe unhappy 
Men, who oppoſe, contradict, and blaſpheme it. | 
x e „„ How 
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How long will you ſtop your Ears againſt him, that 
fill erieth, Ny perſecuteft thou me? It is hard fer thee 
to kick againſt the Pricks ; for a Man to contend with his 
Baker, How long will you deſpiſe the well known 
Advice of a great and learned Man, Refrain from theſe 
Men, and let them alone. Tf this Work be of Man, it 
coll come to nought. But if it be of GOD, ye cannot 
overthrow it, And why ſhould you be found even to 
fight againſt GOD? If a Man fight with GOP, ſhall 
he prevail? Canſt thou thunder with a Voice like him? 
Make Haſte. Fall down. Humble thyſelf before him : 
Leſt he put forth his Hand, and thou periſh! 


12. How long will you fight under the Banner of the 
great Enemy of GOD and Man? You are now in his 
Service: You are taking part with the Dexil againit 
GOD. Even ſuppoſing there were no other Proof, this 
would undeniably appear, from the goodly Company 
among whom you are enliſted, and who war one ard 

the {ſame Warfare. I have heard ſome affirm, that the 
moſt bitter Enemies to the preſent Work of GOD, 'were 
Phariſees. They meant, Men who had the Form: of 
Godlineſs, but denied the Poxwer of it. But I cannot 
fay ſo. The ſharpeſt Adverſaries thereof whom I have 
hitherto known (unleſs one might except a few honour- 
able Men, whom I may be excuſed from naming) were 
the Scum of Cornwall, the Rabble of Bilſton and Darle- 
ſton ; the wild Beaſts of Walſal, and the Turnkeys of 
Newgate. 


13. Might not the very Sight of theſe Troo's, ſhew 
any reaſonable Man, to what General they belong'd ? 
As well as the Weapons they never fail to uſe ; the moſt 
horrid Oaths and Execrations, and lawleſs Violence, car- 
Tying away as a Flood whatſocver it is which ſtands be- 
fore it: Having no Eyes, nor Ears, no Regard to the 
loudeſt Cries of Reaſon, Juſtice or Humanity, Can you 
join Heart or Hands with theſe any longer? With ſuch 
an infamous, ſcandalous Rabble-rout, roaring and rage- 
ing, as if they were juſt broke looſe, with their Captain 
Apellyon, from the bottomleſs Pit? Does it not rather 
concern you, and that | in * De Degree, as well as 
Fd every 
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every Friend to his King and Country, every Lover of 
Peace, Juſtice and Mercy, immediately to join and ſtop 
any ſuch godleſs Crew, as they would join to ſtop a 

Fire juſt beginning to ſpread, or an Inundation of the 
Sea ? | 5 


14. If, on the contrary, you join with that godleſs 
Crew, and ſtrengthen their Hands in their Wickedneſs, 
muſt not you, in all Reaſon, be accounted, (like them) 
a publick Enemy of Mankind? And indeed ſuch muſt 
every one appear, in the Eye of unprejudiced Reaſon, 
who oppoſes directly or indirectly, the Reformation of 
Mankind. By Reformation J mean, the bringing them 
back (not to this or that Syſtem of Opinions, or to 
this or that Sett of Rites and Ceremonies, how decent 
and ſignificant ſoever : but) to the Calm Love of GOD 
and one another, to an uniform Practice of Juſtice, 
Mercy and Truth. With what Colour can you lay any 
Claim to Humanity, to Benevolence, to- publick Spirit, 
if you can once open your Mouth, or ſtir one Finger, 
againſt ſuch a Reformation as this? 

Tis a poor Excuſe to ſay, O, but the People are 
brought into ſeveral erroneous Opinions. It matters 
not a Straw, whether they are or no; (I ſpeak of ſuch 
Opinions as do not touch the Foundation) 'tis ſcarce 
worth while to ſpend ten Words about it. Whether 
they embrace this religious Opinion or that, is no more 
Concern to me, than whether they embrace this or that 
Syſtem of 4/lronomy. Are they brought to holy Ten- 
pers and holy Lives? This is mine, and ſhould be your 
Enquiry : Since on this both ſocial and perſonal Happi- 
neſs depend; Happineſs, temporal and eternal. Are 
they brought to the Love of GOD and the Love of 
their Neighbour? Pure Religion and undefiled is this. 
How long then will you darien Council, by Words with- 
out Knowledge? 'The plain Religion now propagated 
is LOVE. And can you oppole this, without being; 
an Enemy to Mankind? | | 


15. No; nor without being an Enemy to your King 
and Country : Eſpecially at ſuch a 'Time as this. For 
however Men of no Thought may not ſee or regard it, 
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or hectoring Cowards may brave it out, it is evident to 
every Man of calm Reflection, that our Nation ſtands 
on the very Brink of Deſtruction. And why are we 

thus, but becauſe the Cry of our Wickedne/s is gone up to 
Heaven? Becauſe we have ſo exceedingly, abundantly, 

beyond Meaſure, corrupted our Ways before the LORD. 
And becauſe to all our other Abominations we have 
added, the open fighting againſt GOD ; the not only 
rejecting, but even denying, yea, blaſpheming his laſt 
Offers of Mercy; the hindering others who were deſi- 
rous to cloſe therewith ; the deſpitefully uſing his Meſ- 
fengers, and the variouſly troubling and oppreſſing thoſe 


who did accept of his Grace, break off their Sins, and 
turn to him with their whole Heart. . 1 


16. I cannot but believe, it is chzefly on this Account, 
that GOD hath now a Controverſy with our Land. 
And muſt not any conſiderate Man be inclined to form 
the ſame Judgment, if he reviews the State of publick 
Affairs, for only a few Years laſt paſt? I will not enter 
into Particulars. But, in general, can you poſſibly help 
_ -obſerving, that whenever there has been any thing like 
a publick Attempt, to ſuppreſs this new Sect, (for ſo it 
was artfully repreſented) another and another public 
Trouble aroſe. This has ben repeated ſo often, that it 
is ſurpri/ ing any Man of Senfe can avoid taking Notice 
of it. May we turn at length to him that ſmiteth us, 
hearing the Rod and him that appointeth it! May we 
humble ourſelves under the mighty Hand of GOD, before 
the great Deep ſwallow us up! : N 


17. Juſt now, viz. on the 4th of this Inſtant Decem- 
ber, the Reverend Mr, Henry Wickham, one of his Ma- 
jelty*s Juſtices of Peace for the weſt-Riding of York/iire, 
writes an Order | vi | 
To the Conſtable of A7gh/ey, commanding him, © to 
convey the Body of J onathan Reeves, ( whoſe real 
Crime is, the calling Sinners to Repentance) to his Ma- 
jeſty's Goal and Caſtle of York: Suſpected (ſaith the 
Precept) of being a Spy among us, and a dangerous 
Man to the Perſon and Government of his Majeſty 
Kivg George,” 
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GOD avert the Omen! I fear this is vo Preſage 
either of the 3 or Deliverance of our poor 
Nation! 

188. If we will not turn and repent, if we will har- 
den our Hearts, and acknowledge neither his Judgments 
nor Mercies; what remains but the fulfilling of that 
dreadful Word, which GOD ſpake by the Prophet 
Exekiel : Son of Man, when the Land finneth againſt me, 
by treſpaſſi ng grievouſly ; then abi 1 firetch forth my 
Hand upon it, and break the Staff of the Bread thereof. 

Though theſe three Men, Noah, Daniel and Job, 

ewere in it, they ſhould deliver but their on $ o. Or 

„I bring a Sword upon that Land, and ſay, ** SwoRD, 
' *© co Tauroven TAE Land: ” Or if I ſend a 
Peſtilence into that Land, and pour out my Fury upon it in 
Blood: Though Noah, Daniel and Job avere in it, 

as live, ſaith, the Lord GOD, they /hall deliver neither 

Son nor Daughter; they ſhall but deliver their own Souls 

by their Righteouſneſs, Ch. xiv. ver. 13, 14, 17, 19, 20. 
Yet behold, therein ſhall ba left a Remnant, that fall 

be brought forth, both Sons and Danghters. - And ye 
=o be us ava concerning the Evil that I have brought 
upon Jeruſalem. - And ye g all know that ] Pave not 


+ 44 without Coat, all that 1 have dane in it, faith the 
e GOD. Ver. 22, 23. | 


London, Dec. 18, 
1745. 
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